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Stricken language would be deleted from present law. Underlined language would be added to present law.

State of Arkansas

81st General Assembly A B I II

Regular Session, 1997 HOUSE BILL 1727

By: Representative Simon

For An Act To Be Entitled
"AN ACT TO AUTHORI ZE CI TI ES OF THE SECOND CLASS AND
| NCORPORATED TOWNS TO FORM A DEPARTMENT OF PUBLI C SAFETY;
TO PRESCRI BE | TS DUTIES, FUNCTI ONS AND AUTHORI TY; AND FOR
OTHER PURPOSES. "

Subtitle
“TO AUTHORI ZE SMALL CI TIES AND
| NCORPORATED TOWNS TO FORM A DEPARTMENT
OF PUBLI C SAFETY AND TO PRESCRI BE | TS
DUTI ES AND FUNCTI ONS. "

BE | T ENACTED BY THE GENERAL ASSEMBLY OF THE STATE OF ARKANSAS

SECTION 1. (a) The governing body of any city of the second class or

i ncorporated town, may, by ordi nance, create a departnent of public safety.

(b) Acity or town departnent of public safety shall performthe

functions of, and have all the rights, responsibilities, and duties of, a

police departnent or the city or town narshal's office and a nunicipal fire

department. Further, it may perform any other departnental functions deenmed

by the governing body of the city or town to be necessary for the public

safety of its citizens including, but not limted to, enmergency nedica

servi ces, anbul ance services, or building and health code enforcenent.

SECTION 2. (a) Once the department is forned, the mayors in cities of

the second class and incorporated towns shall have the power to appoint and

remove the director of the departnent of public safety, unless the city or

town council shall, by a two-thirds (2/3) majority of the total nmenbership of

the council, vote to override the mayor's action
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(b) Upon the creation of the departnent, the existing police departnent

or the city or town narshal's office and the existing fire departnent shall be

aboli shed and transferred to the departnent of public safety.

SECTI ON 3. Enpl oyees of the department of public safety may performthe

functions of police officers, fire fighters, or other services the departnent

may be enpowered to undertake if the particul ar enployee is qualified under

st andards adopted by the governing body of the city to performthese functions

and is in conpliance with and qualified or certified by the applicable state

| aws.

SECTION 4. (a) For the purposes of regul ating work hours, vacation

days, sick |l eave, and other enployee benefits, a department of public safety

shall be deenmed to be a fire departnment.

(b) A departnent of public safety may participate in avail abl e pension

prograns in either the police or fire category, or both, and conditioned on

their creation and availability within the particular city or town. However,

no enpl oyee of the department shall accrue benefits in both categories at the

sane tine.
(c) Volunteers for fire services provided by the departnment of public
safety may accrue benefits as volunteer fire fighters.

(d) Enployees of a departnent of public safety shall be eligible for

all county, state, or federal death or disability benefits provided for police

officers or fire fighters.

SECTION 5. (a) A departnment of public safety shall be entitled to al

avail abl e county, state, and federal grants, turn-back noneys, insurance

prem um tax funds, |oans, discounts, or other benefits of a simlar nature

available to police or fire departnments for training or equi pnent.

(b) Al applicable regulations and statutes regul ating the

certification of |law enforcement officers, the certification of fire

departnments, the conduct of police or fire departnents or their functions

shall apply to a departnment of public safety and its enpl oyees.

SECTION 6. Al provisions of this act of general and permanent nature

are anendatory to the Arkansas Code of 1987 Annotated and the Arkansas Code
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Revi si on Comni ssi on shall incorporate the sane in the Code.

SECTION 7. If any provisions of this act or the application thereof to
any person or circunstance is held invalid, the invalidity shall not affect
ot her provisions or applications of the act which can be given effect w thout
the invalid provisions or application, and to this end the provisions of this

act are declared to be severable.

SECTION 8. Al laws and parts of laws in conflict with this act are

her eby repeal ed.
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