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Stricken language would be deleted from present law. Underlined language would be added to present law.

State of Arkansas As Engrossed: H2/27/97

81st General Assembly A B I II

Regular Session, 1997 HOUSE BILL 1355

By: Representatives Madison, Willems, and Wallis

For An Act To Be Entitled
“AN ACT TO PROVI DE THAT CHI LDREN OF DI VORCI NG PARENTS
SHALL HAVE THE BENEFI T OF THEI R DI VORCI NG PARENTS
ATTENDI NG A PARENTI NG CLASS; AND FOR OTHER PURPCSES. "

Subtitle
“TO PROVI DE THAT CHI LDREN OF DI VORCI NG
PARENTS SHALL HAVE THE BENEFI T OF THEIR
DI VORCI NG PARENTS ATTENDI NG A PARENTI NG
CLASS. "

BE | T ENACTED BY THE GENERAL ASSEMBLY OF THE STATE OF ARKANSAS

SECTION 1. \When the parties to a divorce action have mnor children

residing with one or both parents, the court, prior to entering a decree of

divorce, may require the parties to successfully conplete at |east two (2)

hours of classes concerning parenting by divorced parents or to subnit to

medi ation in regard to addressi ng parenting i ssues subsequent to the divorce.

Each party shall be responsible for his or her cost of attending classes or

medi ati on.

SECTION 2. When in the best interests of a child, custody shall be

awarded in such a way so as to assure the frequent and continuing contact of

the child with both parents. To this effect, in making an order for custody

to either parent, the court shall consider, anmong other facts, which parent

more likely to allow the child or children frequent and continui ng contact

with the noncustodi al parent.

SECTION 3. Al provisions of this act of a general and permanent nature
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As Engrossed: H2/27/97 HB 1355
are anendatory to the Arkansas Code of 1987 Annotated and the Arkansas Code

Revi si on Comni ssi on shall incorporate the sane in the Code.

SECTION 4. If any provision of this act or the application thereof to
any person or circunstance is held invalid, such invalidity shall not affect
ot her provisions or applications of the act which can be given effect w thout
the invalid provision or application, and to this end the provisions of this

act are declared to be severable.

SECTION 5. Al laws and parts of laws in conflict with this act are

her eby repeal ed.

/ s/ Rep. Madi son et al
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