
DEPT OF PARKS &TOURISM - HISTORY COMMISSION 

Enabling Laws 

Acts 142 and 2099 of 2005. 
A.C.A. 513-3-101 to 108, 513-3-201 to 206. 

History and Organization 

The History Commission was created by Act 215 of 1905, but its existence as a functioning state 
agency was uncertain until after the passage of Act 355 by the General Assembly of 1911. The latter 
Act, as amended by Act 207 of 1963, is the basic law under which the Commission operates. This 
fundamental Act charges the History Commission with the responsibility of keeping and caring for the 
official archives of the State, collecting materials relating to Arkansas history, and encouraging the 
use of historical source materials such as documents, newspaper files, maps and photographs. A 
documents restoration laboratory and a microfilm section assist with preservation. In  1996, the 
ark-ives.com web site was developed to enhance educational and informational efforts. 

The History Commission itself is composed of seven members appointed by the Governor with the 
approval of the Senate. Since the passage of Act 38 of 1971, the Commission has operated within 
the Department of Parks and Tourism. The Arkansas Black History Advisory Committee, created by 
Act 1233 of 1991, operates in connection with the History Commission. 
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Agency Commentary 

The History Commission's budget request is Base Level plus (1) funds for new positions and 
operating expenses needed to establish the Northeast Arkansas Regional Archives at Powhatan, an 
operation similar to the existing program at Old Washington; (2) funds for technology-related 
equipment and services to enable the State Archives to meet ever-increasing demands for 
information delivered via the internet; and (3) program improvements needed as a result of growth 
of outreach activities and increased services for visitors/patrons. 

The proposed budget also reflects an increase of $10,00O/year for the cash fund's authorized 
spending. The cash funds come from photocopying charges and fees for duplication of microfilm, 
photographs, maps, and other materials. With the addition of the facility at Powhatan and increases 
in availability of information on the AHC website, the amount of revenue generated through sales is 
anticipated to increase. This money, in turn, will be used to purchase microfilm and photographic 
supplies for preservation purposes. 

Audit Findings 
DIVISION OF LEGISLATIVE AUDIT 

AUDIT OF : 
DEPARTMENT OF PARKS AND TOURISM 

HISTORY COMMISSION 
FORTHE YEAR ENDED JUNE 30,2005 

Findings Recommendations 

None None 

Employment Summary 

White Employees 
Black Employees 
Other Racial Minorities 

Total Minorities 
Total Employees 

Male Female Total YO 
3 12 15 7 1 O/o 

0 6 6 29 O/o 

0 0 0 0 O/o 

DEPT OF PARKS &TOURISM - HISTORY COMMISSION - 0915 
Wendy Richter, Director 

Page 279 

REPLACEMENT PAGES



Publications 
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# Of 
copies 

0 

Name 

NONE 

Reason (s) for Continued 
Publication and Distribution 

N/A 

Statutory 
Authorization 

NIA 

Required for 

Governor 

N 

General 
Assembly 

N 
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Department Appropriation Summary 

Historical Data Agency Request and Executive Recommendation - 

Adual exceeds Authorized Appropriation in Operating Expense for the NHPRC Grant appmpriation(4HX) due to a bansfer from the Miscellaneous Federal Grant Holding Account 

955 Hiiory Commission-Cash in Trear 

NOT REQUESTED FORTHE BIENNIUM 
4HX NHPRC Grant 

Total 
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2007-2008 I 2008-2009 
Agency I Pos I Executive I Pos I Agency I Pos 1 Executive / Pos 

1,907,774 1 30 1 1,459,194 1 23 1 1,915,774 1 30 1 1,459,1941 23 

Appropriation 
2005-2006 1 2006-2007 ( 2006-2007 
Actual 1 Pos I Budget I Pos I Authorized I Pos 

226 History Commission-St Opn I 1,396,271 1 23 1 1,437,224 1 23 1 1,444,124 1 23 

32,356 

1,508 

1,430,135 

89,000 

0 

2,004,774 

0 

0 

23 

0 

0 

30 

79,000 

0 

1,516,224 

79,000 

0 

1,538,194 

0 

0 

23 

0 

0 

23 

79.000 

0 

1,523,124 

0 

0 

23 

89,000 

0 

1,996,774 

0 

0 

30 

79,000 

0 

1,538,194 

0 

0 

23 
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Agency Position Usage Report 
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FY2006-2007 FY2004-2005 FY2005-2006 
Authorized 

in 
Act 
23 

%of 

Unused 
0.00% 

Authorized 
in 

Act 
20 

~uthorized 
in 

Act 
23 

Unbudgeted 

Total 

0 

Budgeted %of 
Authorized 

unused 
4.35% 

Unbudgeted 

Total 

0 

Unbudgeted 

Total 

0 

Filled 

Budgeted 

Filled I ~ n f i l l d  Total 

Budgeted 

Filled l~ntilledl Total 

%of 
Authorized 

Unused 
8.70% 22 20 

Unfilled Total 

1 21 0 23 20 2 23 
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Analysis of Budget Request 

Appropriation: 226 - History Commission-St Oprs 

Funding Sources: HGA Parks and Tourism - History Commission Account 

This appropriation provides for the personal services and operating expenses of the History 
Commission. As stated in Arkansas Code Annotated 513-3-101, the History Commission maintains 
official archives of the State, collects historical materials, and encourages historic research. Funding 
is provided by general revenues. 

Last biennium, the History Commission received approval to incorporate the Southwest Arkansas 
Regional Archives (SARA) into its fold. This biennium, the Commission is requesting to open the 
Northeast Arkansas Regional Archives (NEARA) near Powahatan State Park in Lawrence County in 
cooperation with the Department of Parks &Tourism and the Lawrence County Historical Society. 

A cost of living increase is not incorporated in Base Level pending the outcome of the Classification 
and Compensation Study. The Base Level request of $771,040 each year for Regular Salaries does 
include Board Member Stipend payments. FY07 salary levels have been held flat each year for all 
incumbents. Personal Services Matching may reflect increases in the Base Level due to the Social 
Security Tax maximum income limit and certain increases in Worker's Compensation and 
Unemployment Tax rates. Personal Services Matching also includes a $30 increase in the monthly 
contribution for State employee's health insurance for a total State match per budgeted employee of 
$350 per month. 

The Agency's Change Level requests total $448,580 in FY08 and $456,580 in FY09 and reflect the 
following: 

Regular Salaries & Personal Services Matching totaling $256,707 each year for seven (7) new 
positions, including: an Archival Manager (Grade 20), two (2) Archivists (Grade 19), a 
Historical Researcher (Grade 18), and Exhibits Specialist (Grade 17), and an Administrative 
Assistant I (Grade 15). These positions will be utilized to support the NEARA, SARA and an 
increasing number of visitors to the Commission's main offices. 

Extra Help & Personal Services Matching increase of $21,530 each year to provide funding for 
current Extra Help positions to provide assistance at the NEARA, SARA and the Commission's 
main offices. 

Additional Operating Expenses in the amount of $58,239 in FY08 and $66,239 in FY09 for 
software & networking, database subscriptions, office supplies, educational & photographic 
supplies, member travel, vehicle maintenance and fuel. 

Conference &Travel Expenses totaling $2,104 each year for staff professional development. 

Professional Fees in the sum of $10,000 each year for website development and online 
archival. 
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Capital Outlay totaling $50,000 each year for compact storage shelving for artifacts, office 
furniture for the NEARA and computer equipment as outlined in the Department's IT plan. 

Additional Black History Advisory Committee increase of $50,000 each year for grants to 
minority community groups involved in preserving Arkansas history. 

The Executive Recommendation provides for Base Level. 
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Appropriation Summary 

Appropriation: 226 History Cornmission-St Oprs 
Funding Sources: HGA Parks and Tourism - History Commission Account 

Historical Data Agenw Request and Executive Recommendation - 

The FY07 Budgeted amount in Regular Salaries exceeds the authorized amount due to a transfer of Board Member Stipends from Operating Expense to Regular Salaries. 
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Appropriation: 226-History Commission-St Oprs 
Funding Sources: HGA Parks and Tourism - History Commission Account 

Aaencv Reauest - .  
I Change Level 1 2007-2008 1 Pos I Cumulative I % of ELI 2008-2009 1 Pos I Cumulative 1% of EL 1 

Executive Recommendation 

- 

Archives (SARA) serves that section. SARA'S area of emphasis is the original ~empstead County, which includes portions of twelve different 
counties. Likewise. NEARA will focus on the original Lawrence County. Lawrence County was created in 1815 and was among the State's I 

BL 
C01 

CO2 

C08 

-.-. 

I I first coLnt es to be establ.shed. Tnat co~nty's records w c colnprlse the core of me faclllty's research collection. The requested f~naS will 
enable the AHC to preserve and make ava laole some of Arkansas's earltest officnal governnient doc~ments, createa @hie the Arkansas area 
was stlll a oart of M~sso~r,  Terntow. A realonai arcnival fac11,tv. NEARA will be the resu t of a cooperative effort between the History I 

1,459,194 

262,620 

126,460 

59,500 

Base Level 
Existing Program 

New Program 

Technology 

C01 

CO2 

23 

4 

3 

0 

Growth In pub c programming activit es and the resJlting increases in patronage create the need for ada tional funds in a variety of areas: 
office equpment maintenance (add tional amoLnt neeaeo for 2008-2009 for new reader-printers purchase0 sJmmer 2006 thro~gh ANCRC 
grant), venicle maintenance (ado tional use res~lts In more expense), conferencelseminar expense, board member travel, offlce s ~ p p l  es, 
educational supples, and archival photo supplies. hatJrai,y, the acqJs;tion of me Southaest Arkansas Reglonai Archives n Washington in 
2005 and rhe opening of the hortheast Arkansas Reg ona Archives planned for spring 2008 generate greater act vity In tnese areas. Both 
funas and personne. are necessary n order to suppon the increase0 neeas. 
Beginn ng in tne sprng of 2008, the Arnansas history Conimlss!on w:ll open the NorthEast Arkansas Regonal Arch ves (NEARA) facility at 
Pownatan Histortc State Parn. hEARA w,l, serve me nonheastern Dort~on of the state. mJcn as the AHC's So.tthwest Arkansas Regonal 

I I doc~mentary hersage Tne AHC's primary goals are to collect nlstor,cal Arnansas matenal, encoLrage research in Arkansas nlstory, broaden 
know edge of the State's or gins, ana to preserve nlstor8cal o~lects and archlval materials mportant to me overa I Lnderstand ng of Arnansas I 

1,459,194 

1,721,814 

1,848,274 

1,907,774 

C08 

I I histow and culture. The Historv Commission hosts thousands of researchers in its ~ubi ic  research room each year and receives hundreds of I 

100.0 

118.0 

126.6 

130.7 

 omm mission, Arkansas State parks; and the Lawrence ~oun$~istorical Society, and it is anticip2ed that the facility wili host hundreds of 
researchers during Its flrst months of operation. Without additional funding for Initial start-up, operations, and positlons, the History 
Commission wili be unable to operate the new archive. 
The Arkansas Historv Commission (AHC) serves as the State Archives and is the State's largest archival institution and keeper of Arkansas's 

thousands of "hits" on its website. However, aJring ts cent~ry-long existence, the AHC has devote0 0n.y a small amount of its b~dge t  to 
technology-related equipment ana setvlces. To br ng tne State Archi~es ~p to levels acnieved by other states ana meet toaay's 
ever-increasing demands by the puolic for information delvered va  computer, tne AHC mJst ~ont~nually work to develop rne AHC's website 
ana databases. This prov des greater research capabilit es as we1 as offer oigtal mages of or ginal doc~ments and mJseJm objects to users 

100.0 

119.5 

127.2 

131.2 

In Arkansas and around the world. Increases in amounts spent for computer equipment/accessories, software, webpage development, and 
subscriptions to online databases of historical records, reflect those qrowinq needs. 

1,459,194 

1,744,814 

1,856,274 

1,915,774 

1,459,194 

285,620 

111,460 

59,500 
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Analysis of Budget Request 

Appropriation: 955 - History Commission-Cash in Treas 

Funding Sources: NPT-History Commission-Cash in Treasury 

This appropriation is utilized to provide for the operating expenses of the History Commission. 
Funding is derived from cash receipts generated from sales of microfilm, photographs, and 
photocopies. 

The Agency's Change Level request for Operating Expenses totaling $10,000 each year provides for 
additional film supplies and processing fees. 

The Executive Recommendation provides for Base Level. 
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Appropriation: 
Funding Sources: 

955-History Commission-Cash in Treas 
NPT-History Commission-Cash in Treasury 

Executive Recommendation 

I Chanae Level 1 2007-2008 1 Pos I Cumulatlve 1 %  o f  ELI 2008-2009 1 Pos 1 Cumulative 1% of BL 1 

Agency Request 

- 1 I I I I I I I 

BL I Base Level I 79,000 1 o 1 79,000 1 100.01 79,000 1 o 1 79,000 1 100.0 

C01 l~xisting Program 0 1  0 1  79,000 1 100.01 0 1 0 1 79,000 1 100.0 

Change Level 

BL I Base Level 

C01 IExisting Program 
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2007-2008 

79,000 

10,000 

Justification 

C01 

Pos 

0 

0 

The proposed budget reflects an increase of $10,00O/year for the cash fund's authorized spending. The cash fund comes from 
photocopying charges and fees for duplication of microfilm, photographs, maps, and other materials. With the addition of the facility at 
Powhatan and increases In availability of information on the Agency's website, the amount of revenue generated through sales is 
anticipated to increase. This money, in turn, will be used to purchase microfilm and photoaraphic supplies for preservation purposes. 

Cumulative 

79,000 

89,000 

010 o f  BL 

100.0 

112.6 

2008-2009 

79,000 

10,000 

Pos 

0 

0 

Cumulative 

79,000 

89,000 

010 o f  BL 

100.0 

112.6 
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