State of Arkansas
76th General Assembly
Regular Session, 1987 HOUSE BILL 1611

By: Representative Mahony

"AN ACT TO PROVIDE FOR THE MERGER OF ALL SCHOOL DISTRICTS IN
COUNTIES WHICH NOW HAVE, OR WHICH MAY HEREAFTER HAVE, A POPU-
LATION OF 150,000 INHABITANTS OR MORE, INTO A SINGLE COUNTY

-WIDE SCHOOL DISTRICT; AND FOR OTHER PURPOSES."

BE IT ENACTED BY THE GENERAL ASSEMBLY OF THE STATE OF ARKANSAS:

SECTION 1. Intent. It is the intent of this Act to provide for the
merger into a single county-wide school district of all school districts in
counties of this State which now have, or which may hereafter have, a popula-
tion of 150,000 or more inhabitants. In the passage of this Act, the General
Assembly determines that counties having a population of 150,000 or more
inhabitants provide opportunities to gain the benefits of efficiency and
reduced administrative costs through the operation of a single county-wide
school district, thereby:

(a) providing opportunities for improved planning in the location of
school buildings and more efficient utilization of existing school buildings
and facilities within the county;

(b) eliminating duplication of school bus routes and permitting the
county-wide school district to take advantage of better planning and
coordination
of its pupil transportation resources;

(c) providing opportunities for maximum use of facilities and resources
in meeting the educational needs of the handicapped, slow learners, and gifted
students;

(d) providing opportunities to offer a variety of enrichment programs to
benefit the students of county-wide school districts;

(e) providing opportunities for the establishment and maximum use of

magnet schools; and



(f) enabling school districts to make maximum use of teaching and

instructional resources.

SECTION 2. (A) Effective with the school year commencing July 1, 1988,
the entire area of each county in this State having a population of 150,000
inhabitants or more, according to the most recent federal decennial census,
shall comprise a single county-wide school district, and all school districts
now existing in the county shall cease to exist and shall be merged into a
county-wide school district.

(B) Any county in this State having a population of 150,000 or more
inhabitants, as a result of the 1990 federal decennial census or any federal
decennial census thereafter, shall comprise a county-wide school district
effective with the school year commencing with the second full school year
following the certification of the results of the federal decennial census,
and all school districts then existing in any such county shall cease to exist
and shall be merged into a county-wide school district upon the commencement
of the school year in which the county-wide school district comes into
existence.

(C) If any school district administered in a county in which a
county-wide school district is established under the provisions of this Act,
has territory located in one or more adjoining counties, the territory of
the school district located in the adjoining county or counties shall be a
part of the county-wide school district of the county in which the school
district is now administered, unless a majority of the electors residing in
the territory of the school district located in the adjoining county or coun-
ties shall petition to be detached from the county-wide school district and be
added to a school district in the county in which the territory is located, in

the manner provided by law.

SECTION 3. (A) Each county-wide school district established under the
provisions of this Act shall have a board of directors consisting of nine (9)
members, each of whom shall be elected from school board member districts
having substantially equal population established as follows:

(1) in all counties now having a population of 150,000 or more inhabi-
tants, the county board of education of any such county shall, on or before

October 1, 1987, establish the initial boundaries of districts from which mem-



bers of the school board of the county-wide school district shall be elected
whereby each member shall serve from a district having substantially equal
population, based on the most recent federal decennial census;

(2) in all counties in which, as a result of the 1990 federal decennial
census, or following each federal decennial census thereafter, there is a
population of 150,000 or more inhabitants, the county board of education of
the county shall, within ninety days after the results of said census are
available and certified, establish the initial boundaries of districts from
which members of the school board of the county-wide school district of such
county shall be elected, to assure that each such district consists of
substantially equal population as determined by the most recent federal decen-
nial census; and

(3) upon completion of each federal decennial census held after the ini-
tial establishment of a county-wide school district, the county board of elec-
tion commissioners shall redistrict the territory allotted to each of the
districts from which members of the school board of the county-wide school
district shall be elected, to assure that each such district consists of
substantially equal population, as determined by the most recent federal
decennial census.

(B) Any person aggrieved by the action of the county board of education
in the establishment of the boundaries of the initial districts from which
members of the school board of the county-wide school district are to be
elected, or any person aggrieved by the redistricting of the districts from
which members of the school board of the county-wide school district are to be
elected, made subsequent to the initial establishment of the county-wide school
district, may appeal therefrom within thirty (30) days after the completion of
the apportionment or reapportionment of such districts, to the circuit court of
the county, and shall have the right to appeal therefrom to the Supreme Court
in the manner provided by law.

(C) Once a county-wide school district has been established under the
provisions of this Act, said district shall continue to operate as a county
-wide school district even though the population of said county may later, as
a result of the federal decennial census, drop below 150,000 inhabitants.

(D) Members of the county-wide school board shall be residents and
qualified electors of the districts from which they are elected. 1In the event

a member of the county-wide school board shall move from the district from



which elected but shall continue to reside within the county, he(she) may con-
tinue to serve as a member of the county-wide school board until the next
annual school election, at which time a successor who resides in, and is a
qualified elector of, the district shall be elected to fill the unexpired por-
tion of such term.

In the event a member of the county-wide school board shall move his (her)
place of residence outside the county, a vacancy shall occur and such vacancy
shall be filled by a majority vote of the members of the school board of the
county-wide school district until the next-following annual school election,
at which a successor shall be elected to fill the unexpired portion of the
term of the member who moved his place of residence outside the county.

(E) In each county in this State having a population of 150,000 or more
inhabitants according to the most recent federal decennial census on the
effective date of this Act, the initial board of directors of the county-wide
school district shall be elected at the annual school election in 1988, after
notice thereof is given in the manner provided by law, and said board of
directors shall take office on the date following their election and shall
serve as an interim board of directors of the school district for the purpose
of doing advance planning for the establishment of the school district,
including assignment of students, employment and assignment of teachers, and
meeting other lawful requirements for the operation of the school district
upon its formation effective July 1, 1988, and shall be authorized to incur
costs necessary to aid in the development and implementation of a con-
solidation plan, with such costs incurred to be shared by the affected school
districts on a per-pupil ratio as determined by the average daily membership
of the affected school districts. Said interim school board shall constitute
the school board of the district effective July 1, 1988.

The school boards of the school districts being merged into the newly
-formed county-wide school district under the provisions of this Act shall
remain in operation until June 30, 1988, at which time said school districts
and the school boards thereof shall cease to exist, and said school districts
shall be merged into the newly-formed county-wide school district when the
school year commences July 1, 1988.

(F) Any county in this State having a population of 150,000 or more
inhabitants as a result of the 1990 federal decennial census or any federal

decennial census held thereafter, shall be deemed to constitute a county-wide



school district, to be effective as provided herein, and the first board of
directors of such county-wide school district shall be elected at the first
annual school election held following the year in which the federal decennial
census 1s completed and certified, for the sole purpose of doing advance
planning for the establishment of the county-wide school district and to pre-
pare a proposed budget for said school district, to be submitted to the
qualified electors of the county-wide school district for approval at the
annual school election held in the year following the election at which the
school board members of the county-wide school district are first elected.

Provided, that the school districts and the school boards serving said
districts in the county in which a county-wide school district is established
under this subsection shall continue to function until the county-wide school
district becomes effective on July 1 following the election at which the pro-
posed millage for the county-wide school district is voted upon by the elec-
tors of the county-wide school district.

(G) At the first meeting of the school boards of a county-wide school
district established under the provisions of this Act, the members of the
school boards shall draw lots for terms, to be arranged in such a manner that
three (3) of the initial members shall serve terms of one (1) year, and three
(3) members shall serve terms of two (2) years, and three (3) members shall
serve terms of three (3) years. Successor members shall be elected for terms
of three (3) years.

(H) Following each federal decennial census, the districts from which
members of the county-wide school district are elected shall be reapportioned
in such manner as to assure that each district is of substantially equal popu-
lation. If, as a result of such reapportionment, the territory of a district
of any school board member shall be affected, the terms of all school board
members then serving shall expire at the next-following annual school elec-
tion, at which all members of the school board of the county-wide school
district shall be elected and the terms of such members shall be determined by
lot in the same manner as set forth in this subsection.

The terms of office of members of the school boards of county-wide school
districts shall commence at the first meeting of the school board held

following the certification of the results of the annual school election.

SECTION 4. Each county-wide school district created under the provisions



of this Act shall have the same rights, responsibilities, and privileges as
now or may hereafter be provided by law for school boards and school districts

of this State.







<<
  /ASCII85EncodePages false
  /AllowTransparency false
  /AutoPositionEPSFiles true
  /AutoRotatePages /None
  /Binding /Left
  /CalGrayProfile (Dot Gain 20%)
  /CalRGBProfile (sRGB IEC61966-2.1)
  /CalCMYKProfile (U.S. Web Coated \050SWOP\051 v2)
  /sRGBProfile (sRGB IEC61966-2.1)
  /CannotEmbedFontPolicy /Error
  /CompatibilityLevel 1.4
  /CompressObjects /Tags
  /CompressPages true
  /ConvertImagesToIndexed true
  /PassThroughJPEGImages true
  /CreateJDFFile false
  /CreateJobTicket false
  /DefaultRenderingIntent /Default
  /DetectBlends true
  /ColorConversionStrategy /LeaveColorUnchanged
  /DoThumbnails false
  /EmbedAllFonts true
  /EmbedJobOptions true
  /DSCReportingLevel 0
  /EmitDSCWarnings false
  /EndPage -1
  /ImageMemory 1048576
  /LockDistillerParams false
  /MaxSubsetPct 100
  /Optimize true
  /OPM 1
  /ParseDSCComments true
  /ParseDSCCommentsForDocInfo true
  /PreserveCopyPage true
  /PreserveEPSInfo true
  /PreserveHalftoneInfo false
  /PreserveOPIComments false
  /PreserveOverprintSettings true
  /StartPage 1
  /SubsetFonts true
  /TransferFunctionInfo /Apply
  /UCRandBGInfo /Preserve
  /UsePrologue false
  /ColorSettingsFile ()
  /AlwaysEmbed [ true
  ]
  /NeverEmbed [ true
  ]
  /AntiAliasColorImages false
  /DownsampleColorImages true
  /ColorImageDownsampleType /Bicubic
  /ColorImageResolution 300
  /ColorImageDepth -1
  /ColorImageDownsampleThreshold 1.50000
  /EncodeColorImages true
  /ColorImageFilter /DCTEncode
  /AutoFilterColorImages true
  /ColorImageAutoFilterStrategy /JPEG
  /ColorACSImageDict <<
    /QFactor 0.15
    /HSamples [1 1 1 1] /VSamples [1 1 1 1]
  >>
  /ColorImageDict <<
    /QFactor 0.15
    /HSamples [1 1 1 1] /VSamples [1 1 1 1]
  >>
  /JPEG2000ColorACSImageDict <<
    /TileWidth 256
    /TileHeight 256
    /Quality 30
  >>
  /JPEG2000ColorImageDict <<
    /TileWidth 256
    /TileHeight 256
    /Quality 30
  >>
  /AntiAliasGrayImages false
  /DownsampleGrayImages true
  /GrayImageDownsampleType /Bicubic
  /GrayImageResolution 300
  /GrayImageDepth -1
  /GrayImageDownsampleThreshold 1.50000
  /EncodeGrayImages true
  /GrayImageFilter /DCTEncode
  /AutoFilterGrayImages true
  /GrayImageAutoFilterStrategy /JPEG
  /GrayACSImageDict <<
    /QFactor 0.15
    /HSamples [1 1 1 1] /VSamples [1 1 1 1]
  >>
  /GrayImageDict <<
    /QFactor 0.15
    /HSamples [1 1 1 1] /VSamples [1 1 1 1]
  >>
  /JPEG2000GrayACSImageDict <<
    /TileWidth 256
    /TileHeight 256
    /Quality 30
  >>
  /JPEG2000GrayImageDict <<
    /TileWidth 256
    /TileHeight 256
    /Quality 30
  >>
  /AntiAliasMonoImages false
  /DownsampleMonoImages true
  /MonoImageDownsampleType /Bicubic
  /MonoImageResolution 1200
  /MonoImageDepth -1
  /MonoImageDownsampleThreshold 1.50000
  /EncodeMonoImages true
  /MonoImageFilter /CCITTFaxEncode
  /MonoImageDict <<
    /K -1
  >>
  /AllowPSXObjects false
  /PDFX1aCheck false
  /PDFX3Check false
  /PDFXCompliantPDFOnly false
  /PDFXNoTrimBoxError true
  /PDFXTrimBoxToMediaBoxOffset [
    0.00000
    0.00000
    0.00000
    0.00000
  ]
  /PDFXSetBleedBoxToMediaBox true
  /PDFXBleedBoxToTrimBoxOffset [
    0.00000
    0.00000
    0.00000
    0.00000
  ]
  /PDFXOutputIntentProfile ()
  /PDFXOutputCondition ()
  /PDFXRegistryName (http://www.color.org)
  /PDFXTrapped /Unknown

  /Description <<
    /ENU (Use these settings to create PDF documents with higher image resolution for high quality pre-press printing. The PDF documents can be opened with Acrobat and Reader 5.0 and later. These settings require font embedding.)
    /JPN <FEFF3053306e8a2d5b9a306f30019ad889e350cf5ea6753b50cf3092542b308030d730ea30d730ec30b9537052377528306e00200050004400460020658766f830924f5c62103059308b3068304d306b4f7f75283057307e305930023053306e8a2d5b9a30674f5c62103057305f00200050004400460020658766f8306f0020004100630072006f0062006100740020304a30883073002000520065006100640065007200200035002e003000204ee5964d30678868793a3067304d307e305930023053306e8a2d5b9a306b306f30d530a930f330c8306e57cb30818fbc307f304c5fc59808306730593002>
    /FRA <>
    /DEU <>
    /PTB <>
    /DAN <>
    /NLD <>
    /ESP <>
    /SUO <>
    /ITA <>
    /NOR <>
    /SVE <>
  >>
>> setdistillerparams
<<
  /HWResolution [2400 2400]
  /PageSize [612.000 792.000]
>> setpagedevice


