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Stricken language would be deleted from present law. Underlined language would be added to present law.

State of Arkansas As Engrossed: H2/26/97
81st General Assembly A BI”
Regular Session, 1997 HOUSE BILL 1609

By: Representative Courtway

For An Act To Be Entitled
"AN ACT TO AMEND ARKANSAS CODE ANNOTATED & 5-62-101 TO
PROVI DE FOR THE FORFEI TURE OF ABUSED AND NEGLECTED
ANI MALS; AND FOR OTHER PURPOSES. "

Subtitle
"TO PROVI DE FOR THE FORFEI TURE OF ABUSED
AND NEGLECTED ANI MALS"

BE | T ENACTED BY THE GENERAL ASSEMBLY OF THE STATE OF ARKANSAS

SECTION 1. Arkansas Code Annotated 8 5-62-101 is anended to read as
fol | ows:
"5-62-101. Cruelty to animals.
(a) A person commits the offense of cruelty to animals if, except as
aut horized by | aw, he know ngly:
(1) Abandons any ani mal ;
(2) Subjects any animal to cruel mistreatnent;
(3) Subjects any animal in his custody to cruel neglect; or
(4) Kills or injures any ani mal belonging to another w thout
| egal privilege or consent of the owner.
(b) Cruelty to animals is a Class A m sdenmeanor

(c) Upon the conviction of any person for violating the provisions of

subpar agraphs (1), (2), or (3) of subsection (a) of this section, if the

conviction is for cruelty to a conpanion animal the court may order: (i) the

forfeiture by the convicted person of all animals the abuse or negl ect of

whi ch was the basis of the conviction, and the placenent in the custody of a

society which is incorporated for the prevention of cruelty to animals, or an

ani mal control agency;
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As Engrossed: H2/26/97 HB 1609

(ii) in addition to the fines, penalties, and forfeitures, the

defendant to nmake restitution to the state, any of its political subdivisions,

an ani mal control agency, or a society which is incorporated for the

prevention of cruelty to animls for housing, feeding, or providing nmedica

treatment to animals the abuse or neglect of which was the basis of the

conviction; and (iii) the person to obtain professional counseling, the cost

of which shall be borne by the person convicted.

(d) For purposes of this section, the term' conpani on aninmal' neans a

dog, cat, bird or other animal which is kept in or about the offender's

personal residence and which is shown to be a pet. The termshall not include

cattle, horses, swine, chickens and other farmanimls."

SECTION 2. Al provisions of this act of a general and permanent nature
are anendatory to the Arkansas Code of 1987 Annotated and the Arkansas Code

Revi si on Comni ssi on shall incorporate the sane in the Code.

SECTION 3. If any provision of this act or the application thereof to
any person or circunstance is held invalid, such invalidity shall not affect
ot her provisions or applications of the act which can be given effect w thout
the invalid provision or application, and to this end the provisions of this

act are declared to be severable.
SECTION 4. Al laws and parts of laws in conflict with this act are

her eby repeal ed.

/ s/ Rep. Courtway
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