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The Arkansas State Broadband Office

The Arkansas State Broadband Office was established in 2019 and
has administered broadband infrastructure grants since 2020.
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ARConnect

Vision

Eliminate the digital divide and
establish an era of efficient, next-
generation opportunity, society, and
government

Three Pillars of Broadband
Access, Affordability, and
Opportunity

Everyday Mission

Deploy broadband to as many
unserved and underserved
Arkansans as possible

BN M The Arkansas State Broadband Office



Historic Moment for Arkansas

ARConnect

ARKANSAS TO RECEIVE
OVER $1B TO EXPAND
BROADBAND IN STATE

BACK TO ALL NEWS

LITTLE ROCK, Ark. (June 26, 2023) — Today, the Arkansas
Department of Commerce, along with Governor Sarah Huckabee
Sanders, announced that Arkansas will receive $1,024,303,993.86
from the Broadband Equity, Access, and Deployment (BEAD)
program administered by the National Telecommunications and
Information Administration (NTIA) under the Infrastructure
Investment and Jobs Act. The funds will be used to expand

broadband access in Arkansas and address affordability and digital
skills needs throughout the state.

B B The Arkansas State Broadband Office



2023: A Year of Organizing and

Planning
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Vision for Arkansas
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Digitat-divide by 2030



Three Pillars of Broadband

ARConnect
The Arkansas State Broadband Office

Access Affordability  Opportunity
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Three Pillars in Arkansas

Access

~1,360,000

Total Locations

~1,242,000

Grant-ineligible Locations
Served: 892,000 | Funded: 350,000

~118,000

Grant-eligible Locations

Affordability

~600,00

Households

ARConnect
Arkansas State Broadband Office

Emw m The

Opportunity

~2 74,00

Residents, aged 18-64, may lack
basic @ al skills




ARC Projects Awarded To Date
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182

Projects

$533.2M

Total Grants

129K

Households

Projects by Completed Status

4
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(77.47%)

Projects by Funding Round
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ARC Projects Completed >
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Projects by Funding Round
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ARC Projects in Progress >
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Projects by Funding Round
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~118,000

Locations remain unserved or
underserved




ew State Broadband Map
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~892,000

Locations reported as served by

ISPs
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The Broadband Equity,

cess, and Deployment
(BEAD) Program
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Potential of the BEAD Program

ARConnect
Now is a historic moment for broadband in Arkansas...we must seize it!
$1.024B in Mandate to reach | |Challenging Non-deployment
funding ~118,000 execution
locations
e 1/19 states to receive * Goal of 90% or more * Double the work, in a Education, healthcare,
$1B+ fiber build guarter of the time small business,

e O per capita e Labor, supply chain, and| | agriculture

inflation could slow

progress

19



Complexity of the BEAD Program

ARConnect
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(1) Unprecedented $1B in 365 days
in size

Higher level of Multiple phases of planning documents

state planning requiring approvgl by the National.

required Telecommunications and Information
Administration (NTIA); emphasis on mapping

and analytics; entire state will go up for bid at



Arkansas Has Met or Exceeded NTIA A
Timelines ARG
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Gathering input from Arkansans Defining a vision for BEAD  Drafting detailed proposals

[ County visit

[ County visit +
focus group

Regional meetin Five-Year
Q 9 ) 9 Action Plan
locations AUGUST 2023

Statewide tour of all 75 counties Organized input into a Five-Year Compiled list of ~118K residential and
Launch of County Broadband Committees Action Plan business locations and Community Anchor
(48) Analyzed current state of Institutions (e.qg., libraries, fire departments)
workforce and infrastructure, with more to come submitted for public comments and to NTIA for

|, ahead of deadli
Gathered survey feedback from over 12,500 approval, ahead ot deadlines

Arkansans
All required BEAD planning document milestones have been met. The documents have entered the “curing process” with

NTIA.




Preliminary Timeline for BEAD A
Implementation ARGt
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2024 2025

Preliminary BEAD Timeline Q1 Q2 Q3 Q4 Q1 Q2
1) Mapping Challenge
Process
2) ARC Grant Pre-application
Process

Application

Process

Awards
3) Non-Deployment Grant
Process
L 4

Today

I Launch & Preparation [ Technical Assistance ¥ Implementation ) ) Analysis & Communication 22



Non-Deployment Priorities
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Educatic all business

Agricultur Healthcare
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Discussion
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broadband.arkansas.gov
broadband@arkansas.gov
@ARConnectASBO
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