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Stricken language would be deleted from present law. Underlined language would be added to present law.
As Engrossed: H2/5/97
State of Arkansas

81st General Assembly A B I II

Regular Session, 1997 HOUSE BILL 1405

By: Representative Judy Smith

For An Act To Be Entitled
“AN ACT TO AMEND ARKANSAS CODE ANNOTATED & 9-9-102 TO
REMOVE BARRI ERS TO | NTERETHNI C ADOPTI ON AND TO G VE
PREFERENCE TO RELATI VE CAREG VERS | N FOSTER CARE
PLACEMENTS TO COWMPLY W TH FEDERAL LAW AND FOR OTHER
PURPCSES. "

Subtitle
“TO REMOVE BARRI ERS TO | NTERETHNI C
ADOPTI ON AND Gl VE PREFERENCE TO RELATI VE
CAREG VERS | N FOSTER CARE PLACEMENTS TO
COVPLY W TH FEDERAL LAW

BE I T ENACTED BY THE GENERAL ASSEMBLY OF THE STATE OF ARKANSAS:

SECTION 1. Arkansas Code Annotated 8 9-9-102 is anmended to read as

foll ows:

"9.9-102. C . . f child . . hnic heri

Rel i gi ous preference - Renpval of Barriers to Interethnic Adoption -

Preference to Relative Caregivers for a Child in Foster Care.

(a) In all custodial placenments by the Departnment of Human Services in
foster care or investigations conducted by the Departnent of Human Services
pursuant to court order under 8 9-9-212, due consideration shall be givento
the child s mnority race or mnority ethnic —heritage preferential

consideration shall be given to an adult relative over a non-rel ated caregiver

provided that the relative caregiver neets all relevant child protection

standards and it is in the childs best interest to be placed with the

relative caregiver.

by E hoci orth | I . 4y of thi
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As Engrossed: H2/5/97 HB 1405

(b) The Departnent of Human Services and any other agency or entity

whi ch receives federal assistance and is involved in adoption or foster care

pl acenent shall not discrimnate on the basis of the race, color, or nationa

origin of the adoptive or foster parent or the child involved nor delay the

pl acenent of a child on the basis of race, color, or national origin of the

adoptive or foster parents.

(c)EH)- If the child' s genetic parent or parents express a preference
for placing the child in a foster home or an adoptive hone of the sane or a
simlar religious background to that of the genetic parent or parents, in
followingthe preferences in subdivision (b (1) or (2) of this section- the
court shall place the child with a famly that alse neets the genetic parent's

religious preference, or if a family is not available, to a famly of a

different religi ous background which is know edgeabl e and appreci ative of the

childs religious background.

provisionsof this section— The Court shall not deny a petition for adoption

on the basis of race, color, or national origin of the adoptive parent or the

child involved."

0109971542.jjd039



© 00 N O 0o b~ W N B

W W W W WWWNNDNDNNDNDNNNNDNR R R B B B B B R e
o OO M W N P O © ® N O 0 M W N P O © ® N O O M W N B O

As Engrossed: H2/5/97 HB 1405

SECTION 2. Al provisions of this act of a general and permanent nature
are anendatory to the Arkansas Code of 1987 Annotated and the Arkansas Code

Revi si on Comni ssi on shall incorporate the sane in the Code.

SECTION 3. If any provision of this act or the application thereof to
any person or circunstance is held invalid, such invalidity shall not affect
ot her provisions or applications of the act which can be given effect w thout
the invalid provision or application, and to this end the provisions of this

act are declared to be severable.

SECTION 4. Al laws and parts of laws in conflict with this act are

her eby repeal ed.

SECTION 5. EMERGENCY. It is found and determ ned by the Cenera

Assenbly of the State of Arkansas that the United States Congress has anended

the |l aws pertaining to adopti on and out-of-honme placenent of children; that

failure to anend State law to mirror those federal laws will jeopardize the

federal funding necessary for the State to acconplish adoptions and

out - of -honme placenent; that this act provides for the necessary anendnents to

State law. Therefore an energency is declared to exist and this act being

i medi ately necessary for the preservation of the public peace, health and

safety shall becone effective on the date of its approval by the Governor. |If

the bill is neither approved nor vetoed by the Governor, it shall becone

effective on the expiration of the period of tine during which the Governor

may veto the bill. |If the bill is vetoed by the Governor and the veto is

overridden, it shall becone effective on the date the | ast house overrides the

vet o.

/ s/ Rep. Judy Smith
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