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Regular Session, 1989         A Bill                   HOUSE BILL              
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By: Representative Porter 

 

 

                      For An Act To Be Entitled  

       "AN ACT TO AMEND TITLE 24, CHAPTER 6, SUBCHAPTER 2 OF THE 

       ARKANSAS CODE OF 1987 TO CONTINUE STATE POLICE SURVIVOR'S 

       BENEFITS FOR CHILDREN ENROLLED IN HIGHER EDUCATION; AND FOR 

       OTHER PURPOSES." 

 

BE IT ENACTED BY THE GENERAL ASSEMBLY OF THE STATE OF ARKANSAS: 

 

     SECTION 1.  Arkansas Code 24-6-216 is hereby amended to read as follows: 

     "24-6-216. Benefits - Survivor's pension upon death of retirant. 

     (a)(1)  In the event a retirant dies and leaves a spouse to whom the 

retirant was married at least three (3) years prior to the date of his 

retirement, the surviving spouse shall receive a pension equal to seventy-five 

percent (75%) of the retirant's pension, but only if the spouse has under care 

the retirant's unmarried children under the age of eighteen (18) years or the 

age of twenty-two (22) years if enrolled in an institution of higher 

education, and whose dates of birth are prior to the retirant's date of 

retirement. 

          (2)  When the spouse no longer has under care such an unmarried 

child under the age of eighteen (18) years or a child under the age of 

twenty-two (22) years enrolled in an institution of higher education, the 

pension shall be reduced to fifty percent (50%) of the retirant's pension. 

          (3)  Upon the spouse's remarriage or death, the pension provided for 

in this subsection shall terminate. 

     (b)(1)  In the event a retirant dies and leaves a spouse to whom he was 

married at least three (3) years prior to the date of his retirement and who 

does not have under care the retirant's unmarried children under the age of 

eighteen (18) years, the surviving spouse shall receive a pension equal to 

fifty percent (50%) of the retirant's pension. 



          (2)  Upon the spouse's remarriage or death, the pension provided for 

in this subsection shall terminate. 

     (c)(1)  In the event a retirant dies and does not leave a spouse eligible 

for a pension as provided for in this section, or in the event the surviving 

spouse dies or remarries and the pension provided for in subsection (a) of 

this section is terminated, and there is surviving the retirant an unmarried 

child under the age of eighteen (18) years or under the age of twenty-two 

(22) years while enrolled in an institution of higher education, each such 

child shall receive a pension of an equal share of seventy-five percent (75%) 

of the retirant's pension. In no case shall the pension payable to any such 

child exceed twenty-five percent (25%) of the retirant's pension. 

          (2)  Upon any such child's adoption, marriage, attainment of the age 

of eighteen (18) years, failure to enroll in an institution of higher 

education if under the age of twenty-two (22), or death, whichever event 

occurs first, his pension shall terminate and the board shall distribute the 

pension to the retirant's remaining eligible children under the age of 

eighteen (18) years or the age of twenty-two (22) years if enrolled in an 

institution of higher education, if any, subject to the limitations contained 

in this subsection. 

     (d)(1)  For purposes of this section, 'an institution of higher 

education' means any public university, college, community college, and any 

non-publicly supported not-for-profit college or university. 

          (2)  The Board of Trustees is hereby authorized to establish through 

rules and regulations a means of verification of enrollment in an institution 

of higher education by a surviving child under this section for purposes of 

continuation of pension benefits." 

 

     SECTION 2.  Arkansas Code 24-6-217 is hereby amended to read as follows: 

     "24-6-217. Benefits - Survivor's pension upon death of member. 

     (a)(1)  In the case of a member who dies on or after January 1, 1956, and 

leaves a spouse who has the care of the member's unmarried child or children 

under the age of eighteen (18) years or the age of twenty-two (22) while 

enrolled in an institution of higher education, the surviving spouse shall 

receive a pension equal to the greater of one thousand eight hundred dollars 

($1,800) per annum or seventy-five percent (75%) of the pension to which the 

member would have been entitled had he retired the day preceding the date of 



his death, notwithstanding that the member might not have been eligible to 

retire. 

          (2)  When the surviving spouse no longer has the care of such an 

unmarried child under the age of eighteen (18) years or a child under age 

twenty-two (22) is no longer enrolled in an institution of higher education, 

the pension shall be reduced to the greater of one thousand two hundred 

dollars ($1,200) per annum or fifty percent (50%) of the pension to which the 

member would have been entitled had he retired the day preceding the date of 

his death, notwithstanding that the member might not have been eligible to 

retire. 

          (3)  Upon the surviving spouse's remarriage or death, the pension 

provided for in this subsection shall terminate. 

     (b)(1)  In the case of a member who dies on or after January 1, 1956, and 

leaves a spouse who does not have in his care the member's unmarried child or 

children under the age of eighteen (18) years, the surviving spouse shall 

receive a pension equal to the greater of one thousand two hundred dollars 

($1,200) per annum or fifty percent (50%) of the pension to which the member 

would have been entitled had he retired the day preceding the date of his 

death, notwithstanding that the member might not have been eligible to retire. 

          (2)  Upon the surviving spouse's remarriage or death, the pension 

provided for in this subsection shall terminate. 

     (c)(1)  In the event a member dies and does not leave a spouse, or in the 

event the surviving spouse remarries or dies, and there is surviving the 

member an unmarried child or children under the age of eighteen (18) years or 

the age of twenty-two (22) years while enrolled in an institution of higher 

education, each such child shall receive a pension of an equal share of the 

greater of one thousand eight hundred dollars ($1,800) per annum or 

seventy-five percent (75%) of the pension to which the member would have been 

entitled had he retired the day preceding the date of his death, 

notwithstanding that he might not have been eligible to retire. In no case 

shall the annual pension payable to any such child exceed fifteen percent 

(15%) of the final average annual salary of the deceased member. 

          (2)  Upon any such child's adoption, marriage, attainment of the age 

of eighteen (18) years or failure to be enrolled in an institution of higher 

education if under age twenty-two (22) or death, whichever event occurs first, 

his pension shall terminate. The board shall distribute the child's pension to 



the deceased member's remaining eligible children, if any, subject to the 

limitations contained in this subsection. 

     (d)(1)  In the event a member who has five (5) or more years of credited 

service dies and leaves neither a spouse nor children eligible for pensions 

provided for in subsections (a), (b), and (c) of this section, and there is 

surviving the member his parents, whom the board finds to be dependent upon 

the member for at least fifty percent (50%) of their support due to lack of 

financial means, each dependent parent shall receive a pension of an equal 

share of fifty percent (50%) of the pension to which the member would have 

been entitled had he retired the day preceding the date of his death, 

notwithstanding that the member might not have been eligible to retire. 

          (2)  Upon the remarriage or death of the parent, his pension shall 

terminate. 

     (e)(1)  For purposes of this section, 'an institution of higher 

education' means any public university, college, community college, and any 

non-publicly supported not-for-profit college or university. 

          (2)  The Board of Trustees is hereby authorized to establish through 

rules and regulations a means of verification of enrollment in an institution 

of higher education by a surviving child under this section for purposes of 

continuation of pension benefits." 

 

     SECTION 3.  Arkansas Code 24-6-218 is hereby amended to read as follows: 

     "24-6-218. Benefits - Survivors' benefits upon death of officer killed in 

line of duty while not member of system.  (a)  In the event any uniformed 

employee of the Department of Arkansas State Police is killed while in the 

performance of his duties, yet the widow and surviving children of the 

uniformed employee of the department are deprived of receiving benefits as 

prescribed in � 24-6-217 because the uniformed employee was not a member of 
the system at the time of his death, or had not completed any probationary 

period of service required by regulations of the State Police Commission, or 

had not obtained sufficient service for benefits, the widow may make 

application to the Board of Trustees of the State Police Retirement System. 

Upon establishing proof of the facts set forth in this subsection, the widow 

and surviving children shall be eligible for and receive survivors' benefits 

for herself and the unmarried children of the deceased uniformed employee who 

was killed in the line of duty, which children are under eighteen (18) years 



of age or age twenty-two (22) while enrolled in an institution of higher 

education, as provided in � 24-6-217. 
     (b)  Upon the reaching of eighteen (18) years of age by the unmarried 

children or the failure to enroll in an institution of higher education if 

the child is under the age of twenty-two (22), the widow shall continue to 

receive benefits as provided by law, but upon her remarriage or death the 

benefits shall terminate. 

     (c)  It is the specific intent of this section that widows as described 

in this section be eligible for survivors' benefits for themselves and any 

unmarried children under eighteen (18) years of age of the deceased uniformed 

employee of the department who was killed in the line of duty, or any 

children  under the age of twenty-two (22) while enrolled in an institution 

of higher education, irrespective of whether the employee was a member of, or 

was eligible for benefits under, the State Police Retirement System at the 

time of his death. 

     (d)  Upon certification of these facts by the Board of Trustees of the 

State Police Retirement System, the Director of the Department of Finance and 

Administration shall direct the State Treasurer to transfer from the State 

Police Fund, annually, to the State Police Retirement Fund an amount equal to 

the funds expended from the State Police Retirement Fund for the payment of 

survivors' benefits as authorized in this section in order to reimburse the 

fund therefor. 

     (e)(1)  For purposes of this section, 'an institution of higher 

education' means any public university, college, community college, and any 

non-publicly supported not-for-profit college or university. 

          (2)  The Board of Trustees is hereby authorized to establish through 

rules and regulations a means of verification of enrollment in an institution 

of higher education by a surviving child under this section for purposes of 

continuation of pension benefits." 

 

     SECTION 3.  All provisions of this act of a general and permanent nature 

are amendatory to the Arkansas Code of 1987 Annotated and the Arkansas Code 

Revision Commission shall incorporate the same in the Code. 

 

     SECTION 4.  All laws and parts of laws in conflict with this act are 

hereby repealed. 



 

     SECTION 5.  EMERGENCY.  It is hereby found and determined by the General 

Assembly that current law terminates pension benefits for surviving children 

of Arkansas State Police officers based solely on age; that it is in the best 

interests of the state to encourage such children to pursue their educational 

needs beyond the secondary level; that by the continuation of pension benefits 

until age twenty-two (22) for surviving children enrolled in institutions of 

higher education, a greater percentage of those children who have suffered a 

loss will consider this pursuit; and that this is an immediate need for those 

surviving children which requires the immediate enactment of this legislation. 

Therefore, an emergency is hereby declared to exist and this act being 

necessary for the preservation of the public peace, health and safety shall be 

in full force and effect from and after its passage and approval. 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 



 



<<
  /ASCII85EncodePages false
  /AllowTransparency false
  /AutoPositionEPSFiles true
  /AutoRotatePages /None
  /Binding /Left
  /CalGrayProfile (Dot Gain 20%)
  /CalRGBProfile (sRGB IEC61966-2.1)
  /CalCMYKProfile (U.S. Web Coated \050SWOP\051 v2)
  /sRGBProfile (sRGB IEC61966-2.1)
  /CannotEmbedFontPolicy /Error
  /CompatibilityLevel 1.4
  /CompressObjects /Tags
  /CompressPages true
  /ConvertImagesToIndexed true
  /PassThroughJPEGImages true
  /CreateJDFFile false
  /CreateJobTicket false
  /DefaultRenderingIntent /Default
  /DetectBlends true
  /ColorConversionStrategy /LeaveColorUnchanged
  /DoThumbnails false
  /EmbedAllFonts true
  /EmbedJobOptions true
  /DSCReportingLevel 0
  /EmitDSCWarnings false
  /EndPage -1
  /ImageMemory 1048576
  /LockDistillerParams false
  /MaxSubsetPct 100
  /Optimize true
  /OPM 1
  /ParseDSCComments true
  /ParseDSCCommentsForDocInfo true
  /PreserveCopyPage true
  /PreserveEPSInfo true
  /PreserveHalftoneInfo false
  /PreserveOPIComments false
  /PreserveOverprintSettings true
  /StartPage 1
  /SubsetFonts true
  /TransferFunctionInfo /Apply
  /UCRandBGInfo /Preserve
  /UsePrologue false
  /ColorSettingsFile ()
  /AlwaysEmbed [ true
  ]
  /NeverEmbed [ true
  ]
  /AntiAliasColorImages false
  /DownsampleColorImages true
  /ColorImageDownsampleType /Bicubic
  /ColorImageResolution 300
  /ColorImageDepth -1
  /ColorImageDownsampleThreshold 1.50000
  /EncodeColorImages true
  /ColorImageFilter /DCTEncode
  /AutoFilterColorImages true
  /ColorImageAutoFilterStrategy /JPEG
  /ColorACSImageDict <<
    /QFactor 0.15
    /HSamples [1 1 1 1] /VSamples [1 1 1 1]
  >>
  /ColorImageDict <<
    /QFactor 0.15
    /HSamples [1 1 1 1] /VSamples [1 1 1 1]
  >>
  /JPEG2000ColorACSImageDict <<
    /TileWidth 256
    /TileHeight 256
    /Quality 30
  >>
  /JPEG2000ColorImageDict <<
    /TileWidth 256
    /TileHeight 256
    /Quality 30
  >>
  /AntiAliasGrayImages false
  /DownsampleGrayImages true
  /GrayImageDownsampleType /Bicubic
  /GrayImageResolution 300
  /GrayImageDepth -1
  /GrayImageDownsampleThreshold 1.50000
  /EncodeGrayImages true
  /GrayImageFilter /DCTEncode
  /AutoFilterGrayImages true
  /GrayImageAutoFilterStrategy /JPEG
  /GrayACSImageDict <<
    /QFactor 0.15
    /HSamples [1 1 1 1] /VSamples [1 1 1 1]
  >>
  /GrayImageDict <<
    /QFactor 0.15
    /HSamples [1 1 1 1] /VSamples [1 1 1 1]
  >>
  /JPEG2000GrayACSImageDict <<
    /TileWidth 256
    /TileHeight 256
    /Quality 30
  >>
  /JPEG2000GrayImageDict <<
    /TileWidth 256
    /TileHeight 256
    /Quality 30
  >>
  /AntiAliasMonoImages false
  /DownsampleMonoImages true
  /MonoImageDownsampleType /Bicubic
  /MonoImageResolution 1200
  /MonoImageDepth -1
  /MonoImageDownsampleThreshold 1.50000
  /EncodeMonoImages true
  /MonoImageFilter /CCITTFaxEncode
  /MonoImageDict <<
    /K -1
  >>
  /AllowPSXObjects false
  /PDFX1aCheck false
  /PDFX3Check false
  /PDFXCompliantPDFOnly false
  /PDFXNoTrimBoxError true
  /PDFXTrimBoxToMediaBoxOffset [
    0.00000
    0.00000
    0.00000
    0.00000
  ]
  /PDFXSetBleedBoxToMediaBox true
  /PDFXBleedBoxToTrimBoxOffset [
    0.00000
    0.00000
    0.00000
    0.00000
  ]
  /PDFXOutputIntentProfile ()
  /PDFXOutputCondition ()
  /PDFXRegistryName (http://www.color.org)
  /PDFXTrapped /Unknown

  /Description <<
    /ENU (Use these settings to create PDF documents with higher image resolution for high quality pre-press printing. The PDF documents can be opened with Acrobat and Reader 5.0 and later. These settings require font embedding.)
    /JPN <FEFF3053306e8a2d5b9a306f30019ad889e350cf5ea6753b50cf3092542b308030d730ea30d730ec30b9537052377528306e00200050004400460020658766f830924f5c62103059308b3068304d306b4f7f75283057307e305930023053306e8a2d5b9a30674f5c62103057305f00200050004400460020658766f8306f0020004100630072006f0062006100740020304a30883073002000520065006100640065007200200035002e003000204ee5964d30678868793a3067304d307e305930023053306e8a2d5b9a306b306f30d530a930f330c8306e57cb30818fbc307f304c5fc59808306730593002>
    /FRA <>
    /DEU <>
    /PTB <>
    /DAN <>
    /NLD <>
    /ESP <>
    /SUO <>
    /ITA <>
    /NOR <>
    /SVE <>
  >>
>> setdistillerparams
<<
  /HWResolution [2400 2400]
  /PageSize [612.000 792.000]
>> setpagedevice


