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days without being reimbursed. We either need a quick approval process, or a guaranteed base
rate, so that people will not be forced into a nursing home over reimbursement issues.

Prescription medicine is limited under personal care to six prescriptions and anything else has to

be paid by the resident or their responsible party. With the Private Option and Affordable
Healthcare offering unlimited medications, why should these residents be treated differently?

Also there is no limit on medications in a nursing home.

Recommendations:

1.

Allow personal care a onetime $8.00 day increase to make up for not having their annual increases
from 2009. We are also requesting a onetime $5.00 per day increase to help with the labor and
health insurance costs that the facilities are wm_omnm. This is the only way that qualified staff can be

hired and retained by our operators.

Rates need to be rebased annually, rather than having to come to the legislature for funding or
having to go to court. Medicaid already has a healthcare index from THS that they use for the
nursing homes rate adjustment and that would reflect personal care’s costs very closely.

Many of the Medicaid rules need to be revised to allow for labor situations. Medicaid requires

that cooks in an RCF be certified nursing aides, yet this is not a requirement in assisted living,
skilled nursing, or in hospitals. This is an éxtra cost and is unnecessary. Residential care is also
surveyed two times per year, but nursing homes which deal with a much more fragile population,
are only surveyed one time per year.

Rebalancing nursing homes with residential care and assisted living can work. We do need to

have properly funded programs and then some common sense mw?ommw to problems and issues
from Medicaid and DHS. Under the Task Force’s direction, this could happen fairly easily. The
rebalancing does not need an expensive managed care contract to do this and we feel that properly
trained staff at the local DHS office level could handle much of this as they are &H.omm% handling
the approval process.

Reduce the barrjers to entry, this move alone will save the State millions of dollars.




