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ManninﬁJenny

From: Micah Neal [nealmicah@rocketmail.com]
Sent: Monday, September 12, 2016 8:01 AM
To: Manning, Jenny

Subject: Fwd: MMR

Sent from my iPhone

Begin forwarded message:

From: Brandy Doty <brandydotigmail.com>
Date: September 11,2016 at 11:29:16 PM CDT
To: Nealmicah@rocketmail.com

Subject: MMR

I apologize this is so late. I had a two day garage sale and my whole family at my house all day.

I'have what I say is two sets of kids. Meagan and Jordan. Both girls and they are 26 and 28. I
received WIC assistance with both of them and | was young. These two had all their shots,
because I went through the health department with their births and WIC i did what was required
and [ didn't know any better.

My second two I had in my mid thirties Landon my son and Lakyn my daughter. Landon started
with his shot schedule until he had a horrible reaction to his first DPT shot. His little leg was the
size of both of his legs put together. My nephew had a bad reaction to one of his shots around
this same time. My brother-in-law and sister-in-law are convinced their twin son's Aspergers was
due to the MMR. After my brother explained in depth with terminology that I understood but not
able to to explain. In my simple words a certain part of the MMR is harmful to toddlers because
this certain part of the shot interferes with their brain growing. Especially at the age this shot is
recommended this particular part of the brain that is growing it causes it to stop. Brain damage -
autism. My words are vague and over simplified and [ apologize. It was enough for me to make a
decision for myself and for my children. After talking with my husband, my husband and I
decided not to continue immunizations. understand the consequences and [ also understand
there are consequences if they were given.

I chose to file for immunization exemptions for my two youngest, especially my son. 1
understood both sexes could have an autism reaction but felt like my son had a higher risk
knowing my oldest nephew had Aspergers and my other nephew was socially awkward.

September 1, 2016 I got the call from Lakyn's principle of Helen Tyson Middle School. She told
me there was a confirmed case of mumps and Lakyn could go get the MMR shot and return
immediately or be out 26 days. She did reassure me they would work with me with what ever |
choose. I asked if it was 6th or 7th and she wasn't able to tell me. I asked did she know if thig
child was vaccinated or not? She wasn't able to tell me. After the call I felt overwhelmed. I had a
lot of questions and she didn't have any answers for me. I didn't understand how the whole
computer thing from home would work. [ was having a birthday sleepover that night with friends
from that school. I had to somehow focus on that. Later that afternoon the nurse from Southwest
Jr. High where Landon my son goes to school called. Same exact conversation with the
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exception of a confirmed case. Just because of the whole mumps deal. Hmmm i didn't think
about that till now as Im typing this letter. I wanted to trust they had my children in their best
heart. Yet they are my children and I didn't believe this shot was in their best interest.

My son is in the marching band which is a privilege. How would they keep him updated in band?
My daughter is in GT which is Gifted and Talented class. They would be auditioning for Romeo
and Juliet. This is something that means a lot to Lakyn. After just missing two days due this she
missed auditions and might not be able to be a part of this play. I did call NWA Pediatrics Friday
September 2nd to ask questions. They would not be open till Tuesday the 6th. After discussing
with my husband and my kids over the weekend, my husband and I made the decision for them
to get the MMR. We didn't feel like we would get our questions answered especially by the
medical field or anyone for that matter. Like how many are confirmed cases? How many were
vaccinated or not vaccinated? Were their adults that got it? Can you still get it after getting only
the first MMR? Get this, I couldn't Just go in and get a MMR shot at our Pediatrics office. They
would have to do a well appointment check up and then they could get their shot. I don't even
have a say in this. I was getting even more frustrated.

I called Fayetteville Health Department and got an appointment for the next day September 7th. I
walked out of there feeling less of a parent. Feeling like T just did the wrong thing but I didn't
have a choice. Felt violated. I had to trust God to protect my kids from what I couldn't. After
years of scrutiny from Nurses, Doctors, and from vaccination parents. I have never offered my
two cents to others parents but plenty to give me theirs.

My daughter has asthma and polyps and what did i just put in her that could make things worse
for her? If it does affect her i will be the one taking care of her not the government!

Bottom line. I've always felt it was my right to decide what is best for my children. They scared
me and due to it being a holiday I wasn't able to get any questions answered. I felt pressure from

them missing school. Not all teachers are understandable even tho it was beyond my kids
control.

Really how fair was any of this. How many were confirmed cases? How many were immunized?
Why would the school allow us back after only one MMR shot. After all they are still able to get
the mumps up to 3 weeks and they have been exposed to the mumps already. With these answers
I could have made a more educated decision instead of forced decision.

I'm not the most educated person but I know none of this adds up!

Neal thank you for you ear and hope this helps for this to not happen again the way it did.

Thank you.

Brandy Doty
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