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Stricken language would be deleted from present law. Underlined language would be added to present law.

State of Arkansas As Engrossed: H2/12/97 H2/18/97
81st General Assembly A Bl”
Regular Session, 1997 HOUSE BILL 1540

By: Representatives Schexnayder, Goodwin, Kidd, Bond, and D. Hudson

By: Senator Argue

For An Act To Be Entitled
“AN ACT TO AMEND VARI OUS SECTI ONS OF SUBCHAPTERS 4 AND 5
OF TITLE 13, CHAPTER 2, CONCERNI NG THE COUNTY PUBLI C
LI BRARI ES AND LI BRARY SYSTEMS AND CI TY LI BRARI ES AND
LI BRARY SERVI CES; TO AMEND CHAPTER 2 OF TITLE 13 TO ADD A
NEW SUBCHAPTER 9 ON THE CREATI ON OF REG ONAL LI BRARY
SYSTEMS AND BOARDS OF TRUSTEES; TO REQUI RE ALL MULTI PLE
JURI SDI CTI ON LI BRARY AGREEMENTS TO BE FORMALI ZED | N
WRI TING W THI N ONE (1) YEAR, AND FOR OTHER PURPCSES. "

Subtitle
“TO AMEND THE LAWS CONCERNI NG THE COUNTY
PUBLI C LI BRARI ES AND CI TY LI BRARI ES AND
TO PROVI DE FOR CREATI NG REG ONAL LI BRARY
SYSTEMS. "

BE | T ENACTED BY THE GENERAL ASSEMBLY OF THE STATE OF ARKANSAS

SECTI ON 1. Arkansas Code &8 13-2-401 is anended to read as foll ows:

"13-2-401. Establishment.

(a) The county quorum courts of the several counties shall have the
power and authority to establish, maintain, and operate county f+ee public

libraries or public library services or systens in the nanner and with the

functions prescribed in this subchapter, and counties nay appropriate noney
for these purposes.

(b) The county quorum court shall also have the power to establish in
cooperation with another county or other counties, a joint free public library

or ajoint library service or systemfor the benefit of the cooperating

counti es.
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(c) Establishment of county libraries or library systens shall be

evi denced by—aregular order of the county court by ordi nance of the county

quorum court, or by agreenment between the governing bodi es of the severa

counties participating in a regional library systemor coordinating |library

services under an interlocal agreenent to-be duly recorded. Appropriations

for the establishment and mai ntenance thereof shall be in the manner

prescri bed by |law for expenditures by counties.

(d) In addition to county library boards created under Act 244 of 1929,

Arkansas Code 66 13-2-401, et seq., and subsequent |aws, a county quorum court

may, by ordinance, establish a county library board to conduct the affairs of

the county public library or its library services or systemin accordance with

the |l aw for establishing other county advisory or adm nistrative boards found

at Arkansas Code 8 14-14-705. Beginning January 1, 1998, regardl ess of the

termlength, no person, whether a current trustee or being considered for

appoi ntnent as a trustee, who has served two (2) or nore consecutive terns

shall be eligible for appointment or reappointnment to serve until at |east one

(1) year shall have passed since they | ast served on the board."

SECTION 2. Arkansas Code 8 13-2-402 is anmended to read as foll ows:
"13-2-402. Librarian.
(a) No person shall be appointed to the office of county librarian
unl ess prior to appoi ntment he-shall have received fromthe State Library
Board a certificate of qualification for the office the person is recomended

for appointnment by the county library board, if the board has been created.

(b) The county librarian shall conduct the library according to the
nost approved county acceptable |ibrary nethods and—shall attend all State

, o | nas. "

SECTION 3. Arkansas Code 8 13-2-404 is anended to read as foll ows:
"13-2-404. County free public library fund - C ains.
(a) Al tax and other county appropriated funds of the county f+ee

public library shall be in the custody of the county treasurer and shal
constitute a separate fund to be known as the county free public library fund.

(1) A county which supports a county public library or library
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systemwith a library tax under Amendnent 38, as anmended, shall, by ordi nance

of the quorum court of the county, levy a tax at a nillage rate approved hy

the voters on all taxable property within the county to be used for the

support, operation, and nmintenance of the public library or public library

system |l ocated in the county.

(2) In addition to the |levy herein authorized, the quorum court

in a county nmay appropriate fromany avail able funds for the support,

operation, and mai ntenance of a public library or public library system

|l ocated in the county.

(3) Further, the quorumcourt in a county may appropriate from

the county funds and any other available funds for the support, operation, and

mai nt enance of a regional public library systemin which the county has agreed

to participate in coordination with the libraries of other counties and other

cities.
(b)(1) Funds received by the county free public library by gift,

bequest, devise, or donation or fromfees or fines may renmain in the custody

of the county library board, if a board has been created, or deposited with
the county treasurer for the county free public library fund if the county

library board so chooses or if a board has not been created.

(2) Funds retained by the board shall be used by it for the

establishment, expansion, construction, maintenance, and operation of the

county library.

(c)(1) No clainms against the county f+ee public library fund shall be
approved by the county court until acted upon by the county library board, if
the board has been created, and paynent authorized by the board.

(2) The clains, when certified as valid claims by the board,

shall be acted upon as all other clainms against the county."

SECTI ON 4. Subchapter 4 of Title 13, Chapter 2, of the Arkansas Code of
1987, Annotated, is anmended to add a new Section 13-2-406 to read as foll ows:

"13-2-406. Library services for outside the county and fees for county

public libraries.

(a) Any county public library may extend the privil ege and use of the

library and library services to persons residing outside the county upon the

ternms and conditions as the library boards nmay prescribe by regulation or

policy.
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(b) I'n addition, reasonabl e rei mbursenents may be coll ected by the

county public library for providing any special library services beyond the

customary library services, provided they are deternined in advance and in

writing by the library board, if a board has been created."

SECTION 5. Subchapter 4 of Title 13, Chapter 2, of the Arkansas Code of
1987, Annotated, is anmended to add a new Section 13-2-407 to read as foll ows:

"13-2-407. Joint city-county and regional public library systens.

(a) Any county library board, if it has been created, with the consent

of its county quorum court, the board of trustees of any nunicipal public

library, or any group of municipal public libraries, and any conbi nati on of

counties and cities, may contract with each other or anmpng thenselves, to

create, maintain and support a joint city-county public library system or

regional public library systemor nay enter into an interlocal cooperation

agreenent anong thensel ves to coordinate public library services anong the

different jurisdictions. Such a contract, interlocal agreement, or other

arrangenent shall contain terms, agreenments and conditions as may be agreed

upon by the county library board, the county quorum court, and the board of

trustees of the several municipalities, with the final approval of the

governi ng body of the cities. The expenses of the regional public library

system or the cooperating libraries shall be apporti oned between or anong the

entities concerned on such basis as shall be agreed upon in the ordi nance,

contract, arrangenent or the interlocal agreenent. The library system

headquarters building shall be located at a place in one of the counties to be

agreed upon by the quorum courts of the various counties in the regi ona

public library or with a cooperating library system

(b) Any county library board, if it has been created, nay contract with

an entity to provide library services at any |ocation.

(c) Any joint city-county public library system or regional public

library system nay extend the privilege and use of the library and library

services to persons residing outside the several jurisdictions of the |library

system upon the ternms and conditions as the several library boards may

prescri be by regul ations or policy.

(d) If not provided for by library systemor by one of the

participating jurisdictions of the library system all eligible enployees of a

joint city-county library or a regional public library systemshall be
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entitled to the conparable retirement and fringe benefit coverage as ot her

county enpl oyees in the headquarters county. Costs for these benefits shall be

apportioned anong the participating jurisdictions of the joint city-county

library or a regional public library system™

SECTION 6. Subchapter 4 of Title 13, Chapter 2, of the Arkansas Code of
1987, Annotated, is anmended to add a new Section 13-2-408 to read as foll ows:

"13-2-408. Injuries to county public library property - Penalty.

In addition to any penalties prescribed or any provisions to the

contrary in the Arkansas Library Materials Security Law, Arkansas Code

66 13-2-801 et seq., the county quorum court shall have power to pass

ordi nances i nposing suitable penalties for the puni shnent of persons

committing injury upon library grounds or property, or for injury of or

failure to return any book, periodical, or property belonging to the library.

The county library board, if a board has been created, or the county librarian

may refuse the use of the library to such offenders."

SECTION 7. Arkansas Code ¢ 13-2-501 is anended to read as foll ows:
"13-2-501. Establishnent - Appropriations.

(a) The city council e+—properlyconstitutedrunicipal—authorities or

governi ng body of any city of the first class may by ordi nance establish and

mai ntain a public library orreading+roomfor the use and benefit of the
i nhabitants of the city. The governing body of any city which levies a city

library tax in accordance with Anendnent 30 of the Arkansas Constitution shal

establish, operate, and naintain a city public library or library services for

the citizens of the city.

(b) In cities of the first class, on petition of five percent (5% of

the voters praying for the establishment of a public library, the city counci

or properly constituted municipalauthorities governing body of the
muni ci pality within thirty (30) days after the filing of the petition, shal

call an election to be held within sixty (60) days thereafter. The el ection
shall be advertised and conducted as special elections are required by law to
be. The ballots shall be marked "FOR Public Library," "AGAINST Public
Library." If a majority of the electors voting at the election vote in favor

of the establishnment of a library, it shall be the duty of the city council or

properly constituted municipalauthorities the governi ng body of the
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muni ci pality imediately to establish a public library and continue to
mai ntain it, in accordance with the provisions of this section.

(c) Wien a library orreadingroom has been established, the city
council or properly constituted municipalauthorities the governing body of
the municipality may allot, for library purposes, a—aximum-appropriationof

property within the city limts a prescribed proportion of its nunicipa
revenues to be used exclusively for the nmintenance of the |ibrary or—+reading

oo

(d)(1) A city which supports a city public library or library system

with a city library tax under Amendnment 30, as anended, shall, by ordinance of

t he governing body of the municipality, appropriate all tax revenues raised by

the m |l age approved by the voters on all taxable property within the city to

be used for the support, operation, and nmintenance of the public library or

public library systemlocated in the city or for library services fromwthin

a library systemin which the city participates.

(2) In addition to the |levy therein authorized, the governing

body of the nmunicipality may, at its discretion, make contributions from any

avail abl e funds for the support, operation, and mai ntenance of a city public

library or public library systemlocated in the city or for library services

fromwithin a library systemin which the city partici pates.

(3) Further, the governing body of a nunicipality my, at its

di scretion, make contributions fromthe city funds and any other avail abl e

funds for the support, operation, and mai ntenance of a joint city-county or

regional public library systemin which the city has agreed to participate in

coordination with the libraries of other cities and other counties."

SECTI ON 8. Arkansas Code ¢ 13-2-502 is anended to read as foll ows:
"13-2-502. Board of trustees.

(a) When any city council or governing body of a city of the first

cl ass has decided to establish and maintain a public library or has decided to

provide library services to its citizens through participation in a library

system under this subchapter, the mayor of the city with the approval of the
city council shall appoint a board of not less than five (5) trustees nor nore
than seven (7) trustees for the library. The trustees shall be chosen fromthe

citizens at large with reference to their fitness for the office.
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(b) The trustees shall receive no conpensation for their services.
Before entering upon the duties of their office, they shall nake oath or
affirmati on before some judicial officer that they will discharge the duties
enj oi ned upon them
(c)(1) Two (2) trustees shall hold office for two (2) years, two (2)
for four (4) years, and one (1) or nore nmenbers for six{6) five (5) years

fromthe January 1 following their appointment in each case. At the first
meeting they shall cast lots for their respective ternms, reporting the result

to the council or governing body. All subsequent terms shall be for six{6)

five (5) years. Provided, however, all trustees appointed after January 1

1998 shall serve terms of five (5) years and until their successors are

appoi nted and qualifi ed.

(2) Begi nning January 1, 1998, regardless of the termlength, no

person, whether a current trustee or being considered for appointnent as a

trustee, who has served two (2) or nobre consecutive terns shall be eligible

for appoi ntnment or reappointnment to serve until at |east one (1) year shal

have passed since they |last served on the board.

(d) The renoval of any trustee permanently fromthe city or his absence
fromfour (4) consecutive neetings of the board, w thout due expl anation of
absence, shall render his office as trustee vacant.

(e) Vacancies on the board shall be filled by the mayor with the

approval of the city council or governi ng body.

(f) Imediately after their appointnent, the trustees shall neet and
organi ze by the election of one of their nunber as president and by the
el ection of such other officers as they nmay deem necessary.

(g) They shall make and adopt such bylaws, rules, and regulations for
their own guidance as they see fit.

(h) They shall neet once a month cal endar quarter, or nore often if

necessary, for the transaction of business.

(i) They, with the final approval of the city council or governing body

of the nunicipality, shall have the authority to negotiate and carry out al

agreenents between the city public library and the governi ng boards of the

several city libraries and any counties participating in a joint city-county

library or a regional library systemor for coordinating any and all library

services for their city under an interl ocal cooperation agreenent."”
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SECTION 9. Arkansas Code 8 13-2-506 is anmended to read as foll ows:
"13-2-506. Injuries to library property - Penalty.

———The In addition to any penalties prescribed or any provisions to the

contrary in the Arkansas Library Materials Security Law, Arkansas Code

66 13-2-801 et seq., the city council or governing body of a city shall have

power to pass ordi nances inposing suitable penalties for the punishment of
persons comitting injury upon library grounds or property, or for injury of
or failure to return any book, periodical, or property belonging to the
library. The board of trustees may refuse the use of the library of such

of fenders."

SECTI ON 10. Arkansas Code & 13-2-507 is anended to read as follows:
"13-2-507. Contracts for library services outside the city and fees for

special library services.

(a) The board nay extend the privilege and use of the library and
readingrooms to persons residing outside the city upon such ternms and

conditions as the board nay prescribe by its regulations or its policies.

(b) The board nay also contract for library service or for the

privilege and use of the library with the county quorum court or with the

muni ci pal authorities of a neighboring city, town, or village, or with schoo
aut horities.

(c) In addition, reasonabl e rei nbursenments may be collected by the city

public library for providing any special library services beyond the customary

library services, provided they are determned in advance and in writing by

t he board."

SECTI ON 11. Arkansas Code 8 13-2-508 is anended to read as foll ows:

"13-2-508. Joint municipal libraries and joint city-county libraries.

(a) Wien any city council or governing body of a city of the first

class shall have decided to establish and maintain a public library under the
terms of this subchapter, the board of trustees for the |ibrary appointed
pursuant to this subchapter in fulfilling the purposes of this subchapter nay
contract with the nunicipal authorities of a neighboring city within this
state or without this state if the city limts of the neighboring city so
without this state extend to the state line of this state and are contiguous

to the city limts of the city of the first class within this state, whereby a
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comon library for the residents of both may be established and maintai ned by
both cities.

(b) The contract shall provide for the division of the total cost of
establishing, maintaining, and operating the |ibrary between the cities, even
though the library is | ocated without this state.

(c) However, the contract shall beconme effective only fromand after
its ratification by a mpjority of the elected menbers of the city council or

the governing body of a city of the first class.

(d) The city board of trustees, with the consent of its governing body

of the city, and the county library board, if it has been created, with the

consent of the county quorum court, or any group of nmunicipal public

libraries, and any conbi nation of them nmay contract with each other or anong

thensel ves, to create, maintain and support a joint city-county public library

systemor regional public library systemor nmay enter into an interloca

cooperati on agreenent anong themsel ves to coordinate public library services

anong the different jurisdictions. Such a contract or interlocal agreenent

shall contain terns, agreenents and conditions as may be agreed upon by city

board of trustees, county library board of trustees, the county quorum court,

and the board of trustees of the several nunicipalities.

— () (e) Any library or joint city-county library or other library system

created under this section for coordination of library services when so

established and operated shall be a public city library for all the intents
and purposes of this subchapter and of Arkansas Constitution, Amendrment 30.
——{e)(f) This section does not repeal any existing |aw and shall be
cunul ative to the provisions of 8 13-2-501 - 13-2-503, 13-2-505 - 13-2-507
and 13-2-509."

SECTI ON 12. Subchapter 5 of Title 13, Chapter 2, of the Arkansas Code
of 1987, Annotated, is anended to add a new Section 13-2-510 to read as
foll ows:

"13-2-510. City and town library services.

(a) Any city of the first or second class or any incorporated town in

Arkansas may provide for library services for, or enter into agreenents or

contracts for library services with other political subdivisions, or join with

ot her political subdivisions to formregional library systens to provide

library services for its citizens. The governing body of the city of the
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first or second class or an incorporated town may, at its discretion, expend

avail abl e muni ci pal funds for the support, operation, and mai ntenance of any

service, contract, agreenent, or library systemin which the nmunicipality

participates for library services for its citizens.

(b) The provisions of this subchapter shall not be construed to

restrict or prohibit any cities of the first class or second class or

i ncorporated towns fromentering into interlocal cooperation agreements with

other cities, counties, or regional library systens to better coordinate the

provi sion of services to its inhabitants."

SECTION 13. Title 13, Chapter 2, of the Arkansas Code of 1987,
Annot ated, is amended to add a new Subchapter 9 to read as foll ows:
"Subchapter 9 - Regional Library System
13-2-901. Title.

Thi s subchapter nmay be referred to and cited as the Regional Library

System Law.

13-2-902. Purpose.

(a) In order to better coordinate the services of libraries and library

systens in different counties, as is permtted under both Amendnents 30 and 38

of the Arkansas Constitution, when city and county public libraries are fornmed

in the various counties of the State of Arkansas and taxes are |levied in those

cities and counties for the purpose of maintaining and operating a public

library or library system or when counties, cities, or towns formpublic

libraries or provide library services for their citizens w thout |evying

specific taxes, they nmay organi ze thenselves into regional library systens in

accordance with this subchapter.

(b) The provisions of this subchapter for creating a regional library

systemin Arkansas shall be supplenental to and in addition to the present

laws relating to the powers of counties and nunicipalities to contract for

services and to enter into interlocal cooperation agreenents under Arkansas

Code 88 25-20-101, et seq. It shall not be construed to prohibit a county or

muni ci pality fromjoining with other counties or cities to create other

regional or multijurisdictional arrangenents to provide library services for

their citizens.

13-2-903. Creation of a regional library system

(a) Any two (2) or nmore nmunicipalities, any two (2) or nore counties,
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or any one (1) or nore nunicipalities together with any one (1) or nore

counties are authorized to create and becone nenbers of a regional library

system as prescribed in this subchapter

(b) Upon the recomendation by the city library board of trustees or

the county library board, the governing body of each nunicipality and county

desiring to create and becone a nenber of a regional library system nmay, by

ordi nance, determine that it is in the best interest of the nunicipality or

county in acconplishing the purposes of this subchapter to create and becone a

menber of a regional library systemto better coordinate the services of

libraries of different cities and counties as is pernmitted under Sections 4 of

Amendnents 30 and 38 of the Arkansas Constitution, as anended or as is

otherwi se pernitted under interlocal cooperation agreements.

(c) The ordinance shall:

(1) Set forth the nanmes of the nunicipalities, counties, or both

whi ch are proposed to be initial nmenbers of the regional library system

(2) Specify the powers to be granted to the systemand its board

of trustees and any linitations on the exercise of the powers granted

including limtations on the systenls area of operations and the use of

library system funds and facilities;

(3) Specify the nunber of trustees on the board, the | ength of

terms, and the voting rights of each trustee;

(4) Specify the desire that a regional library system be created

as a public body and a body corporate and politic under this subchapter

(5) Set forth the nane which is proposed for the regional |ibrary
system

(6) Set forth the terms and conditions for the withdrawal from
the regional library systemand the division of any regional library system
funds or property; and

(7) Establish the proportion of financial assistance and support

to be apportioned ampbng the participating jurisdiction in the regional |ibrary

system

(d) The ordinances shall be signed by the mayor of each nunicipality

and county judge of each county, and attested by the respective clerks, and

sent to the Secretary of State and to the State Library. He shall receive and

file it and shall record it in an appropriate book of record in his office.

When the ordi nance has been nmade, filed, and recorded as provided in this
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subchapter, the systemshall constitute a public body and a body corporate and

politic under the name proposed in the ordinance.

(e) Any ordinance filed with the Secretary of State pursuant to the

provi sions of this section may be anmended fromtine to tine and any ot her

muni ci pality or county nmay beconme a new nenber in the systemw th the consent

of the nenbers of the regional library system evi denced by ordi nances of their

governi ng bodi es. The anendnent shall be signed and filed with the Secretary

of State and the State Library in the manner provided in this section.

13-2-904. Board of trustees.

(a) The nmanagenent and control of a regional library system shall be

vested in a board of trustees, who shall be appointed by the county or

muni ci pal library boards from anong the nenbership of the county or municipa

library boards, if one is created. In the absence of the county or nunicipa

library board, the governing body of the county or municipality shall appoint

the trustees to the regional library board. The nunber of trustees shall be

agreed upon by the governing bodies of the nunicipality, or nunicipalities,

and with the county quorum courts which have agreed with each other or anopng

thensel ves, to create, maintain and support the regional library system

(b) Each trustee shall be a resident and qualified el ector of the

muni ci pality or county represented on the board. Vacancies on the board of

trustees of a regional library systemshall be filled in the same manner in

whi ch nenbers of the board were first appointed.

(c) Any trustee who shall not attend three (3) consecutive neetings of

the board without reasonabl e explanation shall be subject to removal by the

muni ci pal or county body which is the appointing authority. A trustee shal

not receive salary or other conpensation for his service; however, a trustee

may be rei mbursed for necessary travel and m | eage expenses if reinmbursenents

are adopted as a policy by the board of trustees.

13-2-905. Powers and duti es.

(a) The board of trustees of the regional library system immediately

after their initial appointment, shall neet and el ect the officers as they

deem necessary. A quorum of this board shall be a najority of the total

nunber of menbers. The board shall

(1) adopt such bylaws, rules and regul ati ons and policies for

their own guidance, including personnel policies, and for the governnment of

the library system as they deem reasonabl e and necessary;
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(2) nmeet at least once in each cal endar quarter

(3) have the custody and supervision of all property of the

regional library system including the roonms or buil dings constructed, |eased

or set apart for the regional system

(4) enploy a library systemdirector who shall serve at the wl

of the board, which shall prescribe his or her duties, and fix his or her

conpensati on;

(5) have exclusive control of the finances of the regional |ibrary

system

(6) cause an annual audit to be perforned in accordance with the

Arkansas |law for audits of |ocal governnent entities;

(7) be responsible for any fine or fee noney for special library

services and shall accept any grants, gifts of nobney or property for use of

the regional library systemand use it for purposes as they deem reasonabl e

and necessary;

(8) may purchase and di spose of equi pment as provided in Arkansas

law for county governnent purchasi ng and di sposing of county gover nnent

property;

(9) devel op and enforce policies and penalties for persons

injuring library property and materials or failing to return any book

periodical, or property belonging to the regional library system and they nay

refuse the use of the library to those offenders; and

(10) do all other acts necessary for the orderly and efficient

managenent and control of the regional library system

(b) No expenditure nmade or contracted by the board of trustees shall be

bi ndi ng on any participating nmunicipalities or counties so as to require any

paynment in excess of funds made available for library purposes under this

subchapt er.

(c) There shall be one (1) regional library director for each regi ona

library system The director shall have a Masters degree from an accredited

Anerican Library Association program The library systemdirector shal

adm ni ster and establish procedures in accordance to policies established by

the board of trustees. The director's duties shall include:

(1) enploynment and supervision of library systemstaff;

(2) financial and statistical managenent for the library system

including initial preparation of the annual budget;
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(3) reporting to board of trustees on library system operations

and services; and

(4) other acts necessary for the orderly and efficient

adm nistration of the library system

(d) If not provided for by the regional library systemor by one of the

participating jurisdictions of the library system all eligible enployees of a

regional public library systemshall be entitled to conparable fringe benefit

and retirement benefit coverage as other county enpl oyees in the headquarters

county. Costs for these benefits shall be apportioned anong the participating

muni ci palities and counties of the regional public |ibrary system

(e) On a nonthly basis each county and nunicipality supporting a

regional library systemshall transmit appropriated anpunts of tax revenues
and ot her appropriated funds to the regional |ibrary system pursuant to the
interlocal agreenment, the regional library ordi nance, or the contract. Al

regi onal funds shall be deposited in one or nore public depositories

previ ously selected by the board of trustees of the library system The board

of trustees shall, by appropriate order recorded in its mnutes, authorize the

library director to expend system funds for | awful purposes only and in

accordance with its budget. Al funds shall be placed in the depository or

depositories selected by the board of trustees in the same manner as provi ded

by law for the selection of county depositories. Such depository shall place

on deposit with the library director the sane securities as required by | aw

for county deposits.

(f) The board shall have the power to purchase or |ease ground, or to

purchase, |ease, erect, and occupy appropriate buildings for the use of al

public libraries in the system \When a building erected or purchased by the

board is not adapted to its purpose or needs, the board may renodel or

reconstruct the building. The board may al so sell or otherw se di spose of any

real or personal property that it deems no | onger necessary or useful for

i brary purposes.

13-2-906. Annual reports.

At the end of each cal endar year, the board of trustees of every

regional library systemshall nmake a report to the governing body in the

county or counties or nunicipality or municipalities wherein the board serves,

showi ng the condition of the library systemduring the year and other

statistics and information as the board of trustees deens of public interest.
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13-2-907. Contracts for library services and with other |ibraries.

(a) Regional library systens are authorized to contract with other

regional libraries, municipal libraries, county public libraries, or with

library authorities of any college or university, or any privately-organi zed

or endowed library, whereby conmon library branches or buil dings or joint

library services for the residents or patrons of the participating

jurisdictions may be established and maintained in joint effort.

(b) The contract shall provide for the division of any cost of

establishing, maintaining, and operating the library and library services

between the regional library systemand the other entity, even though the

entity may be located without this state.

(c) The contract shall becone effective only fromand after its

ratification by a mpjority of the nenbers of the board of trustees of the

library system

SECTION 14. On and after the effective date of this act, all county

public libraries created under the authority of Arkansas Code & 13-2-401, et

seq., and all city public libraries created under the authority of Arkansas

Code 88 13-2-501, et seq., which have entered into interlocal cooperation

agreenents or any other formal or informal or contractual arrangenents to form

ajoint city-county library, a regional library or library system or any

other formof multiple jurisdiction library systemwhich are not in witten

format shall, within one (1) year, formalize and renew in witing all such

agreenents and contractual arrangenents anong the libraries.

SECTION 15. All provisions of this act of general and pernmanent nature
are anendatory to the Arkansas Code of 1987 Annotated and the Arkansas Code

Revi si on Comni ssi on shall incorporate the sane in the Code.

SECTION 16. If any provisions of this act or the application thereof to
any person or circunstance is held invalid, the invalidity shall not affect
ot her provisions or applications of the act which can be given effect w thout
the invalid provisions or application, and to this end the provisions of this

act are declared to be severable.

SECTION 17. Al laws and parts of laws in conflict with this act are
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