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Stricken language would be deleted from present law. Underlined language would be added to present law.

State of Arkansas

81st General Assembly A B I II

Regular Session, 1997 HOUSE BILL 1599

By: Representative Thomas

For An Act To Be Entitled
"AN ACT TO AMEND ARKANSAS CODE 12- 30-407 PERTAI NI NG TO THE
ELI G BI LI TY DATES FOR RELEASE TO APPROVED JAI L FACI LI TI ES
OR COVMUNI TY PUNI SHVENT CENTERS; AND FOR OTHER PURPCSES. "

Subtitle
“AN ACT TO AMEND ARKANSAS CODE 12- 30- 407
PERTAI NI NG TO THE ELI G BI LI TY DATES FOR
RELEASE TO APPROVED JAI L FACI LI TIES OR
COVMUNI TY PUNI SHVENT CENTERS; AND FOR
OTHER PURPOSES. "

BE | T ENACTED BY THE GENERAL ASSEMBLY OF THE STATE OF ARKANSAS

SECTION 1. Arkansas Code 12-30-407 is amended to read as foll ows:

"12-30-407. Housing of participants.

(a)(1l) The Board of Correction and Conmunity Puni shment nmay promul gate
rules and regulations to allow the proper classification of inmates to be
rel eased to the sheriffs of approved jail facilities or comunity puni shnent
centers outside the Departnent of Correction. Such inmates are to work at jobs
that directly benefit those facilities and are to be under supervision at al
tinmes.

(2)(A) Inmates so released shall be entitled to credit on their
sentences under the neritorious classification system of the Departnent of
Correction.

(B) However Except as provided in subdivision C of this section, no

inmate shall be eligible to be released to the sheriff of an approved jail
facility unless the inmate is within thirty (30) nmonths of his first parole

eligibility date or his first post-prison transfer eligibility date, unless:
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(i) The inmate is returning to the county fromwhich he was tried and
convi cted; or

(ii)(a) |If the inmate is released to a county other than a county from
whi ch he was tried and convicted, the sheriff of the county from which he was
tried and convicted shall be notified.

(b) Unless the sheriff responds within fifteen (15) days of
notification that he di sapproves of the transfer, the i nmate may be
transferred as provided in this section.

(C No inmate shall be eligible to be released to the sheriff of an

approved jail facility unless:

(i) The inmate convicted of a class Y felony is within five (5) years

of the first parole eligibility date or the first post-prison transfer

eligibility date;

(ii) The inmate convicted of a class A felony has served five (5) years

of the sentence or is within five (5) years of the first parole eligibility

date or the first post-prison transfer eligibility date, whichever is earlier

or

(iii) The inmate convicted of a class B felony has served two (2) years

of the sentence or is within two (2) years of the first parole eligibility

date or the first post-prison transfer eligibility date, whichever is earlier

(b) The nunber of persons on prerel ease and work-rel ease progranms of
the Departnent of Correction that may be housed at the Benton Services Center
shall not exceed two hundred twenty-five (225). Provided, with the approval of
the State Hospital Board and the Administrator of the Benton Services Center,
a maxi mum of three hundred twenty-five (325) persons on prerel ease and work-
rel ease prograns nay be housed at the center

(c) Inmates released to the sheriff of approved jail facilities or
communi ty puni shnment centers pursuant to 8 12-30-407 prior to July 28, 1995

shall remain eligible for rel ease, notw thstanding the provisions of this

section."
SECTION 2. Al provisions of this act of a general and permanent nature
are anendatory to the Arkansas Code of 1987 Annotated and the Arkansas Code

Revi si on Comni ssi on shall incorporate the sane in the Code.

SECTION 3. If any provision of this act or the application thereof to
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any person or circunstance is held invalid, such invalidity shall not affect

ot her provisions or applications of the act which can be given effect w thout
the invalid provision or application, and to this end the provisions of this

act are declared to be severable.

SECTION 4. Al laws and parts of laws in conflict with this act are

her eby repeal ed.
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