AGENDA (Revised 3/31/25 @ 3:25 PM)
Moved Bills to Regular Agenda

House Committee on Education

Tuesday, April 1, 2025
10:00 AM
Room 138, State Capitol
Little Rock, Arkansas

Rep. Keith Brooks, Chair Rep. Austin McCollum Rep. Stetson Painter

Rep. Brit McKenzie, Vice-Chair Rep. Sonia Eubanks Barker Rep. Wade Andrews

Rep. Stephen Meeks Rep. Julie Mayberry Rep. Jessie McGruder

Rep. Bruce Cozart Rep. Denise Garner Rep. Lincoln Barnett

Rep. Rick Beck Rep. Tony Furman Rep. Diana Gonzales Worthen

Rep. Karilyn Brown Rep. Steven Walker Rep. Jason Nazarenko

Rep. DeAnn Vaught Rep. Hope Duke

CONCUR IN SENATE AMENDMENT

Number Sponsor Subtitle

HB1633 Brooks TO AMEND ELIGIBILITY REQUIREMENTS FOR PARTICIPATING IN
EXTRACURRICULAR ACTIVITIES FOR CERTAIN STUDENTS WHO TRANSFER
SCHOOLS; AND TO DECLARE AN EMERGENCY.

RE-REFERRED TO COMMITTEE

Number Sponsor Subtitle

HB1709 Steele TO AMEND THE HUMAN SERVICES WORKERS IN THE SCHOOLS PROGRAM,;
AND TO INCLUDE MENTAL HEALTH COUNSELORS IN THE HUMAN SERVICES
WORKERS IN THE SCHOOLS PROGRAM.

REGULAR AGENDA

Number Sponsor Subtitle

HB1710 Vaught TO PROHIBIT A SCHOOL FROM USING OR REFERENCING A PUBLIC SCHOOL
RATING IN ANY ADVERTISING, PROMOTIONAL MATERIAL, OR COMMUNICATION
DIRECTED TO THE PUBLIC.

HB1727 L. Johnson TO AMEND THE FUNDING AVAILABLE TO ADULT EDUCATION CHARTER
SCHOOLS.

HB1283 J. Mayberry TO REQUIRE THE DIVISION OF ELEMENTARY AND SECONDARY EDUCATION TO
INCLUDE DIGITAL MEDIA STANDARDS IN KINDERGARTEN THROUGH GRADE
TWELVE LIBRARY MEDIA STANDARDS.

HB1017 A. Collins TO AMEND THE LAW REGARDING PAID MATERNITY LEAVE FOR PUBLIC
SCHOOL EMPLOYEES; AND TO REQUIRE THE DIVISION OF ELEMENTARY AND
SECONDARY EDUCATION TO PAY FOR INCURRED COSTS FOR APPROVED PAID
MATERNITY LEAVE.

HB1755 T. Shephard TO REQUIRE EACH PUBLIC SCHOOL TO PARTICIPATE IN THE ARKANSAS

PREVENTION NEEDS ASSESSMENT SURVEY.
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Vaught

Vaught

D. Garner
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Stone

Vaught

Andrews

TO PROVIDE ELIGIBILITY FOR A TUITION BENEFIT TO SOLDIERS AND AIRMEN
OF THE ARKANSAS NATIONAL GUARD ATTENDING CERTAIN PRIVATE TWO-
YEAR AND FOUR-YEAR COLLEGES AND UNIVERSITIES.

TO AMEND THE LAW CONCERNING THE ADMISSIONS AT THE UNIVERSITY OF
ARKANSAS COLLEGE OF MEDICINE.

TO CREATE THE ROBOTICS COMPETITION GRANT PROGRAM FOR ELIGIBLE
ROBOTICS TEAMS IN PUBLIC OR PRIVATE SCHOOLS FOR THE PURPOSE OF
ENCOURAGING STUDY IN THE FIELDS OF SCIENCE, TECHNOLOGY,
ENGINEERING, AND MATHEMATICS.

TO PROHIBIT A PUBLIC SCHOOL DISTRICT AND AN EDUCATIONAL SERVICE
COOPERATIVE FROM REQUIRING OR TAKING CERTAIN ACTIONS RELATED TO
EMPLOYEE ORGANIZATIONS AND PROFESSIONAL ASSOCIATIONS.

TO AMEND THE ARKANSAS FINANCIAL EDUCATION COMMISSION.
TO ESTABLISH THE STATE APPRENTICESHIP AGENCY ACT.

TO REPEAL ADDITIONAL FUNDING FOR THE DEVELOPMENT AND
ADMINISTRATION OF PROFESSIONAL LEARNING COMMUNITIES.

TO CREATE THE RELEASED TIME EDUCATION ACT.

TO AMEND THE DEFINITION OF "BULLYING"; AND TO CREATE A PROCESS
WHEREBY A PUBLIC SCHOOL MAY CONDUCT MULTIPLE, SIMULTANEOUS
INVESTIGATIONS INTO THE SAME ALLEGATION OF BULLYING UNDER CERTAIN
CIRCUMSTANCES.

TO AMEND THE ARKANSAS EDUCATIONAL SUPPORT AND ACCOUNTABILITY
ACT; TO CREATE AN EXCEPTION TO ATTENDANCE REQUIREMENTS FOR A
STUDENT WHO TAKES A GED TEST; AND TO AMEND THE SCORE
REQUIREMENTS FOR THE GED TEST.

TO ALLOW A PUBLIC HIGH SCHOOL TO REQUIRE AN ENROLLED STUDENT TO
EARN ONE UNIT OF CREDIT INA COMPUTER SCIENCE OR COMPUTER
SCIENCE-RELATED CAREER AND TECHNICAL EDUCATION COURSE IN ORDER
TO GRADUATE.

TO AMEND THE DAYS INCLUDED IN THE TOTAL NUMBER OF MATERNITY LEAVE
DAYS APPROVED BY A SCHOOL THAT OFFERS MATERNITY LEAVE.

TO CREATE THE BABIES AT SCHOOL ACT; AND TO ALLOW SCHOOLS TO
PERMIT EMPLOYEES WHO ARE PARENTS TO BRING THEIR INFANTS SIX
MONTHS OR YOUNGER TO WORK.

TO INCREASE FISCAL RESPONSIBILITY THROUGH THE ESTABLISHMENT OF
INCOME LIMITS FOR STUDENTS ELIGIBLE FOR EDUCATIONAL FREEDOM
ACCOUNTS IN THE 2025-2026 SCHOOL YEAR AND THEREAFTER.

TO AMEND THE LAW CONCERNING THE USE OF POSITIVE BEHAVIORAL
SUPPORTS IN PUBLIC SCHOOL DISTRICTS.

TO PROHIBIT ANTISEMITISM IN PUBLIC ELEMENTARY AND SECONDARY
SCHOOLS; AND TO PROHIBIT ANTISEMITISM IN STATE-SUPPORTED
INSTITUTIONS OF HIGHER EDUCATION.

TO PROVIDE CURRICULUM TRANSPARENCY FOR PARENTS OF
KINDERGARTEN THROUGH GRADE TWELVE STUDENTS; AND TO ALLOW A
PARENT TO REVIEW AND OPT OUT OF SELECTED LIBRARY MEDIA MATERIALS
FOR HIS OR HER CHILD.

TO AMEND PROVISIONS OF THE ARKANSAS CODE TO IMPROVE EFFICIENCY IN
STUDENT INSTRUCTION; AND TO CREATE A STANDARDIZED FLEXIBLE
SCHOOL CALENDAR SYSTEM FOR PUBLIC SCHOOLS.
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TO CREATE ELI'S LAW; AND TO REQUIRE EACH PUBLIC SCHOOL TO INSTALL
AN AUDIO RECORDING DEVICE IN EACH LOCKER ROOM AND DRESSING ROOM
ON THE PUBLIC SCHOOL CAMPUS.

AN ACT TO AMEND THE USE OF PROFESSIONAL DEVELOPMENT FUNDING
THAT EXCEEDS THE MAXIMUM AMOUNT AWARDED TO PUBLIC SCHOOLS FOR
PUBLIC SCHOOL TEACHERS UNDER THE PUBLIC SCHOOL FUNDING ACT OF
2003.

PENDING FISCAL IMPACT

Subtitle

TO AMEND PUBLIC SCHOOL FUNDING AMOUNTS UNDER THE PUBLIC SCHOOL
FUNDING ACT OF 2003.

TO ALLOW A PARENT, LEGAL GUARDIAN, OR PERSON STANDING IN LOCO
PARENTIS TO A STUDENT TO DOCUMENT AND MAINTAIN THE COMMUNITY
SERVICE HOURS THE STUDENT OBTAINS.

DEFERRED BILLS

Subtitle

TO CREATE THE BRIGHTER START ACT OF 2025; AND TO REQUIRE THE
TREASURER OF STATE TO MAKE A ONE-TIME CONTRIBUTION TO EACH
EXISTING AND FUTURE ARKANSAS BRIGHTER FUTURE FUND PLAN ACCOUNT.

TO REQUIRE A SCHOOL RESOURCE OFFICER OR LAW ENFORCEMENT
PERSONNEL TO OBTAIN CERTIFICATION IN YOUTH MENTAL HEALTH FIRST AID;
AND TO REQUIRE A SCHOOL COUNSELOR TO RECEIVE YOUTH MENTAL
HEALTH FIRST AID TRAINING.

TO CREATE THE ARKANSAS HEALTHY LIFESTYLE EDUCATION ACT OF 2025;
AND TO ENSURE THE HEALTH CURRICULUM IN ARKANSAS PUBLIC SCHOOLS
ADDRESSES CERTAIN HEALTH ISSUES FACING STUDENTS.

TO AMEND THE PUBLIC SCHOOL FUNDING ACT OF 2003; AND TO ADD AN
ADDITIONAL CATEGORY OF FUNDING FOR SPECIAL EDUCATION FUNDING.

TO ALLOW A PUBLIC SCHOOL DISTRICT TO USE STATE FUNDS TO PAY FOR AN
ADULT EDUCATION PROGRAM WITH WHICH IT CONTRACTS.

TO REQUIRE MEMBERS OF THE PUBLIC TO BE AFFORDED THE OPPORTUNITY
TO PRESENT PUBLIC COMMENT AT EACH MEETING OF A SCHOOL DISTRICT
BOARD OF DIRECTORS.

TO AMEND THE MECHANISM BY WHICH SCHOOL NURSES ARE COMPENSATED.

TO REQUIRE A REPORT CARD TO INCLUDE A STUDENT'S CURRENT READING
GRADE LEVEL.

TO CREATE AN EXCEPTION TO THE SCHOOL ATTENDANCE REQUIREMENTS
FOR A STUDENT WHO TAKES A GED TEST AND RECEIVES A GED.

TO AMEND THE PUBLIC SCHOOL FUNDING ACT OF 2003; AND TO ADD AN
ADDITIONAL EDUCATION CATEGORY OF FUNDING FOR SPECIAL EDUCATION.

TO REPEAL THE REQUIREMENT THAT A PUBLIC SCHOOL STUDENT RETURN
TEMPORARILY ISSUED ITEMS, RESOURCES, MATERIALS, AND PROPERTY
BELONGING TO A PUBLIC SCHOOL IN ORDER TO BE ELIGIBLE TO ENROLL IN A
HOME SCHOOL.
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TO REQUIRE PUBLIC SCHOOLS TO SUBMIT DATAAND OTHER INFORMATION
RELATED TO A PUBLIC SCHOOL STUDENT'S INDIVIDUALIZED EDUCATION
PROGRAM USING A UNIFORM STATEWIDE DATA COLLECTION SYSTEM.

TO REQUIRE SCHOOLS TO PROVIDE CERTAIN INFORMATION ON TYPE 1 AND
TYPE 2 DIABETES WHEN OTHER HEALTH INFORMATION IS PROVIDED.

TO LIMIT THE NUMBER OF CREDITS A STUDENT MAY OBTAIN IN A COURSE
CREDIT RECOVERY PROGRAM.

TO REQUIRE EACH PUBLIC SCHOOL DISTRICT AND OPEN-ENROLLMENT
PUBLIC CHARTER SCHOOL TO IMPLEMENT A MOBILE PANIC ALERT SYSTEM.

TO REQUIRE REPORTING ON THE NUMBER OF STUDENTS RECEIVING
ACCOMMODATIONS FOR A DISABILITY AT INSTITUTIONS OF HIGHER
EDUCATION.

TO ALLOW A RESIDENT SCHOOL DISTRICT TO PERMIT A PRIVATE SCHOOL
STUDENT TO PARTICIPATE IN AN INTERSCHOLASTIC ACTIVITY AT THE
RESIDENT SCHOOL DISTRICT UNDER CERTAIN CONDITIONS.

TO AMEND THE UNIVERSAL ACT ASSESSMENT PROGRAM ACT; AND TO AMEND
THE TYPES OF ASSESSMENTS PUBLIC SCHOOLS MAY PROVIDE TO
STUDENTS.

TO CREATE THE ARKANSAS RESPOND, INNOVATE, SUCCEED, AND EMPOWER
(RISE) ACT.

TO AMEND THE MEASURES CONSIDERED WHEN CALCULATING A SCHOOL
RATING; AND TO ENSURE A STUDENT IS NOT COUNTED AS A DROPOUT FOR
PURPOSES OF CALCULATING A SCHOOL-LEVEL GRADUATION RATE IF THE
STUDENT PASSES A GED TEST.

TO AMEND PROVISIONS OF THE ARKANSAS CODE TO CREATE A MORE
EFFICIENT SYSTEM FOR PUBLIC SCHOOLS OF INNOVATION IN ARKANSAS.
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