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Stricken language would be deleted from present law. Underlined language would be added to present law.

State of Arkansas As Engrossed: H1/24/97 H2/11/97 H2/14/97
81st General Assembly A Bl”
Regular Session, 1997 HOUSE BILL 1247

By: Representative Purdom, Laverty, Whorton, and Broadway

For An Act To Be Entitled
“AN ACT TO ESTABLI SH THE FI RST RESPONDER PROGRAM TO
AUTHORI ZE THE ARKANSAS DEPARTMENT OF HEALTH, DI VI SI ON OF
EMS & TRAUMA SYSTEMS, TO REGULATE FI RST RESPONDERS ; AND
FOR OTHER PURPOSES. "

Subtitle

"TO ESTABLI SH THE FI RST RESPONDER

PROGRAM'

BE | T ENACTED BY THE GENERAL ASSEMBLY OF THE STATE OF ARKANSAS

SECTI ON 1. Definitions. As used in this act:

(1) "Certification" neans official acknow edgnment by the Departnment of

Heal th that an individual has denonstrated conpetence to performthe enmergency

nmedi cal services required for certification, as provided in the rules,

regul ati ons, and standards adopted by the State Board of Health, upon

recommendati on by the council.

(2) "Council" neans the Emergency Medical Services Advisory Council as

est abl i shed by Arkansas Code Annotated & 20-13-205.

(3) "Energency Medical Services (EMS)" neans the nmedical care provided

the critically ill and injured prior to the arrival at a nedical facility by a

certified First Responder, EMI-Anbul ance, EMI-Internedi ate, or EMI-Paranedic.

(4) "First Responder" neans an individual certified by the Departnment

of Health pursuant to rules and regul ati ons pronul gated by the State Board of

Heal t h and who has conpl eted required training.

(5) "First Responder Course" means instruction in basic know edge and

skills necessary to provide enmergency nedical services to the sick and injured

before a |icensed anbul ance arrives.
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As Engrossed: H1/24/97 H2/11/97 H2/14/97 HB 1247

SECTION 2. This act establishes the First Responder Program and

desi gnates the Arkansas Departnent of Health, Division of Enmergency Medica

Services and Traunma Systens, as the regulating entity in the state of Arkansas

for First Responders.

SECTION 3. There is established on the books of the Treasurer of State,

Audi tor of State, and the Chief Fiscal Oficer of the State a special revenue

fund to be known as the Energency Medical Services First Responder Revol ving

Fund. The Enmergency Medical Services First Responder Revol ving Fund shal

consi st of those fees authorized by this act, to be used by the Departnent of

Heal th, Division of EMS and Trauma Systens, for the sole purpose of supporting

and operating the First Responder Program as set out in this act.

SECTI ON 4. Fees. The State Board of Health shall establish the

following fees to be charged by the Department of Health which are deened

necessary to defray the cost of administering and enforcing the provisions of

this act:

(1) The testing fee for first responders shall be ten dollars ($10.00)

for the First Responder Exam

(2) The certification fee for first responders shall be fifteen dollars

($15.00). The certification shall be valid for two (2) years.

(3) The biennial renewal of the first responder certification shall be

fifteen dollars ($15.00).

(4) Al noneys collected for the testing and certification of first

responders shall only be used by the Department of Health, Division of EM5 and

Trauma Systens for the sol e purpose of supporting and operating the First

Responder Program

(5) Al First Responder certification and testing fees shall be special

revenues and shall be deposited in the EMS First Responder Revol ving Fund.

Al'l unexpended bal ances of the EMS First Responder Revol ving Fund renmi ni ng at

the close of each fiscal year shall be carried forward and made available in

the next fiscal year for the sole purpose of supporting and operating the

First Responder Program as set out in this act.
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As Engrossed: H1/24/97 H2/11/97 H2/14/97 HB 1247

SECTION 5. The Division of Emergency Medical Services and Traunmm

Systens of the Departnment of Health is authorized to promulgate all rules and

regul ations related to the First Responder Program

SECTION 6. Al provisions of this act of a general and permanent nature
are anendatory to the Arkansas Code of 1987 Annotated and the Arkansas Code

Revi si on Comni ssi on shall incorporate the sane in the Code.

SECTION 7. If any provision of this act or the application thereof to
any person or circunstance is held invalid, such invalidity shall not affect
ot her provisions or applications of the act which can be given effect w thout
the invalid provision or application, and to this end the provisions of this

act are declared to be severable.

SECTI ON 8. Arkansas Code Annotated 8 20-13-203(b) is repeal ed.

SECTION 9. Al laws and parts of laws in conflict with this act are

her eby repeal ed.

SECTI ON 10. EMERGENCY. It is found and determ ned by the Genera

Assenbly of the State of Arkansas that a carry-forward provision should apply

to application fees in the first responder programfor the effective

adm ni stration of the program Therefore an energency is declared to exist

and this act being i nmediately necessary for the preservation of the public

peace, health and safety shall becone effective on the date of its approval by

the Governor. |f the bill is neither approved nor vetoed by the Governor, it

shall beconme effective on the expiration of the period of time during which

the Governor may veto the bill. |If the bill is vetoed by the Governor and the

veto is overridden, it shall becone effective on the date the | ast house

overrides the veto.

/ s/ Rep. Purdom et al
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