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Stricken language would be deleted from present law. Underlined language would be added to present law.

State of Arkansas As Engrossed: S3/3/97
81st General Assembly A Bl”
Regular Session, 1997 HOUSE BILL 1709

By: Representatives Lancaster, Ingram, and Faris

For An Act To Be Entitled
" AN ACT AMENDI NG ARKANSAS CODE ANNOTATED & 6-14-102 TO
AUTHORI ZE A REDUCTI ON | N THE NUMBER OF POLLI NG PLACES AT
SCHOOL ELECTI ONS WHEN THERE |'S ONLY ONE (1) CANDI DATE FOR
DI STRI CT DI RECTOR OR MEMBER OF THE COUNTY BOARD OF
EDUCATI ON AND NO OTHER BALLOT | SSUES FOR CONSI DERATI ON, TO
DECLARE AN EMERGENCY; AND FOR OTHER PURPOSES. "

Subtitle
“TO AUTHORI ZE A REDUCTI ON | N THE NUMBER
OF POLLI NG PLACES AT SCHOOL ELECTI ONS
WHEN THERE |'S ONLY 1 CANDI DATE FOR
DI RECTOR OR COUNTY BOARD MEMBER AND NO
OTHER BALLOT | SSUES FOR CONSI DERATI ON. "

BE I T ENACTED BY THE GENERAL ASSEMBLY OF THE STATE OF ARKANSAS:

SECTION 1. Arkansas Code Annotated 8 6-14-102 is anended to read as
fol | ows:

"6-14-102. Annual school election date.

(a) The annual school election shall be held in each school district of
the state on the third Tuesday in Septenber.

(b) The board of directors of any school district shall have the
authority to hold the annual school election on a date prior to that fixed by
| aw, provided that:

(1) The proposed budget of expenditures for the previous year, as
publ i shed, incorrectly stated a proposed expenditure or rate of tax levy, as
set forth in a certificate or certificates signed by each menmber of the board

of directors, or was not published within the time required by |aw,
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As Engrossed: S3/3/97 HB 1709
(2) Al constitutional requirenments for the annual schoo
el ection are nmet; and
(3) The date of the election is approved by the Director of
General Education.

(c) In an even-nunmbered year, if no nore than one (1) candidate for
school district director or nenber of the county board of education presents a
petition or notice in witing to the county board of el ection comi ssioners as
required by & 6-14-111, and there are no other ballot issues to be subnitted
to district electors for consideration, the board of directors of any schoo
district may, by resolution duly adopted, request the county board of election
comi ssioners to change the date of the annual school election to coincide
with that of the general election.

(d)(1) In any election year, if no nore than one (1) candi date for

school district director or nenber of the county board of education presents a

petition or notice in witing to the county board of el ection comi ssioners as

required by 6 6-14-111, and there are no other ballot issues to be subnitted

to district electors for consideration, the board of directors of any schoo

district may, by resolution duly adopted, request the county board of election

comi ssi oners to reduce the nunber of polling places.

(2) The county board of el ection conm ssioners shall provide at

| east one (1) polling place.

(3) In a county that uses voting nachines or electronic voting,

the county board of el ection conm ssioners may choose to use paper ballots for

the el ection.
— (& (e) (1) The board of directors of any school district shall have the

authority to change the date of an annual school election that has been set

when the district suffers damage to its physical facilities in an anount
exceedi ng one hundred twenty-five thousand dollars ($125,000) as a result of
fire or other natural disaster, provided that all constitutional requirenments
are met.

(2) If the board of directors of the school district determ nes
that the proceeds of insurance on those facilities will be insufficient to
restore or replace the facilities, the board of directors may, by resol ution
duly adopted and with the approval of the Director of General Education
post pone the date of the annual school election in that school district for

such year fromthe third Tuesday in Septenber to the second Tuesday in
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As Engrossed: S3/3/97 HB 1709
Decenber .

(3) Certified copies of the resolution shall be delivered not
| ater than the Monday next preceding the third Tuesday in Septenber to the
Director of General Education, and to the county supervisor, or secretary of
the county board of education if there is no county school supervisor, and the
chai rman of the county board of election conm ssioners of each county in which
any of the territory of the school district is |ocated.
——{(e)}(f) The board of directors of any school district that will |ose
state aid because of a court decision or |egislation enacted by the Genera
Assenbly shall have authority, no less than sixty (60) days after the court's
decision or effective date of the legislation, to change the date of the

annual school election to consider a mllage increase."

SECTION 2. Al provisions of this act of a general and permanent nature
are anendatory to the Arkansas Code of 1987 Annotated and the Arkansas Code

Revi si on Comni ssi on shall incorporate the sane in the Code.

SECTION 3. If any provision of this act or the application thereof to
any person or circunstance is held invalid, such invalidity shall not affect
ot her provisions or applications of the act which can be given effect w thout
the invalid provision or application, and to this end the provisions of this

act are declared to be severable.

SECTION 4. Al laws and parts of laws in conflict with this act are

her eby repeal ed.

SECTION 5. EMERGENCY. It is found and determi ned by the Cenera

Assenbly of the State of Arkansas that it is in the best interests of

efficiency and the voting public that any changes in | aw pertaining to the

authority of the county election comrssioners to fix polling places be

enacted i nmedi ately. Therefore an enmergency is declared to exist and this act

bei ng i medi ately necessary for the preservation of the public peace, health

and safety shall becone effective on the date of its approval by the Governor

If the bill is neither approved nor vetoed by the Governor, it shall becone

effective on the expiration of the period of tine during which the Governor

may veto the bill. |If the bill is vetoed by the Governor and the veto is
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As Engrossed: S3/3/97

overridden, it shal

become effective on the date the | ast

HB 1709

house overrides the

vet o.

/ s/ Lancaster et al
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