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Stricken language would be deleted from present law. Underlined language would be added to present law.
As Engrossed: H2/3/97
State of Arkansas

81st General Assembly A B I II

Regular Session, 1997 HOUSE BILL

By: Representative Young

For An Act To Be Entitled
“AN ACT TO AMEND ARKANSAS CODE 11-9-519(h), 11-9-521(h),
AND 11-9-522(g) TO ASSURE THAT THE | MPAI RVENT RATI NG GUI DE
ADOPTED BY THE COWMM SSI ON W LL REMAI N I N EFFECT UNTI L
OTHERW SE PROVI DED BY LAW AND FOR OTHER PURPOCSES. "

Subtitle
"RELATI NG TO THE | MPAI RVENT RATI NG GUI DE
ADOPTED BY THE ARKANSAS WORKERS
COVPENSATI ON COMM SSI ON. "

BE | T ENACTED BY THE GENERAL ASSEMBLY OF THE STATE OF ARKANSAS

SECTION 1. Arkansas Code 11-9-519(h) is amended to read as foll ows:
"(hy£DLA- On or before July 1, 1994, the conmission, after a
public hearing, shall adopt an inpairnment rating guide to be used in the

assessnment of anatomical inpairment. Said guide shall not include pain

as a basis for inpairment. The inpairnment rating guide adopted by the

Wor kers' Conpensati on Conmi ssion shall be subject to review by the

General Assenbly before April 1 of every odd-nunbered year begi nning

with the regul ar session of 1999.

SECTI ON 2. Arkansas Code 11-9-521(h) is amended to read as

foll ows:
"(hy£DA- On or before July 1, 1994, the conmission, after a
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As Engrossed: H2/3/97
public hearing, shall adopt an inpairnment rating guide to be used in the

assessnment of anatomical inpairment. Said guide shall not include pain

as a basis for inpairment. The inpairnment rating guide adopted by the

Wor kers' Conpensati on Conmi ssion shall be subject to review by the

General Assenbly before April 1 of every odd-nunbered year begi nning

with the regul ar session of 1999.

SECTI ON 3. Arkansas Code 11-9-522(g) is anmended to read as
fol | ows:

"(9) LA On or before July 1, 1994, the conmission, after a
public hearing, shall adopt an inpairnment rating guide to be used in the

assessnment of anatomical inpairment. Said guide shall not include pain

as a basis for inpairment. The inpairnment rating guide adopted by the

Wor kers' Conpensati on Conmi ssion shall be subject to review by the

General Assenbly before April 1 of every odd-nunbered year begi nning

with the regul ar session of 1999.

SECTION 4. Al provisions of this act of a general and permanent
nature are anendatory to the Arkansas Code of 1987 Annotated and the
Arkansas Code Revi sion Conm ssion shall incorporate the sanme in the
Code.

SECTION 5. If any provision of this act or the application
thereof to any person or circunstance is held invalid, such invalidity
shall not affect other provisions or applications of the act which can
be given effect without the invalid provision or application, and to

this end the provisions of this act are declared to be severable.
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As Engrossed: H2/3/97 HB 1298
SECTION 6. Al laws and parts of laws in conflict with this act

are hereby repeal ed.

SECTION 7. EMERGENCY. It is hereby found and determ ned by the

General Assenbly that unless the General Assenbly acts, the inpairnent

rati ng gui de adopted by the Workers Conpensati on Comm ssion will becone

null and void on March 1, 1997; that if the guide is permitted to

expire, there will be no inpairment guide in effect and injured workers

may be deprived of just benefits; that the purpose and intent of this

act is to approve the inpairnent guide adopted by the comission and the

act should be given effect inmediately to assure that there will be no

| apse in the application of the inpairnent rating guide. Therefore an

energency is declared to exist and this act being i nmedi ately necessary

for the preservation of the public peace, health and safety shall becone

effective on the date of its approval by the Governor. |If the bill is

nei t her approved nor vetoed by the Governor, it shall beconme effective

on the expiration of the period of tinme during which the Governor may

veto the bill. If the bill is vetoed by the Governor and the veto is

overridden, it shall becone effective on the date the | ast house

overrides the veto.

/ s/ Rep. Young
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