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Stricken language would be deleted from present law. Underlined language would be added to present law.

State of Arkansas As Engrossed: S3/11/97
81st General Assembly A BIII
Regular Session, 1997 HOUSE BILL 1476

By: Representatives Northcutt, Fletcher, Mullenix, McGinnis, Simmons, and Milum

By: Senator Edwards

For An Act To Be Entitled
"AN ACT TO AMEND VARI OUS SECTI ONS OF THE REG ONAL WATER
DI STRI BUTI ON DI STRI CT ACT; AND FOR OTHER PURPOSES. "

Subtitle
“AN ACT TO AMEND VARI OUS SECTI ONS OF THE
REG ONAL WATER DI STRI BUTI ON DI STRI CT
ACT. "

BE | T ENACTED BY THE GENERAL ASSEMBLY OF THE STATE OF ARKANSAS

SECTION 1. Arkansas Code 14-116-207 is anmended to read as foll ows:

"8 14-116-207. Exclusion of land for irrigation purposes.

(a) Any owner of real property within the territory of the proposed
water district may, at any tine before the entry of the order establishing the
district anrd or before the entry of the order establishing an inprovenent
project area including such real property, petition the court to exclude his
property for agricultural irrigation water uses.

(b) To exclude the property fromthe district, the court nust nake the
foll owi ng determ nation:

(1) The property is supplied by adequate agricultural irrigation
wat er from surface sources or other sources; and

(2) The property is not and will not in the future be benefited

by the inprovenents of the proposed water district.

SECTI ON 2. Arkansas Code 14-116-402(10), which is one of the statutory
powers of water districts, is amended to read as foll ows:

"(10) Have and exercise the right of em nent domain for the purpose of
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As Engrossed: S3/11/97 HB 1476
acquiring rights-of-way and other properties necessary in the construction or
operation of its property and business in the manner now provi ded by the
condemmation |laws of this state for acquiring private property for public use;
however, this power shall not be used by an irrigation water district for the

acquisition or construction of farmprivate on-farmirrigation reservoirs or

natural water courses, and any surplus property obtained by an irrigation
wat er district under this power shall be first offered to the person or
persons owni ng the remai ning property fromwhich it was taken at the price

pai d as em nent domai n damages before it may be sold to others;"

SECTI ON 3. Arkansas Code 14-116-501(a)(1l) is anended to read as
fol | ows:

"(a)(1l) Upon the securing of a petition described in subsection (b) of
this section, a water district my—fthe order establishing the district

expressly so permits— devel op an i nprovenent project plan for any purpose
contained in 6 14-116-102 that would benefit the lands within the district."

SECTION 4. Al provisions of this act of a general and permanent nature
are anendatory to the Arkansas Code of 1987 Annotated and the Arkansas Code

Revi si on Comni ssi on shall incorporate the sane in the Code.

SECTION 5. If any provision of this act or the application thereof to
any person or circunstance is held invalid, such invalidity shall not affect
ot her provisions or applications of the act which can be given effect w thout
the invalid provision or application, and to this end the provisions of this

act are declared to be severable.

SECTION 6. Al laws and parts of laws in conflict with this act are

her eby repeal ed.

/s/ Northcutt et al
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