AGENDA

Educational Outreach to Underserved Minority Subcommittee
of the
Task Force on Autism

Friday, October 25, 2013

9:00 a.m.
Room 130, State Capitol
Little Rock, Arkansas
Karan Burnette, Chair
Loretta Cochran
Denise Ennett
LAttt A ettt il irtéemterivrrered |

A. Call to Order

B. Update on Activities and Goals of Act Early Team

C. Discussion of Needs and Strategies for Outreach
D. Other Business

E. Adjournment

Notice: Silence your cell phones. Keep your personal conversations to a minimum. Observe restrictions
designating areas as '"Members and Staff Only"
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Marty Garrity, Director

STATE OF NSAS Kim Amall, Assistant Director
BUREAU OF Tor Fiscl Servics
Matthew Miller, fxssistant Director
LEGISLATIVE RESEARCH for Legal Services

Richard Wilson, Assistant Director
for Research Services

RESEARCH.

October 21, 2013
Meeting Notice

Arkansas Legislative Task Force on Autism
of the
ARKANSAS GENERAL ASSEMBLY

Legislative Members
Sen. Uvalde Lindsey, Chair Rep. Henry "Hank" Wilkins, IV, Chair
Rep. Mary Broadaway
Non-Legislative Members

Ms. Martha Kay Asti Ms. Leslie Henson-Kita Ms. Kay Michael

Ms. Maureen Bradshaw
Ms. Karan Burnette

Dr. Loretta Cochran

Dr. Richard Frye

Ms. Glenda Higgs
Ms. Natalie Ibanez
Dr. Steve Kahler

Dr. Michael Martin

Mr. Eric Moxley

Ms. Christy Plunkett
Dr. Tyra Reid

Ms. Linda Rogers

Dr. Charlie Green Ms. Karen Massey Ms. Dianna Varady

MEETING CANCELLATION

The Arkansas Legislative Task Force on Autism, scheduled to meet on Friday, October 18, 2013, has been
cancelled and is rescheduled to meet Friday, October 25, 2013 at 10:00 a.m., in Room 130 at the State
Capitol in Little Rock, Arkansas. The time of the meeting changed due to conflict with the Arkansas Legislative
Council meeting at 1:00 p.m. '

A tentative agenda will be posted on the Internet at www.arkleg.state.ar.us in advance of the actual meeting
date.

The Education Outreach to Underserved Minority Subcommittee scheduled to meet Friday, October 18, has
been cancelled and rescheduled tentatively for Eriday, October 25, 2013 at 9:00 a.m., in Room 130 at the
State Capitol.

The Building Statewide Capacity for Delivery of Educational Services Subcommittee scheduled to meet today
was cancelled and is rescheduled tentatively to meet Thursday, October 24, 2013, at 2:00 p.m. in Room 130
at the State Capitol.

Please call me at 501-683-5267 or Gina Seaton at 501-683-1138 if you have any questions or need additional
information.

-~ Sincerely,

Christean Bell

Legislative Analyst

Bureau of Legislative Research

State Capitol, Room 315 Little Rock, AR 72201 (501) 682-1937 Fax (501} 682-1936 TDD (501) 682-1940
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EDUCATION OUTREACH TO UNDERSERVED MINORITY
SUBCOMMITTEE OF THE AUTISM TASK FORCE

Mission: To discuss what parents and stakeholders would like to see as outcomes
for children with autism and special needs, identify data for outcomes, and to
legislate incentives to schools who accomplish those outcomes.
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Autism Speaks Launches New Ad Council Campaign — “Maybe”
Extending its award-winning “Learn the Signs” campaign, Autism Speaks
today l[aunched the “Maybe” campaign, a new series of public service
advertisements (PSAs) designed to reach African American and Hispanic
parents. According to research, children in these communities are often
diagnosed later than the national average. The PSAs, which are being
distributed to media outlets nationwide this week, show some of the early
signs of autism and encourage parents to take immediate action if their child
is not meeting standard developmental milestones. Read a story on the
campaign launch from the New York Times.

According to the CDC, the average age of diagnosis is 4-5 years, but a
reliable autism diagnosis can be made as early as 18-24 months. While early
detection is critical, research shows that many parents have very little
knowledge about autism and its symptoms. The current age of diagnosis
among low income families, as well as African Americans and Hispanics, is
higher than the general public. With appropriate early intervention services
from ages 3-5, between 20 percent and 50 percent of children diagnosed
with autism will be able to attend mainstream kindergarten,

The new “Maybe” PSAs show parents observing the unusual behavior or non-
reaction of their child in seemingly ordinary situations. A child’s lack of eye
contact, babbling or big smiles invite parental worry and speculation:
“maybe it's this” or *maybe it's that.” Showing the subtle presence of
potential problems in otherwise everyday instances, the PSAs emphasize
that these "maybes” are reasons enough for parents to consult their
pediatrician or primary care provider for further screening. The PSAs
encourage parents to seek further information about the early signs of
autism and additional screening resources at autismspeaks.org/signs and
autismspeaks.org/aprende for Spanish information.



In addition to the “Maybe” PSAs, Autism Speaks kicked off its Early Access to
Care initiative to reduce the average age of autism diagnosis and increase
access to screening and evidence-based early intervention services. Autism
Speaks’ Early Access to Care initiative focuses on reaching out to
underserved communities, utilizing new and existing technologies,
leveraging local community resources, engaging federal and state partners,
using parents and para-professionals as dissemination channels and training
providers of screening, diagnosis and intervention techniques. The program
includes new website information and resources, screening events with
volunteer clinicians, coordinated activities with federal and regional partners,
training opportunities for professionals and the distribution of research

findings, tools and resources.

“We know we can diagnose children sooner, and the earlier the diagnosis
occurs, the faster a child can start receiving intervention, resulting in better
outcomes,” said Autism Speaks President Liz Feld. “While we have seen a
great increase in awareness thanks to our partnership with the Ad Council,
many parents still dont know what red flags to look for in their children’s
behavior and development. If a parent has a concern, they should not wait -

they should talk to a pediatrician immediately.&rdquo

In conjunction with the [aunch of the campaign, Autism Speaks is also
educating through text message. People are encouraged to learn the signs of
autism by answering six simple questions via text message*. Users can text
MAYBE to 30644 to begin or in Spanish, text QUIZAS to 30644.

Since the launch of the “Learn the Signs” campaign in 2006, the percentage
of parents of young children who have spoken with their doctor about autism
has increased by more than 60 percent (from 8 to 13 percent). and the
number of parents who say autism is very or somewhat common among

young children has increased from 45 to 65 percent.
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The new “"Maybe” PSAs were created pro bono by Autism Speaks’ award-
winning lead creative agency BBDO and LatinWorks. The ads will air and run
in advertising time and space entirely donated by the media. Since the
launch of the campaign, media outlets have donated nearly $376 million in
time and space for the ads. The PSAs have also earned numerous awards,
including an Effie Award for advertising effectiveness in 2008, a Silver Telly
in 2009, a Silver Addy and Gold Ogilvy in 2011.
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