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Stricken language would be deleted from present law. Underlined language would be added to present law.
As Engrossed: H2/5/97 S2/25/97 S2/27/97 S3/3/97
State of Arkansas

81st General Assembly A B I II

Regular Session, 1997 HOUSE BILL 1397

By: Representatives Fletcher and Choate

By: Senator Mahony

For An Act To Be Entitled
"AN ACT TO AMEND ARKANSAS CODE ANNOTATED & 6-18-507 TO
PROVI DE AN APPEAL PROCESS FOR STUDENTS WHO ARE SUSPENDED
OR EXPELLED FROM SCHOOL FOR VI OLATI ON OF A SCHOOL
DI STRICT' S WRI TTEN DI SCI PLI NE POLI Cl ES; TO DECLARE AN
EMERGENCY AND FOR OTHER PURPOSES. "

Subtitle
“TO PROVI DE AN APPEAL PROCESS FOR
STUDENTS WHO ARE SUSPENDED OR EXPELLED
FROM SCHOOL FOR VI OLATI ON OF A SCHOOL
DI STRICT' S WRI TTEN DI SCI PLI NE POLI Cl ES. "

BE I T ENACTED BY THE GENERAL ASSEMBLY OF THE STATE OF ARKANSAS:

SECTION 1. Arkansas Code Annotated 8 6-18-507 is anended to read as
fol | ows:
"6-18-507. Suspension - Expul sion.
(a) As used in this section:
(1) Suspension neans dism ssal fromschool for a period of tine
that does not exceed ten (10) days;

(2) Expul si on neans di smissal from school for a period of tine

that exceeds ten (10) days;

(3) "Nontraditional scheduling" means bl ock or other alternative

schedul i ng as defined by the Departnment of Educati on;

(4) "Course tine" neans the nunber of hours of instruction

devoted to a single subject during the school week.
—— (&) (b) The board of directors of amy a school district may suspend or

expel any person student from school for imorality—refractory conduct
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As Engrossed: H2/5/97 S2/25/97 S2/27/97 S3/3/97 HB 1397

of the school district's witten discipline policies.

—— b} (c) (1) The board of directors may authorize the a teacher or
adm ni strator to suspend any pupils—subject to appeal to the board student

for a maxi num of ten (10) school days for violation of the school district's

written discipline policies, subject to appeal to the superintendent or his

desi gnee; however, schools that utilize nontraditional scheduling nmay not

suspend students fromnore course tinme than would result froma ten-day

suspensi on under the last traditional schedule used by the school district.

(2) |If the superintendent initiates the suspension process, the

deci sion nay be appealed to the board.

(d)(1) A superintendent may recommend the expul sion of a student for

nmore than ten (10) days for violation of the school district's witten

di scipline policies, subject to appeal to the board of directors and to

requi renents of the federal Individuals with Disabilities Education Act.

{63(2) Al school district board neetings entertaining such
appeal s shall be conducted in executive session if requested by the parent or
guardi an of the student, provided that after hearing all testinmny and debate,
t he school board of directors shall conclude the executive session and
reconvene in public session to vote on such appeal

—— (&) (e) The superintendent of any school district shall suspend

recommend the expul sion of any student from school for a period of not |ess

than one (1) year for possession of any firearm or other weapon prohibited
upon the school campus by |aw, provided, however, that the superintendent
shall have discretion to nmodify such expul sion requirenment for a student on a

case- by-case basis."

SECTION 2. Al provisions of this act of a general and permanent nature
are anendatory to the Arkansas Code of 1987 Annotated and the Arkansas Code

Revi si on Comni ssi on shall incorporate the sane in the Code.

SECTION 3. If any provision of this act or the application thereof to
any person or circunstance is held invalid, such invalidity shall not affect

ot her provisions or applications of the act which can be given effect w thout
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As Engrossed: H2/5/97 S2/25/97 S2/27/97 S3/3/97 HB 1397
the invalid provision or application, and to this end the provisions of this

act are declared to be severable.

SECTION 4. Al laws and parts of laws in conflict with this act are

her eby repeal ed.

SECTION 5. EMERGENCY. It is found and determ ned by the Cenera

Assenbly that the recent decision by the Arkansas Suprene Court in Richie v.

Board of Education of Lead Hill School District has created sonme confusion in

| ocal school districts as to the validity of witten student discipline

policies in cases involving suspensions and expul sions and that it is

necessary that this act take i mediate effect to resolve this confusion

Therefore an energency is declared to exist and this act being inmediately

necessary for the preservation of the public peace, health and safety shal

beconme effective on the date of its approval by the Governor. |If the bill is

nei ther approved nor vetoed by the Governor, it shall becone effective on the

expiration of the period of tinme during which the Governor may veto the bill.

If the bill is vetoed by the Governor and the veto is overridden, it shal

become effective on the date the | ast house overrides the veto.

/ s/ Rep. Fletcher et al
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