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State of Arkansas .
80th General Assembly A B 1 l l
Regular Session, 1995 HOUSE BILL 1554

By: Representatives Molinaro and D. Wood

For An Act To Be Entitled
"AN ACT TO AMEND VARIOUS SECTIONS OF SUBCHAPTER 2 OF TITLE
14, CHAPTER 284 OF THE ARKANSAS CODE OF 1987, ANNOTATED,
TO AUTHORIZE FIRE PROTECTION DISTRICTS TO PROVIDE
AMBULANCE AND EMERGENCY MEDICAL SERVICES TO THE RESIDENTS
OF THEIR DISTRICTS; AND FOR OTHER PURPOSES."

Subtitle
"TO AUTHORIZE FIRE PROTECTION DISTRICTS
TO PROVIDE AMBULANCE AND EMERGENCY
MEDICAL SERVICES TO THE RESIDENTS OF
THEIR DISTRICTS"

BE IT ENACTED BY THE GENERAL ASSEMBLY OF THE STATE OF ARKANSAS:

SECTION 1. Arkansas Code § 14-284-201 is amended to read as follows:

"14-284-201. Applicability.

(a)(l) Fire protection districts established under the provisions of
this subchapter shall cover only territory within the county, or within the
defined district, outside the corporate limits of cities and towns.

(2) However, if any city or town within the district does not
have an organized or volunteer fire department and desires to be included
within the fire protection district, upon the adoption of an ordinance
therefor by the governing body of the city or town, addressed to the county
judge and quorum court, the area covered by the fire protection district may
be extended to provide fire protection within the city limits of the city or
town by ordinance adopted by the quorum court.

(b) In order to avoid duplication of fire protection services, fire

protection districts established under this subchapter shall be established
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HB 1554

for the primary purpose of providing fire protection in rural areas for
buildings, structures, and other man-made improvements. In addition, fire
protection districts may provide ambulance and emergency medical services to
residents of their district. Nothing in this subchapter shall be construed
to relieve the Arkansas Forestry Commission of responsibility for providing
for fire protection for forest lands.

(c) For the purposes of this subchapter, the term fire protection
services shall include providing ambulance and emergency medical services to
the residents of the district, if the board of commissioners decides those

services are necessary for the resident s health and well-being."

SECTION 2. Arkansas Code § 14-284-211 is amended to read as follows:

"14-284-211. Board of commissioners - Power and authority.

The board of commissioners of any district created pursuant to this
subchapter shall have the power and authority to:

(1) Execute contracts and other instruments for and in behalf of the
district;

(2) Cooperate with any other fire protection district, municipal fire
department, or any political subdivision or agency of this state or the
United States in carrying out the purposes of the district;

(3) Establish rules and regulations for the transaction of the
district s business and for carrying out the purposes of the district;

(4) Make assessments of benefits against real property in the district
benefited by fire protection services of the district and make assessments of
benefits against real property in the district whose property holders are
benefited by the ambulance and emergency medical services and provide for the
collection of the assessments;

(5) Issue bonds as provided in this subchapter to finance the district
and its purposes. However, districts established by ordinance of the quorum
court shall have no authority to issue bonds unless the question is first
submitted to and approved by the electors of the district as provided in
§§ 14-284-204 and 14-284-205; and

(6) Do any and all other actions necessary or desirable to enable the
board to carry out its responsibilities and to accomplish the purposes of the

district."
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SECTION 3. Arkansas Code § 14-284-212 is amended to read as follows:

"14-284-212. Preparation of plans - Assessors and assessments
generally.

(a) As soon as is practical after its establishment, the board shall
prepare plans for providing fire protection services and for acquiring the
property and equipment necessary to carry out the purposes of the district.
In addition, if the board determines that ambulance and emergency medical
services for the residents of the district are necessary for the resident s
health and well-being, the board shall prepare plans for providing those
services and for acquiring the equipment and training necessary to carry out
those other services.

(b) They shall thereupon appoint three (3) assessors to assess the
annual benefits which will accrue to the real property and to the property
holders within the district from the providing of fire protection and other
services and shall fix their compensation. The assessors shall take an oath
that they will well and truly assess all annual benefits that will accrue to
the protected landowners of the district by the providing of fire protection
and other services.

(c) The assessors shall thereupon proceed to assess the annual
benefits to the lands within the district and shall inscribe in a book each
tract of land and extend opposite the inscription of each tract of land the
amount of annual benefits that will accrue each year to that land by reason
of the services.

(d) The original assessment of benefits and any reassessment shall be
advertised and equalized in the same manner as provided in this subchapter,
and owners of all property whose assessment has been raised shall have the
right to be heard and to appeal from the decision of the assessors, as
hereinafter provided.

(e) The assessors shall place opposite each affected tract the name of
the supposed owner as shown by the last county assessment, but a mistake in
the name shall not void the assessment, and the assessors shall correct
errors which occur in the county assessment list.

(f) The commissioners shall have the authority to fill any vacancy in

the position of assessor, and the assessors shall hold office at the pleasure
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of the board.

(g) The boards of commissioners of fire protection districts formed
after July 3, 1989, under this subchapter may, as an alternative to assessing
benefits, assess a flat fee per parcel of land located within the district.
Furthermore, the boards may establish a different fee for commercial property
than for residential property and for fire services than for ambulance

services, or both in combination."

SECTION 4. Arkansas Code § 14-284-214 is amended to read as follows:

"14-284-214. Assessments - Annual reassessments.

(a) The commissioners shall once a year order the assessors to
reassess the annual benefits of protected property in the district if there
have been improvements made or improvements destroyed or removed from one (1)
or more tracts of land in the district, making it necessary to have the
annual benefits revised.

(b)(l) Whereupon, it shall be the duty of the assessors to reassess
the benefits of the district, and the annual benefits assessed may be raised
or lowered as fire protection and other services benefiting the property
change.

(2) 1If the commissioners determine that there have been no
significant changes in improvements on the lands in the district, they may
direct that assessed benefits remain the same as the benefits assessed the

preceding year."

SECTION 5. Arkansas Code § 14-284-223 is amended to read as follows:

"14-284-223. Authority to contract with other governmental entities to
provide fire protection services.

Fire protection improvement districts or fire protection districts
organized under this subchapter are authorized to contract with a city, town,
or county, the state, the federal government, or an existing fire protection
improvement district or fire protection district for the provision of fire

protection services or for other services."

SECTION 6. All provisions of this act of general and permanent nature

are amendatory to the Arkansas Code of 1987 Annotated and the Arkansas Code
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Revision Commission shall incorporate the same in the Code.

SECTION 7. 1If any provisions of this act or the application thereof to
any person or circumstance is held invalid, the invalidity shall not affect
other provisions or applications of the act which can be given effect without
the invalid provisions or application, and to this end the provisions of this

act are declared to be severable.

SECTION 8. All laws and parts of laws in conflict with this act are

hereby repealed.

0201950943.jjd040

Ol



I

o Ul

HB 1554

0201950943.jjd040




<<
  /ASCII85EncodePages false
  /AllowTransparency false
  /AutoPositionEPSFiles true
  /AutoRotatePages /None
  /Binding /Left
  /CalGrayProfile (Dot Gain 20%)
  /CalRGBProfile (sRGB IEC61966-2.1)
  /CalCMYKProfile (U.S. Web Coated \050SWOP\051 v2)
  /sRGBProfile (sRGB IEC61966-2.1)
  /CannotEmbedFontPolicy /Error
  /CompatibilityLevel 1.4
  /CompressObjects /Tags
  /CompressPages true
  /ConvertImagesToIndexed true
  /PassThroughJPEGImages true
  /CreateJDFFile false
  /CreateJobTicket false
  /DefaultRenderingIntent /Default
  /DetectBlends true
  /ColorConversionStrategy /LeaveColorUnchanged
  /DoThumbnails false
  /EmbedAllFonts true
  /EmbedJobOptions true
  /DSCReportingLevel 0
  /EmitDSCWarnings false
  /EndPage -1
  /ImageMemory 1048576
  /LockDistillerParams false
  /MaxSubsetPct 100
  /Optimize true
  /OPM 1
  /ParseDSCComments true
  /ParseDSCCommentsForDocInfo true
  /PreserveCopyPage true
  /PreserveEPSInfo true
  /PreserveHalftoneInfo false
  /PreserveOPIComments false
  /PreserveOverprintSettings true
  /StartPage 1
  /SubsetFonts true
  /TransferFunctionInfo /Apply
  /UCRandBGInfo /Preserve
  /UsePrologue false
  /ColorSettingsFile ()
  /AlwaysEmbed [ true
  ]
  /NeverEmbed [ true
  ]
  /AntiAliasColorImages false
  /DownsampleColorImages true
  /ColorImageDownsampleType /Bicubic
  /ColorImageResolution 300
  /ColorImageDepth -1
  /ColorImageDownsampleThreshold 1.50000
  /EncodeColorImages true
  /ColorImageFilter /DCTEncode
  /AutoFilterColorImages true
  /ColorImageAutoFilterStrategy /JPEG
  /ColorACSImageDict <<
    /QFactor 0.15
    /HSamples [1 1 1 1] /VSamples [1 1 1 1]
  >>
  /ColorImageDict <<
    /QFactor 0.15
    /HSamples [1 1 1 1] /VSamples [1 1 1 1]
  >>
  /JPEG2000ColorACSImageDict <<
    /TileWidth 256
    /TileHeight 256
    /Quality 30
  >>
  /JPEG2000ColorImageDict <<
    /TileWidth 256
    /TileHeight 256
    /Quality 30
  >>
  /AntiAliasGrayImages false
  /DownsampleGrayImages true
  /GrayImageDownsampleType /Bicubic
  /GrayImageResolution 300
  /GrayImageDepth -1
  /GrayImageDownsampleThreshold 1.50000
  /EncodeGrayImages true
  /GrayImageFilter /DCTEncode
  /AutoFilterGrayImages true
  /GrayImageAutoFilterStrategy /JPEG
  /GrayACSImageDict <<
    /QFactor 0.15
    /HSamples [1 1 1 1] /VSamples [1 1 1 1]
  >>
  /GrayImageDict <<
    /QFactor 0.15
    /HSamples [1 1 1 1] /VSamples [1 1 1 1]
  >>
  /JPEG2000GrayACSImageDict <<
    /TileWidth 256
    /TileHeight 256
    /Quality 30
  >>
  /JPEG2000GrayImageDict <<
    /TileWidth 256
    /TileHeight 256
    /Quality 30
  >>
  /AntiAliasMonoImages false
  /DownsampleMonoImages true
  /MonoImageDownsampleType /Bicubic
  /MonoImageResolution 1200
  /MonoImageDepth -1
  /MonoImageDownsampleThreshold 1.50000
  /EncodeMonoImages true
  /MonoImageFilter /CCITTFaxEncode
  /MonoImageDict <<
    /K -1
  >>
  /AllowPSXObjects false
  /PDFX1aCheck false
  /PDFX3Check false
  /PDFXCompliantPDFOnly false
  /PDFXNoTrimBoxError true
  /PDFXTrimBoxToMediaBoxOffset [
    0.00000
    0.00000
    0.00000
    0.00000
  ]
  /PDFXSetBleedBoxToMediaBox true
  /PDFXBleedBoxToTrimBoxOffset [
    0.00000
    0.00000
    0.00000
    0.00000
  ]
  /PDFXOutputIntentProfile ()
  /PDFXOutputCondition ()
  /PDFXRegistryName (http://www.color.org)
  /PDFXTrapped /Unknown

  /Description <<
    /ENU (Use these settings to create PDF documents with higher image resolution for high quality pre-press printing. The PDF documents can be opened with Acrobat and Reader 5.0 and later. These settings require font embedding.)
    /JPN <FEFF3053306e8a2d5b9a306f30019ad889e350cf5ea6753b50cf3092542b308030d730ea30d730ec30b9537052377528306e00200050004400460020658766f830924f5c62103059308b3068304d306b4f7f75283057307e305930023053306e8a2d5b9a30674f5c62103057305f00200050004400460020658766f8306f0020004100630072006f0062006100740020304a30883073002000520065006100640065007200200035002e003000204ee5964d30678868793a3067304d307e305930023053306e8a2d5b9a306b306f30d530a930f330c8306e57cb30818fbc307f304c5fc59808306730593002>
    /FRA <>
    /DEU <>
    /PTB <>
    /DAN <>
    /NLD <>
    /ESP <>
    /SUO <>
    /ITA <>
    /NOR <>
    /SVE <>
  >>
>> setdistillerparams
<<
  /HWResolution [2400 2400]
  /PageSize [612.000 792.000]
>> setpagedevice


