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Stricken language would be deleted from present law. Underlined language would be added to present law.

State of Arkansas

81st General Assembly A B I II

Regular Session, 1997 HOUSE BILL 1596

By: Representative Critcher

For An Act To Be Entitled
“AN ACT TO AMEND ARKANSAS CODE & 27-36-301 TO MAKE I T
UNLAWFUL FOR ANY PERSON TO EXHIBI T A BLUE, RED, OR WHI TE
ROTATI NG OR FLASHI NG LI GHT ON A VEHI CLE I N COMM TTI NG A
FELONY; TO AMEND THE ARKANSAS CODE OF 1987, ANNOTATED, TO
ADD A NEW SECTI ON & 27-36-306 MAKI NG | T UNLAWFUL FOR ANY
PERSON OR BUSI NESS TO KNOW NGLY SELL OR DI STRI BUTE A BLUE,
RED, OR WHI TE ROTATI NG OR FLASHI NG LI GHT TO AN
UNAUTHORI ZED PERSON OR AGENCY; TO DECLARE AN EMERGENCY;
AND FOR OTHER PURPOSES. "

Subtitle
“TO MAKE | T UNLAWFUL FOR ANY PERSON TO
USE A BLUE OR RED FLASHI NG LI GHT I N
COW TTI NG A FELONY AND TO SELL OR
DI STRI BUTE BLUE FLASHI NG LI GHTS TO
UNAUTHORI ZED PERSONS. "

BE | T ENACTED BY THE GENERAL ASSEMBLY OF THE STATE OF ARKANSAS:

SECTION 1. Arkansas Code 8 27-36-301 is anended to read as foll ows:

"27-36-301. Violations.

(a) It shall be unlawful for any person, firm or corporation to
exhibit a blue, red, or anmber rotating or flashing Iight on any vehicle except
as otherw se provided by the statutes of the State of Arkansas.

(b) If any person affixes or has affixed any blue, red, or anber |ight
on any vehicle, this fact shall be prima facie proof that this person did
exhibit the |ight.

(c) Violation of the provisions of this subchapter shall be considered
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a m sdeneanor and shall be punishable by a fine of not I ess than ten dollars
(%$10.00) nor nore than one hundred dollars ($100) for each offense.

(d)(1) It shall be unlawful for any person to exhibit a blue, red, or

white rotating or flashing Iight on any vehicle in the comr ssion of a fel ony,

except if the use is otherwi se authorized by the provisions of this subchapter

or authorized by Arkansas Code & 27-49-219 or by other statutes of the State

of Arkansas.

(2) Any person who pleads guilty, nolo contendere, or is found

guilty of violating the provisions of this subsection shall be guilty of a

Class B felony."

SECTI ON 2. Subchapter 3 of Title 27, Chapter 36, of the Arkansas Code

of 1987, Annotated is anended to add a new & 27-36-306 to read as foll ows:

"27-36-306. Sale of police and energency |lights to unauthorized persons
prohi bi t ed.

(a) It shall be unlawful for any person, firm or corporation know ngly
to sell, offer to sell, give away, distribute, or attenpt to distribute, any
blue, red, or white rotating or flashing lights to any person, firm

corporation, agency, or other entity who is not authorized to install

mai ntain, or exhibit those kinds of emergency lights on a vehicle.

(b) As used in this section, the term authorized refers to those

persons, agencies or other entities operating emergency vehicles and

exhi biting emergency lights as pernmitted under the provisions of this

subchapt er or under Arkansas Code & 27-49-219 and who can present proper

i dentification to prove their identities and their authority to purchase.

(c) Any person who pleads guilty, nolo contendere, or is found guilty
of knowingly selling, offering to sell, giving away, distributing, or
attenpting to distribute, any blue, red, or white rotating or flashing lights

to unauthorized persons in violation of this section shall be guilty of a

Class D fel ony."

SECTION 3. Al provisions of this act of general and permanent nature
are anendatory to the Arkansas Code of 1987 Annotated and the Arkansas Code

Revi si on Comni ssi on shall incorporate the sane in the Code.

SECTION 4. If any provisions of this act or the application thereof to
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any person or circunstance is held invalid, the invalidity shall not affect

ot her provisions or applications of the act which can be given effect w thout
the invalid provisions or application, and to this end the provisions of this

act are declared to be severable.

SECTION 5. Al laws and parts of laws in conflict with this act are

her eby repeal ed.

SECTION 6. Enmergency. It is hereby found and determ ned by the Eighty-

First General Assenbly of the State of Arkansas that certain persons are

currently comritting crinmnal acts in Arkansas and are using flashing |lights

that are authorized only for use by police vehicles and energency vehicles to

further the conm ssion of these crinmes; that these crimnal acts can not be

tol erated and nust be stopped and deterred by prescribing new crim nal

penalties for these actions; and that the unauthorized use of these energency

flashing lights is rapidly underm ning the respect and confidence of the

public in the law enforcenment authorities in Arkansas. Therefore, in order to

effect i medi ate action, an enmergency is hereby declared to exist, and this

act being necessary for the i medi ate preservation of the public peace,

heal th, and safety, shall becone effective on the date of its approval by the

Governor. If the bill is neither approved or vetoed by the Governor, it shal

becone effective on the expiration of the period of tinme during which the

Governor may veto the bill. |If the bill is vetoed by the Governor and the

veto is overridden, it shall becone effective on the date the | ast house

overrides the veto.
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