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Stricken language would be deleted from present law. Underlined language would be added to present law.

State of Arkansas

81st General Assembly A B I II

Regular Session, 1997 HOUSE BILL

By: Representative Wilson

For An Act To Be Entitled
“AN ACT TO AMEND THE ARKANSAS CODE TO PROVI DE FOR THE
SELECTI ON OF JURORS FROM THE LI ST OF PERSONS LI CENSED TO
OPERATE MOTOR VEHI CLES I N LI EU OF THE VOTER REG STRATI ON
LI ST AND THE LI ST OF PERSONS | SSUED | DENTI FI CATI ON CARDS
BY THE DEPARTMENT OF FI NANCE AND ADM NI STRATI ON; AND FOR
OTHER PURPOSES. "

Subtitle
“PROVI DE FOR SELECTI ON OF JURORS FROM
LI ST OF PERSONS LI CENSED TO OPERATE
MOTOR VEHI CLES AND THE LI ST OF PERSONS
| SSUED | D CARDS BY DEPARTMENT OF FI NANCE
AND ADM NI STRATI ON. "

BE I T ENACTED BY THE GENERAL ASSEMBLY OF THE STATE OF ARKANSAS:

SECTION 1. Arkansas Code 16-32-103 is anended to read as foll ows:

"8 16-32-103. Master list.
(a) During the nmonth of Novenmber or Decenber of each year

prospective jurors for the follow ng cal endar year shall be selected from

1582

anong the current |ist of registered voters of the |icensed drivers and every

person issued an identification card under Arkansas Code 27-16-805 residing in

the applicable district or county in the follow ng manner

(1) The circuit judge, in the presence of the circuit clerk,
shall select at random a nunmber between one (1) and one hundred (100),

i nclusi ve, which shall be the starting nunmber, and the circuit court shal

then sel ect the person whose nane appears on the current voter registration
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HB 1582

the list— list of licensed drivers and each person issued an identification

card under Arkansas Code 27-16-805 in that nunerical position, counting

sequentially fromthe first nane on the list.

(2) The circuit clerk shall then select the one hundredth (100t h)

voter registrant nane appearing on the list after the starting nunber. As an
exanple, if the starting number is sixty-seven (67), which is the first

sel ection, the second selection would be the one hundred sixty-seventh (167th)
name —registeredvoter, the third selection would be the two hundred

si xty-seventh (267th) —+registeredvoter, and so forth until the current
registered voter |ist is exhausted.

(3) The circuit judge and the circuit clerk shall then repeat the
random sel ecti on process until the nunmber of jurors set out in this subsection
have been sel ect ed.

(b) The nunber of persons to be selected shall be based upon the nunber

of qualified registered voters licensed drivers and each person i ssued an
i dentification card under Arkansas Code 27-16-805 in the appropriate district

or county as reflected by the current |list of registered voters |icensed

drivers and each person issued an identification card under Arkansas Code 27-

16- 805 provided by the county clerk under legal requirenents Departnent of

Fi nance and Adnmini stration and~ unless a |larger nunber is designated by the

circuit judge, the mni mum nunmber sel ected shall be as foll ows:

M ni num Nurber M ni num Nurber
Nunber of of Prospective of Prospective
Registered Voters Petit Jurors Grand Jurors
| ssued I D Cards or
Prospective Drivers
Li censes Jurors
90, 000 or nore 1, 200 120
16,000 to 89, 999 1, 000 100
10,000 to 15,999 800 90
6,000 to 9,999 600 75
2,000 to 5,999 500 75
0to 1,999 250 or 50% of

the Registered Voters—-

Li censed drivers and persons

i ssued identification cards
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HB 1582
under Arkansas Code 27-16-805,

whi chever is smaller
(c) After the list of prospective jurors has been submitted by the

circuit clerk, the circuit judge may, in the exercise of his discretion
authorize clerical assistance in preparing the al phabetized master list and
separate cards, chips, disks, or other appropriate neans of including the
nanmes and addresses of the prospective jurors in the wheel or box.

(1) The expense of this clerical help shall be paid by the county
as an expense of the administration of justice.

(2) Cderical enployees shall take the follow ng oath:

I will not nmake known to anyone the nanes of the prospective jurors who
have been selected and | will not, directly or indirectly, converse with
anyone sel ected as a juror concerning the nmerits of any proceedi ng pendi ng or
likely to come before the grand jury or court until after the case is tried or
otherwi se finally disposed of.

(d) Subsections (a)-(c) of this section shall be applicable to al
circuit courts and counties within the state.

(e) Al circuit clerks whomaintain voter registrationlists on
conputers—whether in-house or contracted- may utilize the-—conputers and

associ at ed equi pnent for the purpose of selecting jury panels fromthe voter

registrationlists of licensed drivers and persons issued identification cards

under Arkansas Code 27-16-805. The master list of jurors' names and addresses

shall not be available for public inspection, publication, or copying, but it
may be examined in the presence of the circuit judge by litigants or their
attorneys who desire to verify that names drawn fromthe wheel or box were

pl aced there in the manner provided in this act by the conm ssioners.™

SECTI ON 2. Arkansas Code 16-32-201(b) is anended to read as foll ows:
"(b) Circuit courts to which crimnal cases are assigned may call grand
jurors fromthe wheel or box fromwhich petit jurors are drawn, or the circuit
judge may direct the jury conmnmi ssioners to provide the m ni num nunber of nanes
for a separate grand jury wheel or box in the mnimum number set forth in 8
16-32-103(a)-(d). In the event the circuit judge directs the jury
comi ssioners to provide the mni mum nunber of nanes for a separate grand jury

wheel or box, the jury conm ssioners shall select the names of persons whom

they believe to be qualified fromthe current veter registration|ist of
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HB 1582
licensed drivers and persons issued identification cards under Arkansas Code

27-16-805."

SECTION 3. The Departnent of Finance and Administration shall no |ater

than October 31 of each year provide to the circuit clerk of each county a

list of all persons licensed by the departnent to operate notor vehicles and

who reside within the counties which the circuit clerk serves. It is the

intent of this act to provide for the selection of petit jurors and grand

jurors fromthe list of licensed drivers in lieu of the list of registered

voters.

SECTION 4. Al provisions of this act of a general and permanent nature
are anendatory to the Arkansas Code of 1987 Annotated and the Arkansas Code

Revi si on Comni ssi on shall incorporate the sane in the Code.

SECTION 5. If any provision of this act or the application thereof to
any person or circunstance is held invalid, such invalidity shall not affect
ot her provisions or applications of the act which can be given effect w thout
the invalid provision or application, and to this end the provisions of this

act are declared to be severable.

SECTION 6. Al laws and parts of laws in conflict with this act are

her eby repeal ed.
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