AGENDA (Revised 03/27/2017, 7:20 PM)
(Added Bills)

House Committee on Education
91st General Assembly
Regular Session, 2017

Tuesday, March 28, 2017
10:00 AM
Room 138, State Capitol
Little Rock, Arkansas

Rep. Bruce Cozart, Chair Rep. Mark Lowery Rep. Dan Sullivan

Rep. Charlotte V. Douglas, Vice-Chair Rep. Mark D. McElroy Rep. Nelda Speaks

Rep. Stephen Meeks Rep. George B. McGill Rep. Mickey Gates

Rep. Gary Deffenbaugh Rep. Andy Davis Rep. DeAnn Vaught

Rep. Jon S. Eubanks Rep. Jana Della Rosa Rep. James Sturch

Rep. John W. Walker Rep. Grant Hodges Rep. Frances Cavenaugh
Rep. Rick Beck Rep. Sonia Eubanks Barker

CONCUR IN SENATE AMENDMENT TO HOUSE BILL

Number Sponsor Subtitle

HB1567 Hammer TO MAKE FOSTER CHILDREN ELIGIBLE FOR A SCHOLARSHIP IN THE SUCCEED
SCHOLARSHIP PROGRAM; AND TO DECLARE AN EMERGENCY.

REGULAR AGENDA

Number Sponsor Subtitle

SB26 A. Clark TO INCREASE TEACHERS IN HIGH NEEDS SUBJECT AREAS; AND TO PROVIDE
SCHOLARSHIPS FOR TEACHERS WHO AGREE TO TEACH IN THE HIGH NEEDS SUBJECT
AREAS.

HB1811 Davis TO AMEND PROVISIONS OF THE ARKANSAS CODE CONCERNING PREKINDERGARTEN
PROGRAMS.

HB1820 C. Douglas CONCERNING SCHOOL DISTRICT WAIVERS; TO REQUIRE THE STATE BOARD OF

EDUCATION TO GRANT A SCHOOL DISTRICT WAIVER PETITION IF AN OPEN-
ENROLLMENT PUBLIC CHARTER SCHOOL DRAWING STUDENTS FROM THE SCHOOL
DISTRICT WAS GRANTED A WAIVER.

HB1834 K. Hendren TO PROHIBIT A PUBLIC SCHOOL DISTRICT OR OPEN-ENROLLMENT PUBLIC CHARTER
SCHOOL FROM INCLUDING IN ITS CURRICULUM OR COURSE MATERIALS FOR A
PROGRAM OF STUDY BOOKS OR ANY OTHER MATERIAL AUTHORED BY OR
CONCERNING HOWARD ZINN.

SB329 A. Clark TO RAISE THE PRICE THRESHOLD FOR THE PURCHASE OF COMMODITIES THAT
SCHOOL DISTRICTS MUST PROCURE BY SOLICITING BIDS; AND TO PROVIDE FOR
ANNUAL ADJUSTMENTS IN THE PURCHASE PRICE THRESHOLD BASED ON INFLATION.

SB274 Elliott TO REVISE THE CIRCUMSTANCES UNDER WHICH A PUBLIC SCHOOL OR PUBLIC
SCHOOL DISTRICT THAT HAS BEEN TAKEN OVER BY THE STATE FOR BEING IN
ACADEMIC DISTRESS CAN BE RETURNED TO LOCAL CONTROL; AND TO DECLARE AN

EMERGENCY.

SB371 A. Clark TO AMEND PROVISIONS OF THE ARKANSAS CODE CONCERNING PUBLIC SCHOOL
INTER-DISTRICT STUDENT TRANSFERS.

SB372 A. Clark TO AMEND PROVISIONS OF THE PUBLIC SCHOOL CHOICE ACT OF 2015; AND TO
DECLARE AN EMERGENCY.

SB562 J. English TO AMEND OR REPEAL OBSOLETE LAWS CONCERNING PUBLIC EDUCATION.

SB568 A. Clark CONCERNING THE ECONOMIC SECURITY REPORT PREPARED BY THE DEPARTMENT

OF WORKFORCE SERVICES.

Notice: Silence your cell phones. Keep your personal conversations to a minimum. Observe restrictions
designating areas as "Members and Staff Only"
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TO REPEAL THE REQUIREMENT THAT A PUBLIC SCHOOL OR SCHOOL DISTRICT
PROVIDE A DUTY-FREE LUNCH PERIOD FOR FULL-TIME NONEXEMPT CLASSIFIED
EMPLOYEES.

TO AMEND THE LAW CONCERNING IN-STATE TUITION FOR VETERANS, MILITARY
PERSONNEL, AND DEPENDENTS.

TO ALLOW A STUDENT TO RECEIVE HIGH SCHOOL GRADUATION CREDIT FOR
COMPLETING BASIC TRAINING IN THE MILITARY BEFORE GRADUATING FROM HIGH
SCHOOL.

TO AMEND PROVISIONS OF TITLE 6 OF THE ARKANSAS CODE CONCERNING
DISCIPLINE OF STUDENTS IN PUBLIC SCHOOLS.

TO CREATE THE RIGHT TO READ ACT.

TO PROVIDE THAT SUPERINTENDENTS AND PERSONNEL OF THE DEPARTMENT OF
EDUCATION ARE IMMUNE FROM ANY CIVIL LIABILITY FOR ENFORCING A POLICY THAT
COMPLIES WITH STATE OR FEDERAL LAW.

TO AMEND PROVISIONS OF THE ARKANSAS CODE CONCERNING PUBLIC SCHOOL
EDUCATION.

TO AMEND PROVISIONS OF THE ARKANSAS CODE CONCERNING THE PUBLIC SCHOOL
STATE ACCOUNTABILITY SYSTEM.

TO ESTABLISH THE PARENTAL CHOICE PILOT PROGRAM.

TO AMEND PROVISIONS OF THE ARKANSAS CODE CONCERNING PUBLIC SCHOOL
ACADEMIC FACILITIES.

TO AMEND PROVISIONS OF THE ARKANSAS CODE CONCERNING THE CREATION OF A
DIGITAL LEARNING TASK FORCE; TO AMEND PROVISIONS OF THE ARKANSAS CODE
CONCERNING DIGITAL LEARNING COURSES; AND TO DECLARE AN EMERGENCY; AND
FOR OTHER PURPOSES.

TO AMEND PROVISIONS OF TITLE 6 OF THE ARKANSAS CODE CONCERNING READING
PROFICIENCY OF PUBLIC SCHOOL STUDENTS.

TO AMEND PROVISIONS OF THE ARKANSAS CODE CONCERNING BONDED DEBT
ASSISTANCE; TO IMPROVE EFFICIENCY IN THE PROVISION OF BONDED DEBT
ASSISTANCE TO PUBLIC SCHOOL DISTRICTS.

TO ALLOW CERTAIN YOUTH GROUPS TO USE PUBLIC SCHOOL BUILDINGS OR
PROPERTY TO PROVIDE SERVICES AT TIMES OTHER THAN INSTRUCTIONAL TIME; AND
TO ALLOW CERTAIN YOUTH GROUPS TO SPEAK TO STUDENTS DURING SCHOOL
HOURS.

TO ADD TEACHERS IN KINDERGARTEN THROUGH GRADE SIX (K-6) AS TEACHERS
ELIGIBLE TO RECEIVE ADDITIONAL COMPENSATION FOR VOLUNTEERING TO TEACH
MORE THAN THE MAXIMUM NUMBER OF STUDENTS PERMITTED; AND TO DECLARE AN
EMERGENCY.

TO DELAY THE INCLUSION OF A SCORE ON THE WRITING PORTION OF THE ACT
ASPIRE ASSESSMENT IN A DETERMINATION OF THE ACADEMIC PERFORMANCE OF A
STUDENT, PUBLIC SCHOOL, OR PUBLIC SCHOOL DISTRICT.

TO AMEND THE LAW CONCERNING REQUIRED NOTIFICATIONS TO A PROSECUTING
AUTHORITY REGARDING A STUDENT'S UNEXCUSED ABSENCES.

TO ALLOW A SCHOOL DISTRICT TO WAIVE PHYSICAL EDUCATION REQUIREMENTS
FOR A STUDENT WHO PROVIDES PROOF OF PHYSICAL ACTIVITY; AND TO EXEMPT A
STUDENT WITH A PHYSICAL EDUCATION WAIVER FROM PHYSICAL EDUCATION
GRADUATION REQUIREMENTS.

PENDING FISCAL IMPACT

Subtitle
TO REQUIRE CAMERAS IN CERTAIN CLASSROOMS UPON REQUEST.

DEFERRED
Subtitle

TO ALLOW THE TEACHER FAIR DISMISSAL ACT OF 1983 TO BE WAIVED IF A PUBLIC
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SCHOOL OR PUBLIC SCHOOL DISTRICT IS UNDER STATE AUTHORITY AFTER BEING
CLASSIFIED AS BEING IN DISTRESS.

TO CREATE THE GENERAL ASSEMBLY PROMISE LOTTERY SCHOLARSHIP PROGRAM;
TO PROVIDE FUNDS TO EVERY CHILD BORN IN ARKANSAS TO BE USED FOR COLLEGE
TUITION.

TO EXCLUDE PRINCIPALS, ASSISTANT PRINCIPALS, AND CENTRAL OFFICE
EMPLOYEES WITH A MULTIYEAR EMPLOYMENT CONTRACT FROM THE DEFINITION OF
"TEACHER" UNDER THE TEACHER FAIR DISMISSAL ACT OF 1983.

TO ALLOW A STUDENT TO CHOOSE WHICH GRADE IN WHICH TO TAKE THE COLLEGE
AND CAREER READINESS ASSESSMENT.

CONCERNING WHO MAY SERVE AS A PROCTOR OF A TEST OR ASSESSMENT
ADMINISTERED UNDER THE ARKANSAS COMPREHENSIVE TESTING, ASSESSMENT,
AND ACCOUNTABILITY PROGRAM ACT.

TO REQUIRE A STUDENT TO PARTICIPATE IN VISUAL ARTS OR PERFORMING ARTS IN
EITHER GRADE SEVEN OR GRADE EIGHT.

TO CREATE THE DEMOGRAPHIC PREFERENCE DISCLOSURE ACT.

CONCERNING SCHOOL NURSING AND TO MODIFY THE REQUIREMENTS FOR A
SCHOOL NURSE.

TO CREATE RECALL ELECTIONS FOR MEMBERS OF SCHOOL DISTRICT BOARDS OF
DIRECTORS; AND TO AMEND THE LAW CONCERNING SCHOOL DISTRICT BOARDS OF
DIRECTORS.

TO PROVIDE ARKANSAS BETTER CHANCE PROGRAMS LOCATED WITHIN A SCHOOL
DISTRICT FUNDING EQUAL TO THE FOUNDATION FUNDING AMOUNT FOR EACH EARLY
GRADUATE OF THE PUBLIC SCHOOL DISTRICT.

TO GIVE CHARTER SCHOOLS AUTHORITY TO WEIGHT ADMISSION LOTTERIES AT
THEIR DISCRETION.

CONCERNING APPLICATIONS FOR OR AMENDMENTS OF PUBLIC CHARTERS UNDER
THE ARKANSAS QUALITY CHARTER SCHOOLS ACT OF 2013.

TO CREATE A COMMUNITY PUBLIC EDUCATION BOARD.

TO ESTABLISH A PILOT PROGRAM TO MAKE GRANTS TO HISTORICALLY BLACK
COLLEGES AND UNIVERSITIES TO PROVIDE EDUCATIONAL PROGRAMS TO
OFFENDERS WHO ARE RECENTLY RELEASED OR SOON-TO-BE RELEASED FROM
INCARCERATION.

CONCERNING ETHICS OF MEMBERS OF A BOARD OF DIRECTORS OF A PUBLIC
SCHOOL DISTRICT; AND TO CREATE THE BOARD OF DIRECTORS ETHICS REVIEW
BOARD.

TO REQUIRE A SCHOOL DISTRICT TO PAY ONE-HALF (1/2) THE COST OF REMEDIATION
FOR A STUDENT WHO RECEIVED A HIGH SCHOOL GRADE OF B OR BETTER IN THE
SUBJECT IN WHICH THE STUDENT REQUIRES REMEDIATION; AND FOR OTHER
PURPOSES.

TO ESTABLISH A FOOD PANTRY MATCHING GRANT PROGRAM TO BE ADMINISTERED
BY THE DEPARTMENT OF HIGHER EDUCATION.

TO ALLOW AN OPEN-ENROLLMENT PUBLIC CHARTER SCHOOL TO USE A WEIGHTED
LOTTERY IN ITS ADMISSIONS PROCESS BASED ON CERTAIN STUDENT
CHARACTERISTICS.

TO ESTABLISH THE ARKANSAS EARLY LITERACY ASSESSMENT PROCUREMENT ACT.

TO ALLOW CONTRIBUTIONS BY A TAXPAYER TO A TAX-DEFERRED TUITION SAVINGS
PROGRAM ESTABLISHED IN ANOTHER STATE TO BE DEDUCTED FROM AN ARKANSAS
TAXPAYER'S INCOME TAX.

TO REQUIRE STATE-SUPPORTED INSTITUTIONS OF HIGHER EDUCATION TO OFFER
STATE EMPLOYEES AND THEIR DEPENDENTS A REDUCED TUITION RATE.

TO LIMIT THE SALARY AMOUNT OF AN ADMINISTRATOR IN A PUBLIC SCHOOL
DISTRICT.

TO ADD THE CLASSIC LEARNING TEST AS AN ALLOWABLE COLLEGE ENTRY
EXAMINATION FOR THE PURPOSE OF RECEIVING SCHOLARSHIPS.
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TO ENSURE THAT PERSONALLY IDENTIFIABLE INFORMATION OF STUDENTS IS
PROTECTED.

TO REVISE THE ACADEMIC FACILITIES WEALTH INDEX.

ACT TO PROVIDE GRADUATES OF AN ARKANSAS HIGH SCHOOL EQUAL OPPORTUNITY
TO RECEIVE IN-STATE TUITION AND OTHER FINANCIAL ASSISTANCE BENEFITS AT A
STATE-SUPPORTED INSTITUTION OF HIGHER EDUCATION.

CONCERNING THE EFFICIENT OPERATION OF CERTAIN STATE AGENCIES; TO SPECIFY
THE PROCESS FOR A POSSIBLE MERGER OF CROWLEY'S RIDGE TECHNICAL
INSTITUTE TO EAST ARKANSAS COMMUNITY COLLEGE; AND TO DECLARE AN
EMERGENCY.

TO REPEAL THE ACADEMIC FACILITIES EXTRAORDINARY CIRCUMSTANCES PROGRAM.
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