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State of Arkansas

[J
79th General Assembly A Blll
Regular Session, 1993 HOUSE BILL
By: Representative Wyrick

For An Act 'To Be Entitled
"AN ACT TO AMEND ARKANSAS CODE § 7-5-413 AND § 7-5-416 TO
CHANGE THE TIME FOR COUNTING ABSENTEE BALLOTS AND
REQUIRING THE RESULTS NOT BE RELEASED UNTIL 8:00 P.M. ON

ELECTION DAY; AND FOR OTHER PURPOSES."

[ ]
Subtitle
"AN ACT TO CHANGE THE TIME FOR COUNTING ABSENTEE BALLOTS
AND DELAYING THE RELEASE OF THE RESULTS UNTIL 8:00 P.M. ON

ELECTION DAY."
BE IT ENACTED BY THE GENERAL ASSEMBLY OF THE STATE OF ARKANSAS:

SECTION 1. Arkansas Code § 7-5-413 is hereby amended to read as
follows:

"7-5-413. Voting machines - Discretionary use - Related duties.

(a) In any election in which voting machines are to be used in all or
part of the election precincts, the appropriate authority charged with holding
the election shall, within its discretion, determine by proper resolution or
order whether or not voting machines shall be used for absentee voting by
personal appearance at the election.

(b) If it is determined by that authority that voting machines shall be
used for absentee voting by personal appearance, a voting machine or machines
shall be placed in the office of the clerk who is to conduct the absentee
voting for the election in accordance with this subchapter. The clerk shall
follow the legal requirements for voting set forth in Arkansas Constitution,
Amendment 51 insofar as applicable to absentee voting. Those persons entitled
under the law to vote absentee by personal appearance at the clerk's office

shall cast their votes on voting machines under the laws applicable to
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absentee voting, and the clerk shall enter on a duplicate list the name of
each voter at the time he votes.

(c) After the regular business hours, the clerk shall seal the machines
at the close of each day's voting in the presence of authorized poll watchers,
if any, and the seal shall be broken by the clerk in the presence of the
authorized watchers, if any, the following morning when the voting begins.
Voting absentee by machine will be concluded on the day before election day at
the time the county clerk's office regularly closes. When absentee voting is
concluded, the clerk shall lock and seal the machines.

(d) At 8:00 a.m. on election day, a set of judges and clerks for the
machines used for absentee voting shall open the machines and canvass the vote
in the manner provided for regular polling places. After the canvass has been
made, the machines shall be locked and sealed and shall remain locked against
voting for the same period as required for other machines used in the
election. The results of the canvass shall be returned to the appropriate
authority to be tabulated and canvassed with and in the same manner as the
returns of other election precincts. The results shall not be released until
8:00 p.m. on election day.

(e) Any candidate or political party may be present in person or by
representative designated in writing during the progress of absentee voting
and at the canvass of the results in any election for the purpose of
determining whether or not the votes in any election are fairly and accurately

cast and counted."

SECTION 2. Arkansas Code § 7-5-416 is hereby amended to read as
follows:

"7-5-416. Counting of ballots.

(a) The judges and clerks for absentee ballots shall meet in the office
of the county clerk at 8:00 a.m on election day for the purpose of opening,
canvassing, and counting the absentee ballots. Candidates may be present in
person at any election, and in general or special elections candidates and
political parties may be present by representative, designated in writing,
during the opening, canvassing, and counting of the absentee ballots as herein
provided.

(b) The opening, counting, and canvassing shall be conducted as
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follows:

(1) One (1) of the judges shall open large envelopes one by one
and as soon as he opens one, he shall read aloud from the statement in the
larger envelope the name of the voter and the voting precinct in which he
claims to be a legal voter;

(2) As each large envelope is opened and the name of the voter is
read, the clerks for the absentee box shall list in duplicate the name and
voting precinct of the voter and shall write on the stub end of the ballot
taken from the large envelope, the number of the voter taken from this list of
voters;

(3) If no challenge is made and the statement is in proper form,
the judge shall, without opening the small envelope containing the ballot,
remove the small envelope and place it in the ballot box without marking it in
any way;

(4) The one inch (1") ballot stub ends shall be placed in a
separate ballot box designated for them and retained as are other ballot stub
ends;

(5) After all of the large envelopes have been opened and a list
has been made in duplicate of the name and voting precinct of the voters, as
required herein, the judges and clerks of the absentee box shall preserve all
the statements of voters and deliver them to the county clerk who shall file
and keep them for six (6) months after the election, and the statements shall
be made available for public inspection during regular business hours;

(6) When all of the small envelopes containing the ballots have
been placed in the ballot box and the one inch (1") stub ends have been
deposited in a separate box, the ballot box shall be shaken thoroughly so as
to mix the ballots;

(7) After the shaking of the box, the ballot box shall be opened
and the judges shall open the small envelopes, remove the ballots, and count
the votes cast in the same manner as votes cast in a regular voting precinct
are counted. The results of canvassing and counting of absentee ballots shall
not be released until 8:00 p.m. on election day.

(c) If any person casting an absentee ballot dies before the polls open
on election day, his vote shall not be counted.

(d) It is the intent of this section to permit the judges and clerks
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for absentee ballots to meet and open the large envelope and make a list in
duplicate of the name and voting precinct of each voter casting an absentee
ballot, to write on the stub end of the ballot taken from the large envelope
the number of the voter taken from the list of voters, and to deposit the
small envelope containing the ballot in the ballot box and to deposit the one
inch (1") ballot stub ends in another ballot box, prior to 8:00 a.m. on
election day. It is further the specific intent of this section that none of
the absentee ballots shall be opened and counted prior to 8:00 a.m. on

election day."

SECTION 3. All provisions of this act of general and permanent nature
are amendatory to the Arkansas Code of 1987 Annotated and the Arkansas Code

Revision Commission shall incorporate the same in the Code.

SECTION 4. If any provisions of this act or the application thereof to
any person or circumstance is held invalid, the invalidity shall not affect
other provisions or applications of the act which can be given effect without
the invalid provisions or application, and to this end the provisions of this

act are declared to be severable.

SECTION 5. All laws and parts of laws in conflict with this act are

hereby repealed.

Vjf294



Ol

HB

vjf294




<<
  /ASCII85EncodePages false
  /AllowTransparency false
  /AutoPositionEPSFiles true
  /AutoRotatePages /None
  /Binding /Left
  /CalGrayProfile (Dot Gain 20%)
  /CalRGBProfile (sRGB IEC61966-2.1)
  /CalCMYKProfile (U.S. Web Coated \050SWOP\051 v2)
  /sRGBProfile (sRGB IEC61966-2.1)
  /CannotEmbedFontPolicy /Error
  /CompatibilityLevel 1.4
  /CompressObjects /Tags
  /CompressPages true
  /ConvertImagesToIndexed true
  /PassThroughJPEGImages true
  /CreateJDFFile false
  /CreateJobTicket false
  /DefaultRenderingIntent /Default
  /DetectBlends true
  /ColorConversionStrategy /LeaveColorUnchanged
  /DoThumbnails false
  /EmbedAllFonts true
  /EmbedJobOptions true
  /DSCReportingLevel 0
  /EmitDSCWarnings false
  /EndPage -1
  /ImageMemory 1048576
  /LockDistillerParams false
  /MaxSubsetPct 100
  /Optimize true
  /OPM 1
  /ParseDSCComments true
  /ParseDSCCommentsForDocInfo true
  /PreserveCopyPage true
  /PreserveEPSInfo true
  /PreserveHalftoneInfo false
  /PreserveOPIComments false
  /PreserveOverprintSettings true
  /StartPage 1
  /SubsetFonts true
  /TransferFunctionInfo /Apply
  /UCRandBGInfo /Preserve
  /UsePrologue false
  /ColorSettingsFile ()
  /AlwaysEmbed [ true
  ]
  /NeverEmbed [ true
  ]
  /AntiAliasColorImages false
  /DownsampleColorImages true
  /ColorImageDownsampleType /Bicubic
  /ColorImageResolution 300
  /ColorImageDepth -1
  /ColorImageDownsampleThreshold 1.50000
  /EncodeColorImages true
  /ColorImageFilter /DCTEncode
  /AutoFilterColorImages true
  /ColorImageAutoFilterStrategy /JPEG
  /ColorACSImageDict <<
    /QFactor 0.15
    /HSamples [1 1 1 1] /VSamples [1 1 1 1]
  >>
  /ColorImageDict <<
    /QFactor 0.15
    /HSamples [1 1 1 1] /VSamples [1 1 1 1]
  >>
  /JPEG2000ColorACSImageDict <<
    /TileWidth 256
    /TileHeight 256
    /Quality 30
  >>
  /JPEG2000ColorImageDict <<
    /TileWidth 256
    /TileHeight 256
    /Quality 30
  >>
  /AntiAliasGrayImages false
  /DownsampleGrayImages true
  /GrayImageDownsampleType /Bicubic
  /GrayImageResolution 300
  /GrayImageDepth -1
  /GrayImageDownsampleThreshold 1.50000
  /EncodeGrayImages true
  /GrayImageFilter /DCTEncode
  /AutoFilterGrayImages true
  /GrayImageAutoFilterStrategy /JPEG
  /GrayACSImageDict <<
    /QFactor 0.15
    /HSamples [1 1 1 1] /VSamples [1 1 1 1]
  >>
  /GrayImageDict <<
    /QFactor 0.15
    /HSamples [1 1 1 1] /VSamples [1 1 1 1]
  >>
  /JPEG2000GrayACSImageDict <<
    /TileWidth 256
    /TileHeight 256
    /Quality 30
  >>
  /JPEG2000GrayImageDict <<
    /TileWidth 256
    /TileHeight 256
    /Quality 30
  >>
  /AntiAliasMonoImages false
  /DownsampleMonoImages true
  /MonoImageDownsampleType /Bicubic
  /MonoImageResolution 1200
  /MonoImageDepth -1
  /MonoImageDownsampleThreshold 1.50000
  /EncodeMonoImages true
  /MonoImageFilter /CCITTFaxEncode
  /MonoImageDict <<
    /K -1
  >>
  /AllowPSXObjects false
  /PDFX1aCheck false
  /PDFX3Check false
  /PDFXCompliantPDFOnly false
  /PDFXNoTrimBoxError true
  /PDFXTrimBoxToMediaBoxOffset [
    0.00000
    0.00000
    0.00000
    0.00000
  ]
  /PDFXSetBleedBoxToMediaBox true
  /PDFXBleedBoxToTrimBoxOffset [
    0.00000
    0.00000
    0.00000
    0.00000
  ]
  /PDFXOutputIntentProfile ()
  /PDFXOutputCondition ()
  /PDFXRegistryName (http://www.color.org)
  /PDFXTrapped /Unknown

  /Description <<
    /ENU (Use these settings to create PDF documents with higher image resolution for high quality pre-press printing. The PDF documents can be opened with Acrobat and Reader 5.0 and later. These settings require font embedding.)
    /JPN <FEFF3053306e8a2d5b9a306f30019ad889e350cf5ea6753b50cf3092542b308030d730ea30d730ec30b9537052377528306e00200050004400460020658766f830924f5c62103059308b3068304d306b4f7f75283057307e305930023053306e8a2d5b9a30674f5c62103057305f00200050004400460020658766f8306f0020004100630072006f0062006100740020304a30883073002000520065006100640065007200200035002e003000204ee5964d30678868793a3067304d307e305930023053306e8a2d5b9a306b306f30d530a930f330c8306e57cb30818fbc307f304c5fc59808306730593002>
    /FRA <>
    /DEU <>
    /PTB <>
    /DAN <>
    /NLD <>
    /ESP <>
    /SUO <>
    /ITA <>
    /NOR <>
    /SVE <>
  >>
>> setdistillerparams
<<
  /HWResolution [2400 2400]
  /PageSize [612.000 792.000]
>> setpagedevice


