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Stricken language would be deleted from present law. Underlined language would be added to present law.

State of Arkansas As Engrossed: H2/21/97 S3/4/97 S3/7/97
81st General Assembly A Bl”
Regular Session, 1997 HOUSE BILL 1415

By: Representatives Molinaro, Wren, Judy Smith, Roberts, Horn, Wallis, Willems, Bryant, Stalnaker, Bennett, Dietz, Curran, Hendren,

Kidd, Johnson, Fletcher, and Booker

For An Act To Be Entitled
“AN ACT TO REDEFI NE THE TERMS PHYSI CAL THERAPI ST, PHYSI CAL
THERAPY PRACTI CE, AND PHYSI CAL THERAPY Al DE; AND FOR OTHER
PURPCSES. "

Subtitle
"TO REDEFI NE THE TERMS PHYSI CAL
THERAPI ST, PHYSI CAL THERAPY PRACTI CE,
AND PHYSI CAL THERAPY Al DE. "

BE | T ENACTED BY THE GENERAL ASSEMBLY OF THE STATE OF ARKANSAS:

SECTION 1. Arkansas Code 17-93-102 is amended to read as foll ows:
"17-93-102. Definitions.
As used in this chapter, unless the context otherw se requires:

(D Practice of Physiecal physical therapy neans: thetreatrentof a

(A Exam ni ng and eval uating patients with nmechani cal

physi ol ogi cal and devel opnental inpairnents, functional limtations, and

disability or other health-related conditions in order to determ ne a physica

t herapy di agnosis, prognosis, and planned therapeutic intervention

(B) Alleviating inmpairnments and functional linitations by

desi gning, inplenenting, and nodifying therapeutic interventions that include:
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As Engrossed: H2/21/97 S3/4/97 S3/7/97 HB 1415

t herapeutic exercise, functional training in self care as it relates to

patient nobility and community access, manual therapy techniques, including

soft tissue massage, manual traction, connective tissue massage, therapeutic

massage, and nobilization (passive noverment acconplished within normal range

of notion of the joint, but excluding spinal manipul ation and adj ustnent),

assi stive and adaptive devices and equipnent as it relates to patient nobility

and comunity access, physical agents, nmechanical and el ectrotherapeutic

nodal ities, and patient-related instruction. The therapeutic intervention of

bronchopul nonary hygi ene, and debri dement and wound care requires a physician

referral prior to initiation of treatnment. Physical therapy shall not include

radi ol ogy or el ectrosurgery.

(O Preventing injury, inmpairnments, functional limtations, and
disability, including the promotion and mai ntenance of fitness, health, and
quality of life in all age popul ations.

(D) Engaging in consultation, testing, education and research

(2) Physi cal therapist nmeans a person who practices physical therapy

as defined in this chapter—under the referral of alicensed practitioner

havi ng successfully conpleted a curriculum of physical therapy as accredited

by the Conmi ssion of Accreditation for Physical Therapy Educati on and havi ng

passed a nationally recogni zed |icensi ng exani nati on

(3) Board means the Arkansas State Board of Physical Therapy;
(4) Physi cal therapist assistant means a person who assists in the

practice of physical therapy under the fregquent supervision of a physica

t her api st and whoseactivitie eguire an uhde andi-ng—of—physica he

therapy— who has graduated from an accredited physical therapi st assistant

program and who has passed a nationally recognized |icensing exam nation

T finitd w . | shed he S
Evanini oo tor Phvsical Tl Lste.

{(BY(A) The physical therapist assistant's function is:

(i) To assist the physical therapist in the patient-related
activities;

(ii) To perform procedures delegated to himby the |licensed
physi cal therapists that are commensurate with his education and training;

(iii) To function as a participating team menber who
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As Engrossed: H2/21/97 S3/4/97 S3/7/97 HB 1415

contributes to total patient care and assists the physical therapist in

carrying out conplete procedures and prograns; and

()-(iv) To observe and report to his supervisor conditions,

reactions, and responses related to his assigned duties.

—— (G} (B) The physical therapist assistant shall not interpret the
physician-s referral or orders, performevaluation procedures, or assume
responsi bility for planning patient care; and

(5) Physi cal therapy aide neans an unlicensed nmenber of the physica

t herapy team who—me

treatments reviewed and supervi sed weekly by an on-site physical therapist or

physi cal therapist assistant."

SECTI ON 2. Subchapter 3 of Chapter 93 of Title 17 is amended by addi ng
the foll owi ng new sections:

17-93-312. Continui ng education requirenents.

(a)(1) A licensed physical therapist shall conplete two (2) continuing

education units (CEUs), equivalent to twenty (20) contact hours, in each

bi enni um

(2) A licensed physical therapist assistant shall conpl ete one

(1) continuing education unit (CEU), equivalent to ten (10) contact hours, in

each bi enni um

(b) The board shall approve continuing education units (CEUs) and their

program cont ent .

17-93-313. Notice of mal practice.
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As Engrossed: H2/21/97 S3/4/97 S3/7/97 HB 1415

(a) Every physical therapi st and physical therapist assistant, within

ten (10) days after receipt of notification of a claimor a filing of a

| awsuit against himfor malpractice, shall notify the board of the claimor

| awsui t .

(b) The board shall prepare and adopt regul ati ons as are necessary and

proper to assure conpliance with this section

SECTION 3. All provisions of this act of a general and pernmanent nature
are anendatory to the Arkansas Code of 1987 Annotated and the Arkansas Code

Revi si on Comni ssi on shall incorporate the sane in the Code.

SECTION 4. If any provision of this act or the application thereof to
any person or circunstance is held invalid, such invalidity shall not affect
ot her provisions or applications of the act which can be given effect w thout
the invalid provision or application, and to this end the provisions of this

act are declared to be severable.
SECTION 5. All laws and parts of laws in conflict with this act are

her eby repeal ed

/ s/ Rep. Molinaro et al

0128971610.mhf573



