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Stricken language would be deleted from present law. Underlined language would be added to present law.

State of Arkansas

81st General Assembly A B I II

Regular Session, 1997 HOUSE BILL 1730

By: Representatives Molinaro, Young, Hunton, Wren, and Flanagin

For An Act To Be Entitled
"AN ACT TO REQUI RE THE DEPARTMENT OF HUMAN SERVI CES TO
PROVI DE | NFORMATI ON  CONCERNI NG AN | MPLANT CONTRACEPTI VE
SYSTEM AND OTHER CONTRACEPTI VES TO RECI PI ENTS OF PUBLIC
ASSI STANCE; TO PROVI DE A FI NANCI AL | NCENTI VE TO A
RECI Pl ENT OF TRANSI TI ONAL EMPLOYMENT ASSI STANCE ( TEA) WHO
RECEI VES AN | MPLANT CONTRACEPTI VE SYSTEM AND FOR OTHER
PURPCSES. "

Subtitle
"TO REQUI RE DHS TO PROVI DE | NFORMATI ON
CONCERNI NG AN | MPLANT CONTRACEPTI VE
SYSTEM AND OTHER CONTRACEPTI VES TO
RECI PI ENTS OF PUBLI C ASSI STANCE. "

BE | T ENACTED BY THE GENERAL ASSEMBLY OF THE STATE OF ARKANSAS

SECTION 1. (a) The Departnment of Human Services shall establish a

programto nake avail able an inplant contraceptive systemto each ferale

publ i c assistance recipient who is able to becone pregnant.

(b)(1) The Department of Human Services shall provide witten

i nformati on concerning the availability through the Medicaid program of an

i mpl ant contraceptive systemto all recipients of assistance under the

Transi tional Enpl oyment Assistance (TEA) program when such persons apply for

assistance or are recertified. The Departnment of Human Services shall provide

i nformati on concerning the availability of birth control and an inpl ant

contraceptive systemto all nales whose i ncones are bel ow the federal poverty

| evel and who are receiving any other state or federal governnent subsidies

i ncluding, but not Iinmted to, food stanps, if such males also qualify for
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HB 1730

Medi caid and are able to inpregnate females. Such information shall al so be

supplied to other wonen of chil d-bearing age whose incone is bel ow the federal

poverty level and are receiving any other state or federal governnent

subsidies, including, but not Iinmted to, food stanps, if such persons al so

qualify for Medicaid. The information provided shall clearly state that

qualified health care providers are available to discuss the availability of

birth control and an i nplant contraceptive systemin nore detail upon request.

(2) Together with the information concerning availability

required to be provided under subsection (b)(1), the Departnent of Human

Services shall also provide to each eligible recipient information regarding

any known significant or other material risks and any known adverse results

i nvolved in having an inplant contraceptive systemas well as information on

the use of alternative nmethods of contraceptives, including abstinence, and

the noral benefits of abstinence until nmarriage, and the health and other

benefits of abstinence.

(c) The information required to be provided under this act shall be

disseninated in a manner that is reasonably calculated to make the i nformation

easily accessible to all recipients of assistance under the Transitiona

Enpl oynent Assi stance (TEA) program as well as to other wonen and nmen who are

able to have children, whose inconmes are bel ow the federal poverty level, and

who are receiving any other state or federal government subsidies including,

but not limted to, food stanps, if such persons also qualify for Medicaid.

(d) Each public assistance recipient who has an i nplant contraceptive

system shall be eligible to receive a financial assistance grant in the amunt

of one hundred dollars ($100.00) per year during the period that the

contraceptive remains inplanted and continues to be effective in preventing

pregnancy. The program shall provide for exam nation by health care providers

to provide for the health and safety of public assistance recipients who are

to have the contraceptive inplanted. The Departnent of Human Services case

wor kers shall assist in referring the recipient to appropriate health care

provi ders.

(e) The Departnent of Human Services shall adopt regulations for the

adm ni stration of the program including procedures for exanination of and

consultation with public assistance recipients by health care providers to

assure continued eligibility for assistance grants under this program

(f) The Departnent of Human Services shall publicize the program
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established under this act to all public assistance recipients who are

eligible to participate in the program

SECTION 2. Neither the state nor any state official shall be liable to

suit or for damages for inplenmenting any provision of this act.

SECTION 3. Al provisions of this act of a general and permanent nature
are anendatory to the Arkansas Code of 1987 Annotated and the Arkansas Code

Revi si on Comni ssi on shall incorporate the sane in the Code.

SECTION 4. If any provision of this act or the application thereof to
any person or circunstance is held invalid, such invalidity shall not affect
ot her provisions or applications of the act which can be given effect w thout
the invalid provision or application, and to this end the provisions of this

act are declared to be severable.

SECTION 5. Al laws and parts of laws in conflict with this act are

her eby repeal ed.
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