EXHIBIT C

JOINT PERFORMANCE REVIEW COMMITTEE
‘OCTOBER 1, 2015
MINUTES

The Joint Performance Review Committee met Thursday, October 1, 2015 in Room A, Mac
Building, Little Rock, Arkansas,

E?).

Committee members presen‘r were Seno’rors Alan Clark, Co- Chcur Llndo Collins- Smn‘h John
chmmer Co-Chair, Sco’r’r Baltz, Lcmce Eods Kenneth Fergu‘s'c')ansl(}:horlene Fite, Mickey

Gates, Michelle Gray, Mary "Prissy” Hickerson, Josh M]IIer ‘Ion Sulli\y" n, Dwight Tosh, Clarke
Tucker, Dave Wallace, and Richard Womack. i, i

Other legislators present were Senators Cecile BJeﬁ@oe Stephanie Flowerés Greg

Standridge, and Eddie Joe Williams, and Représe chmves Chorles Arms’rrong Bob Ballinger,

Karilyn Brown, Donnie Copeland, Jim Dotson, ChorloﬁezD@uglos Dan Douglos Les Eaves,
Jon Eubanks, Lanny Fite, Joe Farrer, Doyld Fielding, DowdEHlllmon Mike Holcomb, Douglas

House, Joe Jett, Ron McNair, David Meeks,QS’rephen Meeksiifleﬂy Overbey, John Payton,

Mathew Pitsch, James Ratliff, Marcus Rlchmiond.,Lourle Rushlng,ﬁ James Sorvillo, Nelda

Speaks, James Sturch, John Vines, and Mor@shall erghf i;if’
“(55

Call to Order . h i 3%

Senator Clark called the g;xéeh % Ti? order. *,z% !

Comments by Senaforfﬁiln Clark 15: d Represeniqhve Hammer, Co-Chairs, JPR Committee

Senator Clark provided bdéfji(groq;zé {or the meeting's discussion regarding laws and
procedures the Arkcanscts Deb&r}‘ ne Hm‘ @f I-jumcm Services (DHS) follows in its investigations of
child moITreonem‘ casesg gHe be lz 2\E/es the' procedures that accompany child abuse
reports, mol’greofment ondip§glect ; “ses in Arkansas are very complicated. He said
’reshmonyéwull }%e presented b’?yﬁfomll gi who believe they have been negatively and
wrongly offec:‘redg by the sysTem He Qsked legislators to be mindful of the following three
questions: i }z §
» Are there problﬂzegms w1’rh§ e way the state of Arkansas handles child abuse and
maltreatment ¢a: ges‘?» it
> Are there problemSgwn‘h privacy laws used for the protection of families, parents and
children? i

> Are constitutional protections for families being upheld?

Ww iy
R

Approval of Minutes - September 9 & 10, 2015 and September 16, 2015
Minutes of the September 9 and 10, 2015, and September 16, 2015 commitiee meetings
were approved by acclimatfion.

Continuation of the Review of Procedures Used by the AR Depariment of Human Services to
Remove Children From the Home, and the Child Maltreatment Registry (Arkansas Child
Malireatment Act A.C.A. §12-18-101-1202 [Exhibit D-Definitions]
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The following presenters were sworn in under oath by Senator Clark:
o Joseph Churchwell, attorney at law
+ Hal Stanley
o Dr. William C. Viser

Senator Clark recognized Joe Churchwell. Mr. Churchwell said he will introduce his clients
who will describe their personal stories, beginning with Hal Stanley.

Senator Clark recognized Mr. Hal Stanley. Mr. Stanley gave a detailed account of the
remova! of his children by the Arkansas Department of Human Servrces (DHS) in January,
2014 which involved: R
o A DHS investigator served Mr. and Mrs. Stanley with a wcrrron’r cn‘ their home
o Mr. Stanley asked to be allowed to contact his o’riorney,zbur his request was refused
o Representatives from the local sheriff's depor’rmen’r,ﬁ’rhe coroner s office, an
ambulance, and a large number of armed offlcrols surrounded rhe Sionley S home
seven ch:ldren were given physical exomrng’rrons without the pre§sen\ e of either
parent «“’“‘?z%% b ?iha
o The seven children were taken from their homem’mpproxrmoiely ?: OO p.m.
o Mr. and Mrs. Stanley were told rhe children weregéberng taken for a 72 hour hold
o Five of the seven children removed by DHS were re’rurned for a é0-day trial period
o The two oldest Stanley children were ?re’rugrned after ogfour month period
o The Stanley’s currently have cus’rodyrof pelli seven chrldrenf

ih | il ,5% &
Mr. Stanley said an appeail is cugren’rly pendrng before ’rhe}’Ofﬂce of Appeals. He believes
his situation illustrates who’r is v@rogrg with the curren’r DHngsys’rern in its investigations of child
maltreatment, drf ? %i%} ‘[:‘ '
A
Mr. Stanley was asked if DHS;; vesgg %]‘ors presen’red their credentials fo identify themselves

when the children were remo E?I N S’roniey so:d no identification was provided.
1} r?g i (233

Senator Clorlggrecognlzed, Rr erlré:rm Vrser Dr Viser told legislators he has been involved in
alarge nurr;bﬂer of child cus;‘g égy moftegs;rn his private practice as a professional family
counselof. He descrlbed a \? atiety of factors that impact children who are removed from
their homes, mclm%drng %%%

. Psychologlcoi ond neure pro[ogrcol effects associated with disrupted attachment to

biological poren;rs ,s‘§§“
¢ Emotionadl dlsrup’non for all family members
¢ The challenge to crcljus’r to the foster care environment

{

Dr. Viser said individuals who take advantage of false reporting to the Child Abuse Hotline
do so for many reasons, primarily to gain custody of a child from the accused parent and
to punish the accused parent. False reporfing of these types of allegations are so great in
number they have been labeled as the SAID syndrome, Sexual Allegations In Divorce. Data
has shown that 45% of all true findings by DHS are reversed upon appeal.

Mr. Alex White was sworn in under oath by Senator Clark. Mr. White read o prepared
statement concerning child abuse allegations made against him which resulted in the loss
of his job with the Developmental Disabilities Services (DDS). He described specific

Page 2 of 5



dllegations of physical abuse made against him by his ex-wife. He subsequently made
statements o DCFS investigators in both Grant and Saline Counites. Conflicting information
was provided from the two county offices. The allegations are pending an appedal.

Mr. Jim Brader, Director, Developmental Disabilities Services (DDS} was sworh in under oath
by Senator Clark. Mr. Brader was asked about his knowledge conceming the termination
of Mr. Alex White by DDS. Mr. Brader said he could not discuss specific employment issues.
He reviewed DDS employment termination policies and said an employee who has an
dllegation of child abuse or moh‘reo’rmen’r made ogoins’r Them is immedio’rely disqualified

~~~~~

for the Termmo’red employee. v ;;<

(i
sy

Lisa MaGee, o’r’rorney, Arkansas Department of Human Serwceég

<<<<<

‘‘‘‘‘

()

gggggggggg

i

Ms. Bridgitt Brantley was sworn in under oath by’Séna’ror C[ark Ms. Bronﬂeyitold legislators
she believes the DHS system is misused in parental cus’rody;mo’r’rers She said when she and
her husband married she had two children from a prewous marriage and her husband had
one ch:ld from a prewous marriage. Mrs, Brcmﬂey summagnzed events her family
Child Abuse Hotline: qa {ﬁ%gf;;] ) il

» An anonymous cadller alleged Ms. Bromﬂey 55 i xsx% ;r §O?Id dough’rer had sexually
i
E 5

abused her five year-old stepson el TR
were immediately faken away by

> Joint custody and wsﬁa’rﬁoq rights with hgégr s’repson
DHS A %gga ()

> DHS interviewed all ‘rhrgee children at Thelffécp’ool without the knowledge of the
parents *@%EIW %iéﬁﬁfizi%%%

353
> Following, (o C@urToppeGr nce, d

& dn Gl fve e safety plan was inifiated by DHS in the
srantieyihome [, iy,

> The sg}fe’ry plan dlcfca;red no co z;rggc‘r by the six year-old daughter when Ms. Brantiey's
five’ yearold step son vm;‘ed §z§

> A second gllegqhon of sexuol abuse against her six year-old daughter was made the
day after her; s‘repson V|5|’red the Brantley home following implementation of the
safety plan i} i, id

‘‘‘‘‘

i
> Mrs. Brantley wosgnevef' interviewed by DHS
i

AEER

Following coun‘-orderedi-mveshgo’rlons of all parties, the Judge in the matter gave custody
of the stepson fo Mr. and Mrs. Brantley and supetrvised visitation to the child’s mother. Mrs.
Brantley said her family has incurred over $15,000 in legal fees. She believes DHS policies
should include protections for individuals who are falsely accused.

Dr. Clair Kelley was sworn in under oath by Senator Clark. Dr. Kelley told legislators Mr.
Churchwell is the third attorney who has represented her family for over nine years,
beginning in 2008. She provided details and a timeline of all of the allegations of child
malfreatment made against she and her husband, including:
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e July, 2008 a cail was made to the Child Abuse Hoftline alleging physical abuse of Dr.
Kelley's stepson by his father

* Subsequent fo interviews by a DHS investigator, the allegation was found untrue
July, 2010 a second call was made to the Child Abuse Hotline alleging physical
abuse of her stepson by Dr. Kelley

» DHS investigators went 1o the Kelley's home, forced the children to be disrobe and
be examined. The charges were found to be unfrue

* July, 2014 a call to the Child Abuse Hotline was made dlleging physical abuse by
both Dr. Kelley and her husband and the charges were cgom found fo be untrue

investigated.

Kanoe Fendley was sworn in under ocath by Senator Clork Ms Fendley described her
personal experience concerning allegations of chlld abuse and molfreo’rmen’r made
against her through calls placed to the Child Abuse Hotline. She descnbed colls made that
included a variety of child maltreatment allegohons} @ '@ i
* A adllegation was made saying she was unobleifo flnoncmlly suppor’r her two children
¢ Following an interview by a DHS mves’ngd’ror no‘f“urrher contact was made by DHS
¢ In 2010, an anonymous call to The‘Chlld Abuse HoTllne dlleged Ms. Fendley to be
incapacitated from alcohol gig,‘gi%%gé i R/
o Following an interview at her home' a’r 17 3@} , o furiher contact was made by
DHS i* L
» Ananonymous call to ’rpezChlld Abuse}‘Hoﬂln all
children by Ms. Fendley “?; u
e Ms. Fendley lost custody of ’rhe two chlldren but has since regained custody
following an oppeol hecmngg;%iiié *zﬁ;f%’
L Y, b
Ms. Findley scnd she‘*hos no fClI’fhglI’] ’rh%@@sie‘?ﬁgbro’rechng her parental rights.

i ] m*%

fi Mggigg; '
éigge%d physical abuse of the two

The followmg presen’rers wfer? swom%m under oath by Senator Clark:
o H<—:-m*heri Fmdley Garland Coun;ty IDCFS Supervisor
o Cecilla Byer, Attorney %@fgﬂce of Chief Council, DHS
o David Sierllng Aﬁomey,{,%bHS

Ms. Findley was oskeof o dISCUSS her position with DHS and her observations of child
maltreatment cases d@nngr’rhe previous year. Ms. Findley said she is currently a supervisor
with DHS. In her former posmon as a caseworker, she said her job duties included
evaluating families' needs.

Senator Clark recognized David Sterling who asked to address the committee. Mr. Sterling
said DHS employees are prohibited by statute from giving testimony on specifics of an
investigation involving o child maltreatment case.

Ms. Cecilla Dyer was asked if data is available for child maltreatment cases, in particular
those cases that have gone through an appeal process. She was also asked if data is
available on a county level. Additionally, she was asked to provide the committee with
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data on calls made fo the Child Abuse Hotline regarding the number of calls determined to

be false aliegations.
number of anonymous reporis accepted and the number of calls determined as true can

Lisa MaGee responded to the requests for data from Ms. Dyer and said the data for the

be provided fo the legislators. Ms. MaGee said the Department can also collect daia

concerning information given regarding the right of an individual to appeadl.

There being no furiher business, the meeting adjourned at 5:45 p.m.
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