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Stricken language would be deleted from present law. Underlined language would be added to present law.

State of Arkansas As Engrossed: H2/17/97 H2/19/97 S3/5/97 S3/13/97 S3/27/97
81st General Assembly A Bl”
Regular Session, 1997 HOUSE BILL 1624

By: Representatives Davis, Rorie, Simmons, and Thicksten

For An Act To Be Entitled
"TO ESTABLI SH STATUTORY REQUI REMENTS FOR LOCAL SCHOOL
DI STRI CTS TO RECEI VE | SOLATED FUNDI NG, TO DECLARE AN
EMERGENCY; AND FOR OTHER PURPOSES. "

Subtitle
“TO ESTABLI SH STATUTORY REQUI REMENTS FOR
LOCAL SCHOOL DI STRI CTS TO RECEI VE
| SOLATED FUNDI NG.

BE | T ENACTED BY THE GENERAL ASSEMBLY OF THE STATE OF ARKANSAS:

SECTION 1. Qualifications for receiving isolated funding.

(a) As used in this section, "lsolated school district" neans a schoo

district that neets any four (4) of the following five (5) criteria:

(1) There is a distance of twelve (12) niles or nore hy

har d- surfaced hi ghway fromthe high school of the district to the nearest

adj acent high school in an adjoining district;

(2) The density ratio of transported students is |less than three

(3) students per square nile of areas,;

(3) The total area of the district is ninety-five (95) square

mles or greater;

(4) Less than fifty percent (509 of bus route nmiles are on

har d- surfaced roads;

(5) There are geographic barriers such as |akes, rivers, and

mount ai n ranges which woul d i npede travel to schools that otherw se would be

appropriate for consolidation, cooperative prograns, and shared services.

(b) An isolated school district shall be eligible to receive isol ated

funding if:
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As Engrossed: H2/17/97 H2/19/97 S3/5/97 S3/13/97 S3/27/97 HB 1624

(1) The district's budget is prepared by the local district with

Depart nent of Educati on approval;

(2) The district has an average daily nenbership of less than

three hundred fifty (350);

(3) The district neets the mnimum standards for accreditation of

public schools prescribed by |aw and regul ati on.

(c) Any school disrict designated as an isol ated school district for

the 1996-97 fiscal year that used geographic barriers as one of the four (4)

criteria necessary to receive isolated funding shall be allowed to continue to

use geographic barriers as a criteria for future allocations of isolated

f undi ng.
(d)(1) State financial aid in the formof isolated funding shall be
provided to |l ocal school districts qualifying under this section and shall be

cal cul ated as foll ows:

(350- Previous year's ADM Previous year's ADM ti nmes
850

the base | ocal revenue per student.

(2) There shall be two (2) categories of isolated funding:

(A) Category | isolated funding shall be provided to al

school districts that qualify under this section;

(B) Category Il isolated funding shall be further provided

to those school districts that qualify under this section and have an ADM

density ratio of less than 1.2 students per square nile and shall be

calculated at fifty percent (50% of Category | funding.

(3) Those school districts that qualify under this section and

whose | ocal revenue per student exceeds the base |ocal revenue per student

shall receive isolated funding calculated as foll ows:

(Category | + Category Il) = (base local revenue per student - |ocal revenue

per student) tines previous year's ADM

(e) No school district which may qualify under other law to receive

additi onal state aid because its average daily nenbership is less than three

hundred fifty (350) shall be eligible to receive funding under this section

except that a district qualifying under other |law for such aid and qualifying

for funds under this section may elect to receive funds under this section in

lieu of aid under the other."
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As Engrossed: H2/17/97 H2/19/97 S3/5/97 S3/13/97 S3/27/97 HB 1624
SECTION 2. Al provisions of this act of a general and permanent nature
are anendatory to the Arkansas Code of 1987 Annotated and the Arkansas Code

Revi si on Comni ssi on shall incorporate the sane in the Code.

SECTION 3. If any provision of this act or the application thereof to
any person or circunstance is held invalid, such invalidity shall not affect
ot her provisions or applications of the act which can be given effect w thout
the invalid provision or application, and to this end the provisions of this

act are declared to be severable.

SECTION 4. Al laws and parts of laws in conflict with this act are

her eby repeal ed.

SECTION 5. EMERGENCY. It is hereby found and determ ned by the Genera

Assenbly that the i medi ate effectiveness of this act is essential to the

operation of the school districts that may qualify to receive isol ated

funding. Therefore, an energency is declared to exist and this act being

i medi ately necessary for the preservation of the public peace, health and

safety shall becone effective on the date of its approval by the Governor. |If

the bill is neither approved nor vetoed by the Governor, it shall becone

effective on the expiration of the period of tine during which the Governor

may veto the bill. |If the bill is vetoed by the Governor and the veto is

overridden, it shall becone effective on the date the | ast house overrides the

vet o.

/s/ Rep. Davis et al
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