
State of Arkansas 

77th General Assembly 

Regular Session, 1989                                       HOUSE BILL  1154 

By:  Representative O. Miller 

 

 

 

       "AN ACT TO ESTABLISH A STATE EARTHQUAKE PREPAREDNESS PROGRAM 

       WITHIN THE ARKANSAS OFFICE OF EMERGENCY SERVICES; AND FOR 

       OTHER PURPOSES." 

 

BE IT ENACTED BY THE GENERAL ASSEMBLY OF THE STATE OF ARKANSAS: 

 

     SECTION 1.  Short Title.  This act may be cited as the "Arkansas 

Earthquake Preparedness Act of 1989." 

 

     SECTION 2.  PURPOSE.  It is hereby found and determined by the General 

Assembly that:  there exists a history of violent seismic activity within the 

Central United States Seismic Zone which includes the New Madrid Fault; the 

southern branch of the New Madrid Fault being at or about Marked Tree, 

Arkansas, and extends northeast into Missouri and Tennessee; that a recurrence 

of the 1811-1812 earthquake swarm, whereby 55 of the approximate 2,010 

earthquakes occurring during a three month period that had surface wave 

magnitudes of 6.0 - 8.7 (Richter) estimated to have affected in excess of 

800,000 square miles, is again possible; that it is essential for the 

protection of life and limb of the citizens of this State, and particularly 

those approximately 650,000 citizens on and in close proximity of the fault, 

that a program be initiated to provide for continuous mitigation, 

preparedness, response and recovery capability for violent seismic activity. 

The General Assembly further determines that it be appropriate to amend the 

"Interstate Civil Defense and Disaster Compact," to be in concert with the 

Central United States Earthquake Consortium efforts to develop an "Interstate 

Earthquake Emergency Compact."  Therefore, it is the purpose and intent of 

this Act to initiate a program to deal with this matter and to charge the 

Office of Emergency Services, Earthquake Preparedness Program, with the 

responsibility of carrying out the program requiring the full cooperation of 



all other state and local government agencies, departments, offices and 

personnel and requiring that all earthquake mitigation, preparedness, response 

and recovery related functions of Arkansas be coordinated to the maximum 

extent with comparable functions of the Federal government including its 

various departments and agencies with other states and localities, and with 

private agencies of every type, to the end that the most effective earthquake 

mitigation, preparation, response and recovery capabilities may be 

accomplished. 

 

     SECTION 3.  ARTICLE II of Arkansas Code 12-76-102 is hereby amended to 

read as follows: 

 

                                 "ARTICLE II 

 

     It shall be the duty of each party state to formulate civil defense plans 

and programs for application within such state.  There shall be frequent 

consultation between the representatives of the states and with the United 

States Government and the free exchange of information and plans, including 

inventories of any materials and equipment available for civil defense.  In 

carrying out such civil defense plans and programs, the party states shall, so 

far as possible, provide and follow uniform standards, practices and rules and 

regulations including: 

     (a)  insignia and any other distinctive articles to designate and 

distinguish the different civil defense services; 

     (b)  mobilization of civil defense forces and other tests and exercises; 

     (c)  warnings and signals for drills or attacks and the mechanical 

devices to be used in connection therewith; 

     (d)  shutting off water mains, gas mains, electric power connections and 

the suspension of all other utility services; 

     (e)  all materials or equipment used or to be used for civil defense 

purposes in order to assure that such materials and equipment will be easily 

and freely interchangeable when used in or by any other party state; 

     (f)  the conduct of civilians and the movement and cessation of movement 

of pedestrians and vehicular traffic, prior, during and subsequent to drills 

or attacks or disasters; 

     (g)  the safety of public meetings or gatherings; 



     (h)  standardized data bank of response and recovery resources; and 

     (i)  disaster forecasts and reports." 

 

     SECTION 4.  ARTICLE VIII of Arkansas Code 12-76-102 is hereby amended to 

read as follows: 

 

                                "ARTICLE VIII 

 

     Any party state rendering aid in another state pursuant to this compact 

shall be reimbursed by the party state receiving such aid for any loss or 

damage to, or expense incurred in the operation of any equipment answering a 

request for aid, and for the cost incurred in connection with such requests, 

including amounts paid under ARTICLE VII; provided, that any aiding party 

state may assume in whole or in part such loss, damage, expense, or other 

cost, or may loan such equipment or donate such services to the receiving 

party state without charge or cost; and provided further that any two or more 

party states may enter into supplementary agreements establishing a different 

allocation of costs as among those states.  The United States Government may 

relieve the party state receiving aid from any liability and reimburse the 

party state supplying civil defense forces for compensation paid to and the 

transportation, subsistence, and maintenance expenses of such forces during 

the time of the rendition of such aid or assistance outside the state and may 

also pay fair and reasonable compensation for the use or utilization of the 

supplies, materials, equipment, or facilities so utilized or consumed.  The 

State of Arkansas will only honor reimbursement claims from other states ren- 

dering aid to Arkansas to the same level of reimbursement and for the same 

items or areas of cost as each of those states' interstate compact laws pro- 

vide to requesting states." 

 

     SECTION 5.  ARTICLES XI and XII of Arkansas Code 12-76-102 are hereby 

amended to read as follows: 

 

                                 "ARTICLE XI 

 

     The committee established pursuant to Article I of this compact may 

request the Federal Emergency Management Agency (or its successor) of the 



United States Government to act as an informational and coordinating body under 

this compact, and representatives of such agency of the United States 

Government may attend meetings of such committee. 

 

                                 ARTICLE XII 

 

     This compact shall become operative immediately upon its ratification by 

any state as between it and any other state or states so ratifying and shall 

be subject to approval by Congress unless prior congressional approval has 

been given.  Duly authenticated copies of this compact and of supplementary 

agreements as may be entered into shall, at the time of their approval, be 

deposited with each of the party states and the Federal Emergency Management 

Agency (or its successor) and other appropriate agencies of the United States 

Government." 

 

     SECTION 6.  Arkansas Code 12-76-102 is hereby amended to add the 

following at the end thereof: 

 

                                 "ARTICLE XVI 

 

     DEFINITIONS: 

     (1)  "Civil Defense" shall be used here to be synonymous with emergency 

services, emergency management or future terms denoting an emergency or 

disaster response organization or capability with the chief goal of 

protecting life, limb and/or property of citizens that could be lost because 

of a disaster agent. 

     (2)  "Civil Defense Forces" mean all state, county and local government 

agencies, departments, offices, and personnel, qualified emergency service 

workers as defined by Arkansas Code 12-75-103 and all private volunteer 

citizens called upon by state officials to provide emergency service in 

response to a disaster agent or to one that is pending. 

     (3)  "State Employees" include all persons paid wages or salaries by 

the State of Arkansas, all qualified emergency service workers as defined by 

Arkansas Code 12-75-103 and all private volunteer Arkansas citizens called 

upon by state officials to provide emergency services." 

 



     SECTION 7.  ARKANSAS EARTHQUAKE PROGRAM. 

 

     (a)  The Office of Emergency Services, Earthquake Preparedness Program, 

shall coordinate an earthquake program designed to protect the lives and 

property of persons of this State, to the fullest possible extent, from the 

direct effects of seismic activity affecting Arkansas as well as from 

secondary effects created by such occurrence.  The program shall coordinate 

all activities involved in mitigation and preparedness regarding seismic 

events.  Toward that end, the earthquake program shall include but not be 

limited to:  continued assessment from proper scientific authorities of the 

seismic risk to the state; training and education of state and local 

government officials, employees and citizens of Arkansas regarding preparation 

and protective measures that can be taken before, during and after an 

earthquake; planning coordination, guidance and assistance to all state and 

local government officials in preparation for, response to and recovery from 

earthquakes; coordination of earthquake program activities with comparable 

agencies of the Federal government and other states; the dissemination of 

information to the public pertaining to earthquake hazards, protective 

measures, seismic resistance in building construction, and appropriate actions 

to be taken before, during and after an earthquake, and other matters the 

Office of Emergency Services shall determine to be necessary or appropriate to 

educate, inform and equip citizens in this State to deal with any earthquake. 

 

     (b)  In order to carry out the responsibilities provided for herein, 

the Office of Emergency Services, Earthquake Preparedness Program, is 

authorized to employ such personnel as deemed necessary to the extent that 

funds are appropriated therefor by the General Assembly. 

 

     SECTION 8.  COMPLIANCE WITH THE "ARKANSAS EMERGENCY SERVICES ACT."  It 

is the intention of the General Assembly that this Act shall be in 

compliance with Arkansas Code 12-75-101 et seq., "Arkansas Emergency Services 

Act of 1973" to the extent that if this Act or any provision of it or 

application thereof to any person or circumstance is held in opposition or 

out of compliance with the "Arkansas Emergency Services Act of 1973" then 

such provisions of this Act are invalid.  But such invalidity of a provision 

or provisions of this Act shall not affect other provisions or application 



of this Act which can be given effect without the invalid provision, 

provisions or its/their applications. 

 

     SECTION 9.  All provisions of this Act of a general and permanent nature 

are amendatory to the Arkansas Code of 1987 Annotated and the Arkansas Code 

Revision Commission shall incorporate the same in the Code. 

 

     SECTION 10.  EMERGENCY CLAUSE.  It is hereby found and determined by the 

General Assembly that this Act is designed to charge the Office of Emergency 

Services with full responsibility of administering the Earthquake 

Preparedness Program and should be given effect immediately.  Therefore, an 

emergency is hereby declared to exist and this Act being necessary for the 

immediate preservation of the public peace, health and safety shall be in 

full force and effect from and after its passage and approval. 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 



<<
  /ASCII85EncodePages false
  /AllowTransparency false
  /AutoPositionEPSFiles true
  /AutoRotatePages /None
  /Binding /Left
  /CalGrayProfile (Dot Gain 20%)
  /CalRGBProfile (sRGB IEC61966-2.1)
  /CalCMYKProfile (U.S. Web Coated \050SWOP\051 v2)
  /sRGBProfile (sRGB IEC61966-2.1)
  /CannotEmbedFontPolicy /Error
  /CompatibilityLevel 1.4
  /CompressObjects /Tags
  /CompressPages true
  /ConvertImagesToIndexed true
  /PassThroughJPEGImages true
  /CreateJDFFile false
  /CreateJobTicket false
  /DefaultRenderingIntent /Default
  /DetectBlends true
  /ColorConversionStrategy /LeaveColorUnchanged
  /DoThumbnails false
  /EmbedAllFonts true
  /EmbedJobOptions true
  /DSCReportingLevel 0
  /EmitDSCWarnings false
  /EndPage -1
  /ImageMemory 1048576
  /LockDistillerParams false
  /MaxSubsetPct 100
  /Optimize true
  /OPM 1
  /ParseDSCComments true
  /ParseDSCCommentsForDocInfo true
  /PreserveCopyPage true
  /PreserveEPSInfo true
  /PreserveHalftoneInfo false
  /PreserveOPIComments false
  /PreserveOverprintSettings true
  /StartPage 1
  /SubsetFonts true
  /TransferFunctionInfo /Apply
  /UCRandBGInfo /Preserve
  /UsePrologue false
  /ColorSettingsFile ()
  /AlwaysEmbed [ true
  ]
  /NeverEmbed [ true
  ]
  /AntiAliasColorImages false
  /DownsampleColorImages true
  /ColorImageDownsampleType /Bicubic
  /ColorImageResolution 300
  /ColorImageDepth -1
  /ColorImageDownsampleThreshold 1.50000
  /EncodeColorImages true
  /ColorImageFilter /DCTEncode
  /AutoFilterColorImages true
  /ColorImageAutoFilterStrategy /JPEG
  /ColorACSImageDict <<
    /QFactor 0.15
    /HSamples [1 1 1 1] /VSamples [1 1 1 1]
  >>
  /ColorImageDict <<
    /QFactor 0.15
    /HSamples [1 1 1 1] /VSamples [1 1 1 1]
  >>
  /JPEG2000ColorACSImageDict <<
    /TileWidth 256
    /TileHeight 256
    /Quality 30
  >>
  /JPEG2000ColorImageDict <<
    /TileWidth 256
    /TileHeight 256
    /Quality 30
  >>
  /AntiAliasGrayImages false
  /DownsampleGrayImages true
  /GrayImageDownsampleType /Bicubic
  /GrayImageResolution 300
  /GrayImageDepth -1
  /GrayImageDownsampleThreshold 1.50000
  /EncodeGrayImages true
  /GrayImageFilter /DCTEncode
  /AutoFilterGrayImages true
  /GrayImageAutoFilterStrategy /JPEG
  /GrayACSImageDict <<
    /QFactor 0.15
    /HSamples [1 1 1 1] /VSamples [1 1 1 1]
  >>
  /GrayImageDict <<
    /QFactor 0.15
    /HSamples [1 1 1 1] /VSamples [1 1 1 1]
  >>
  /JPEG2000GrayACSImageDict <<
    /TileWidth 256
    /TileHeight 256
    /Quality 30
  >>
  /JPEG2000GrayImageDict <<
    /TileWidth 256
    /TileHeight 256
    /Quality 30
  >>
  /AntiAliasMonoImages false
  /DownsampleMonoImages true
  /MonoImageDownsampleType /Bicubic
  /MonoImageResolution 1200
  /MonoImageDepth -1
  /MonoImageDownsampleThreshold 1.50000
  /EncodeMonoImages true
  /MonoImageFilter /CCITTFaxEncode
  /MonoImageDict <<
    /K -1
  >>
  /AllowPSXObjects false
  /PDFX1aCheck false
  /PDFX3Check false
  /PDFXCompliantPDFOnly false
  /PDFXNoTrimBoxError true
  /PDFXTrimBoxToMediaBoxOffset [
    0.00000
    0.00000
    0.00000
    0.00000
  ]
  /PDFXSetBleedBoxToMediaBox true
  /PDFXBleedBoxToTrimBoxOffset [
    0.00000
    0.00000
    0.00000
    0.00000
  ]
  /PDFXOutputIntentProfile ()
  /PDFXOutputCondition ()
  /PDFXRegistryName (http://www.color.org)
  /PDFXTrapped /Unknown

  /Description <<
    /ENU (Use these settings to create PDF documents with higher image resolution for high quality pre-press printing. The PDF documents can be opened with Acrobat and Reader 5.0 and later. These settings require font embedding.)
    /JPN <FEFF3053306e8a2d5b9a306f30019ad889e350cf5ea6753b50cf3092542b308030d730ea30d730ec30b9537052377528306e00200050004400460020658766f830924f5c62103059308b3068304d306b4f7f75283057307e305930023053306e8a2d5b9a30674f5c62103057305f00200050004400460020658766f8306f0020004100630072006f0062006100740020304a30883073002000520065006100640065007200200035002e003000204ee5964d30678868793a3067304d307e305930023053306e8a2d5b9a306b306f30d530a930f330c8306e57cb30818fbc307f304c5fc59808306730593002>
    /FRA <>
    /DEU <>
    /PTB <>
    /DAN <>
    /NLD <>
    /ESP <>
    /SUO <>
    /ITA <>
    /NOR <>
    /SVE <>
  >>
>> setdistillerparams
<<
  /HWResolution [2400 2400]
  /PageSize [612.000 792.000]
>> setpagedevice


