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Stricken language would be deleted from present law. Underlined language would be added to present law.

State of Arkansas
81st General Assembly

Regular Session, 1997

By: Representative Thomas

As Engrossed: H2/3/97 H2/10/97 S3/4/97

A Bill

HOUSE BILL 1196

For An Act To Be Entitled

"AN ACT TO AMEND THE FREEDOM CF | NFORVATI ON ACT TO PROVI DE
THAT SETTLEMENT AGREEMENTS ENTERED | NTO BY A STATE AGENCY
VWHI CH HAS THE POAER TO LEVY CIVIL PENALTIES SHALL BE
DEEMED A PUBLI C DOCUMENT; AND FOR OTHER PURPOSES. "

Subtitle
“AN ACT TO AMEND THE FREEDOM OF
| NFORMATI ON ACT TO PROVI DE THAT
SETTLEMENT AGREEMENTS ENTERED | NTO BY A
STATE AGENCY WHI CH HAS THE POWER TO LEVY
ClVIL PENALTIES SHALL BE DEEMED A PUBLIC
DOCUMENT. *

BE I T ENACTED BY THE GENERAL ASSEMBLY OF THE STATE OF ARKANSAS:

SECTI ON 1.

Arkansas Code 25-19-105 is anmended by inserting an

addi tional subsection at the end thereof to read as follows:

"(f) Notwi thstanding any Arkansas law to the contrary, at the

concl usi on of any investigation conducted by a state agency in pursuit of

civil penalties against the subject of the investigation, any settlenent

agreenent entered into by a state agency shall be deenmed a public docunent for

the purposes of this chapter. However, the provisions of this subsection

shall not apply to any investigation or settlenment agreenent involving any

state tax covered by the Arkansas Tax Procedure Act (Ark. Code ©26-18-101, et

seq)."

SECTI ON 2.
"25-18-401.

Ar kansas Code 25-18-401 is anended to read as foll ows:

Di scl osure required.
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As Engrossed: H2/3/97 H2/10/97 S3/4/97 HB 1196

Ao No public official or enployee acting in behalf of a governmental agency or
anot her agency wholly or partially supported by or expendi ng public funds,
shal | :

(1) Agree or authorize another to agree that all or part of a
litigation settlenent agreement to which the agency is a party shall be kept
secret, sealed, or otherwi se withheld from public disclosure; or

(2) Seek a court order denying public access to any court record or
ot her docurment containing the terms of a settlenent agreenent resolving a

claimby or agai nst the agency."

SECTION 3. All provisions of this act of a general and pernmanent nature
are anendatory to the Arkansas Code of 1987 Annotated and the Arkansas Code

Revi si on Comni ssi on shall incorporate the sane in the Code.

SECTION 4. If any provision of this act or the application thereof to
any person or circunstance is held invalid, such invalidity shall not affect
ot her provisions or applications of the act which can be given effect w thout
the invalid provision or application, and to this end the provisions of this

act are declared to be severable.

SECTION 5. All laws and parts of laws in conflict with this act are

her eby repeal ed.

/ s/ Rep. Thomas
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