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State of Arkansas
81st General Assembly A B I I I
Regular Session, 1997 HOUSE BILL 1030

By: Representative Thicksten

For An Act To Be Entitled
"AN ACT TO REQUI RE THE DI RECTOR OF THE GENERAL EDUCATI ON
DI VI SI ON OF THE DEPARTMENT OF EDUCATI ON TO DEVELOP
MATERI ALS FOR TEACHI NG A CHARACTER AND CI TI ZENSHI P
COVPONENT TO BE | NCLUDED I N ALL COURSES I N THE PUBLIC
SCHOOL KI NDERGARTEN THROUGH TWELFTH GRADE (K- 12)
CURRI CULUM AND FOR OTHER PURPOSES. "

Subtitle
"TO REQUI RE THE DEVELOPMENT OF MATERI ALS
FOR TEACHI NG A CHARACTER AND Cl TI ZENSHI P
COVPONENT | N ALL COURSES I N THE PUBLIC
SCHOOL (K-12) CURRI CULUM "

BE | T ENACTED BY THE GENERAL ASSEMBLY OF THE STATE OF ARKANSAS

SECTION 1. LEGQ SLATIVE FI NDI NGS. The General Assenbly finds and
acknow edges that, while character and citizenship education is primarily a
parental responsibility, it must not rermain isolated there. The Genera
Assenbly further finds that the renoval of character and citizenship
conmponents fromtraditional education has left a void as yet unfilled, with
many young peopl e experiencing frustration at having to deal with the soci al

order of today.

SECTION 2. (a) The Director of the General Education Division of the
Depart nent of Education shall develop materials for teaching character and
citizenship for inclusion in the curriculumfor all kindergarten through grade
twel ve (K-12) students in the public schools of the state of Arkansas.

(b) The director shall ensure that these materials are reproduced and

sent to all school districts in the state by no later than August 1, 1998, and
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are updated after each regul ar session of the General Assenbly.
(c) During each interimof the biennium the director shall provide a
progress report on the inplenentation and effectiveness of this act to the

menbers of the House and Senate Interim Comm ttees on Educati on.

SECTION 3. Al provisions of this act of a general and permanent nature
are anendatory to the Arkansas Code of 1987 Annotated and the Arkansas Code

Revi si on Comni ssi on shall incorporate the sane in the Code.

SECTION 4. If any provision of this act or the application thereof to
any person or circunstance is held invalid, such invalidity shall not affect
ot her provisions or applications of the act which can be given effect w thout
the invalid provision or application, and to this end the provisions of this

act are declared to be severable.

SECTION 5. Al laws and parts of laws in conflict with this act are

her eby repeal ed.
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