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Value of Agricultural Production as a share of Total GDP

Arkansas Ranks 8th Nationally, and 1st across the southern region, in agricultural output as a share of total state-level GDP.
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» The value of Arkansas
Agriculture in 2024 was
$13.5 billion which
accounts for 9% of the
Arkansas GDP.

> Arkansas ranks 8t
nationally in terms of
Agriculture GDP as
share of Total GDP.

» Arkansas ranks 1°t
across the southern
region in the same
category.




Value of Agricultural Production per capita in 2024

Arkansas Ranks 8th Nationally, and 1st across the southern region, in Value of Agricultural Production per capita at nearly $4,400 per capita.

» The value of Arkansas
Agriculture Production
per capita in 2024 was
nearly $4,400.

» Arkansas ranks 8t
nationally in terms of
Agriculture GDP per
capita.

> Arkansas ranks 1%t across
the southern region in the
same category.
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Arkansas Net Farm Income - Row Crops
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2025 Projected Arkansas Crop Cash Receipts, Expenses, and

Government Assistance
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The disparity between crop prices received and farm expenses is
the largest it has been in the last 25 years.

Farm crop index average
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IVISION OF AGRICULTURE 3> Row crop farmers continue to be more productive and more
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efficient on the same amount of planted acreage.

(2015 as base year)




Arkansas led the way in Chapter 12 (ag-related) bankruptcies across the
southern region in 2024 and currently leads through June 2025.
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Farms, land in farms, and average acres
per farm, 1850-2024

USDA Economic Research Service
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Note: The Census of Agriculture was first conducted by the Department of Commerce using a farm defini-
tion of $100 of total value of agricultural products sold. This definition has changed many times since 1850
using a combination of acreage and total value of production. Beginning in 1974, the definition of a farm was
any place from which $1,000 or more of agricultural products were sold or normally would have been sold,
which remains the definition today. USDA, National Agricultural Statistics Service (NASS) started adminis-
tering the Census of Agriculture in 1997. Because of data coverage concerns, data from 1978-2002 were
adjusted to more accurately estimate the number of farms and land in farms. This chart uses the adjusted
values for these years.

Source: USDA, Economic Research Service using data from USDA,
National Agricultural Statistics Service, Census of Agriculture (through 2022)
and Farms and Land in Farms: 2024 Summary (February 2025).
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CHARTS o N®TE

During the period 1850 to 1954, the
number of farms increased and were all
roughly the same size.

Since the 1930s, the number of farms
has declined in tandem with an increase
in the average farm size.

The number of farms is the same now as
it was in the year 1860.

Across all types of farming operations,
the amount of land in farms has
remained constant for 125 years.




USDA, Economic Research Service high
farming-concentration counties, 2025
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High farming
concentration Other
M Urban (44 counties) Urban
Rural (409 counties) Rural

Note: High farming-concentration counties are those in which at least 20 percent of the annual average
labor and proprietors’ earnings—or at least 17 percent of the annual average number of jobs—were derived
from farming over the 3-year average of 2019, 2021, and 2022. Urban and rural areas are based on the U.S.
Office of Management and Budget 2023 delineation of core based statistical areas.

Source: USDA, Economic Research Service using data from the U.S. Department
of Commerce, Bureau of Economic Analysis, Regional Economic Accounts.
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Rate of population change in nonmetropolitan counties, 2020-2024

m Population loss: -4 percent or less

= Population loss: between 0 and -4 percent
= Population gain: between 0 and 4 percent
m Population gain: 4 percent or more
Metropolitan counties

Note: Shows the percent change in the U.S. population from July 2020 to June 2024.

Source: USDA Economic Research Service using data from the U.S. Bureau of the
Census Population Estimates Program, 2024.

population has increased 0.3% since 2020 in largely suburban areas. This follows 10 years of

DIVISION OF AGRICULTURE » The population continues to decline in areas where earnings are made from farming. Overall, rural
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decline in rural population from 2011-2020.




Dr. Hunter Biram
Thank You! Questions? Email: hdbiram@uark.edu
= Phone: (501) 671-2168
UA-AEAB Extension UA-AEAB Extension
Newsletter Podcast

ESTE -~ oEYo0

a’ N Pyt
' :‘ & __AERYAR

f" MANAGEMENT
EEEEEEEEEEEEEEEEEE

' OUTHERN
IVlSlON OF AGR[CULTURE : EXTENSION

: RISK
Uf RESEARCI}A&FE\TENSION ‘ MANAGEMEN
Y - EDUCATION


mailto:hdbiram@uark.edu

	Slide 1
	Slide 2
	Slide 3
	Slide 4
	Slide 5
	Slide 6
	Slide 7
	Slide 8
	Slide 9
	Slide 10
	Slide 11

