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Stricken language would be deleted from present law. Underlined language would be added to present law.
State of Arkansas

81st General Assembly A B I II

Regular Session, 1997 HOUSE BILL 1767

By: House Committee on State Agencies and Governmental Affairs

For An Act To Be Entitled
"AN ACT TO AMEND ARKANSAS CODE ANNOTATED & 6-14-111 TO
REQUI RE THE COUNTY CLERK TO VERI FY THE NAMES ON A PETI TI ON
FOR A CANDI DATE I N A SCHOOL ELECTION; TO REPEAL ARKANSAS
CODE ANNOTATED £6- 14- 112 PERTAI NI NG TO DUPLI CATE BALLOTS IN
SCHOOL ELECTI ONS; TO AMEND ARKANSAS CODE ANNOTATED ¢ 6- 14-
115 TO REQUI RE THE RESULTS OF A SCHOOL ELECTION TO BE
DECLARED W THI N THREE (3) DAYS AFTER THE ELECTI ON, AND TO
ELI M NATE THE REQUI REMENT THAT THE COUNTY COURT CERTI FY
SCHOOL ELECTI ONS, AND TO PROVI DE THAT THE COUNTY BOARD OF
ELECTI ON COVM SSI ONERS SHALL CERTI FY SCHOOL ELECTIONS; TO
REPEAL ARKANSAS CODE ANNOTATED & 6-14-117 SO THAT GENERAL
ELECTI ON LAW PENALTI ES APPLY TO SCHOOL ELECTI ONS; TO AMEND
ARKANSAS CODE ANNCTATED 6 6-14-119 TO ELI M NATE THE
REQUI REMENT THAT THE COUNTY JUDGE APPROVE THE MAXI MUM
AMOUNT OF COVPENSATI ON FOR ELECTI ON OFFI CI ALS | N SCHOOL
ELECTI ONS; TO AMEND ARKANSAS CODE ANNOTATED 8¢ 6-14-120 AND
6-14- 121 TO REQUI RE RUNOFFS | N SCHOOL ELECTI ONS TO BE HELD
THREE (3) WEEKS AFTER THE REGULAR ELECTI ON; TO AMEND
VARI OUS PROVI S| ONS OF ARKANSAS CODE ANNCTATED 6-14-101, ET
SEQ, TO MAKE TECHNI CAL CORRECTI ONS; AND FOR OTHER
PURPCSES. "

Subtitle
"AN ACT TO AMEND VARI OUS SECTI ONS OF
A.C.A © 6-14-101, ET SEQ, PERTAI N NG TO

SCHOOL ELECTI ONS. "

BE | T ENACTED BY THE GENERAL ASSEMBLY OF THE STATE OF ARKANSAS:
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HB 1767

SECTION 1. Arkansas Code Annotated 8 6-14-106 is anended to read as
fol | ows:

"8 6-14-106. Polling places.

(a) The county board of election conm ssioners of each county shal
designate all the polling places sites for each school district inits
respective county, including districts having territory in nore than one (1)
county but which are domiciled in its county for adnministrative purposes, and
shall provide the election supplies and appoint the judgesand clerks el ection
officials for holding all school elections.

(b) If a school district has territory in nmore than one (1) county, the
county board of election comi ssioners of the county in which it is donmiciled
shal | either:

(1) Designate one (1) or nore polling plases sites in each county
in which any part of the district lies; or

(2) Designate one (1) or nore polling plases sites in the county
in which the district is domiciled for adm nistrative purposes, at which al
qualified electors of the district, regardless of their county of residence,
may vote.

(c) \Wen the county board of election comr ssioners of any county, in
which a district is domciled for adm nistrative purposes, determnes that a
polling plase site shall not be designated in the other county in which a
portion of the district lies, it shall designate a polling plase site in the
county in which the district is adnministered for those electors of the
district in the other county to vote and shall take appropriate action to
assure that the necessary precinct registration files are delivered to that
polling place site in order that the electors in the nonadm nistering county
may vote in the school election.

(d) The board of directors of each school district shall cause to be
publ i shed, by at | east one (1) insertion in a newspaper with genera
circulation in the county wherein the school district is |ocated, not nore
than ten (10) days nor less than three (3) days prior to any school election
a notice identifying the polling place site for each ward or precinct. If the
polling plase site for any ward or precinct has changed since the |ast

el ection, the notice shall indicate the change."

SECTI ON 2. Arkansas Code Annotated 8 6-14-111(b) is anmended to read as
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HB 1767
fol | ows:

"(b) The county board of election comr ssioners shall place on the
bal |l ots, as candidates for school district director or nenber of the county
board of education, names of any qualified voters whose nanmes have been
presented filed and verified by the county clerk. The county clerk shal
certify to the board by that the petition eof contained at |east twenty (20)

qualified registered voters, residents of the respective districts or zones,

at least forty-five (45) days before the annual school election.”

SECTI ON 3. Arkansas Code Annotated & 6-14-112, pertaining to duplicate

ballots in school election, is repeal ed.
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HB 1767

SECTI ON 4. Arkansas Code Annotated & 6-14-113 is anended to read as

fol | ows:

"6-14-113. Election kits for school elections.

(a) In order that the annual school elections held throughout this
state will be conducted in a nore uniform manner, the State Board of Education
is authorized and directed to prepare and distribute annually te—upon the
request of the county board of election conm ssioners of each county annua
school election kits or packages designed especially for conducting annua
school elections in the manner required by |aw.

(b) The kits or packages shall contain forms for a list of voters and
duplicate list of voters, tally sheets, oaths of judges—and clerks election
officials, certificates of results, and notices of election. In addition
thereto, the kits or packages shall contain carbon paper, envel opes for
regul ar, irregular, and spoiled ballots, instruction for voters and el ection
judges—and clerks officials, seals, and other necessary equi pnent and
supplies, except ballot boxes, ballots, and certified lists of eligible voters
whi ch shall be furnished the election officials in the manner provided by | aw.

(c) The kits or packages provided for herein shall be distributed
annually to the several county boards of election commi ssioners at |east
thirty (30) days prior to the annual school election. A sufficient number of
such kits or packages shall be supplied each county in order that at |east one
(1) kit or package may be nmade avail able at each voting precinct or voting
pl ace in such county.

(d) The cost of the kits or packages prepared by the Department of
Educati on pursuant to this section shall be paid fromthe mai ntenance funds

provi ded for the Department of Education by |egislative appropriation.”

SECTION 5. Arkansas Code Annotated 8 6-14-114 is anended to read as
fol | ows:

"6-14-114. Counting of votes.

When the polls of each election are closed, the judges el ection
officials shall imediately proceed to count the votes, ascertain the results,

and rmake returns thereof to the county clerk show ng:
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HB 1767
(1) The nunber of votes cast for each person for school district
director;
(2) The nunber of votes cast for school tax;
(3) The nunber of votes cast agai nst school tax;
(4) In case of a division of the nillage to be |levied as school tax,
the nunber of nmills and the nunmber of votes cast for each nillage for
(A) The current operation of the schools;
(B) The erection and equi prent of school buil dings;
(C) The retirenent of existing indebtedness;
(5) The nunber of votes cast for and agai nst any other question

subnitted at the election.”

SECTION 6. Arkansas Code Annotated 8 6-14-115 is anended to read as
fol | ows:

"6-14-115. Return, canvass, and appeal - Filing.

(a) At the close of the election, the judges election officials at each
polling place or at the place of central tabul ation shall rmake a return of the

votes, certified by the clerks of the election certify the return, and file

thisthe certification in the office of the county clerk of the county in

which the district is admnistered for delivery to its county board of

el ecti on comm ssioners who shall, not l|later than theeleventh calendar day

three (3) days after the election, proceed to ascertain and declare the
results of the election and file theirfindings—the certification of election

and one (1) of the ballots with the county clerk.

— (e (b) The county clerk of the county in which the district is

adm nistered shall file a certified copy of the erder—certification of

el ection with the county clerk of each county in which any part of the

district lies."

SECTION 7. Arkansas Code Annotated © 6-14-117 is repeal ed.
— 6-14-117  Unlawful acts - Penalties—
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HB 1767

SECTI ON 8. Arkansas Code Annotated & 6-14-119 is anended to read as

foll ows:

"6-14-119. Conpensation of judges—and clerks election officials.

The school district board may allow sufficient conpensation to the
judges—and clerks election officials of all elections to secure good citizens

to act in those capacities. TFhe—maximm-arpun ha be approvedb he—coun

SECTI ON 9. Arkansas Code Annotated 8 6-14-120(c) is anmended to read as
fol | ows:

"(c) In the case of a tie vote for a position of director, a runoff
el ection shall be held on a day twe{2) three (3) weeks after the regul ar
school election at which the names of the two (2) candidates receiving the tie
vote shall be placed on the ballot, and the candi date receiving the highest

nunber of votes at such runoff election shall be declared elected."”

SECTI ON 10. Arkansas Code Annotated 8 6-14-121(a) is amended to read as
fol | ows:

"(a) \Whenever there are nmore than two (2) candi dates for election to
any county or district school board at any election held in this state, and no
candi date for any county or district position receives a mgjority of the votes
cast for the office, there shall be a runoff election held in the county or
district. The runoff election shall be held two{2) three (3) weeks follow ng
the date of the election; the names of the two (2) candi dates receiving the
hi ghest number of votes, but not a majority, shall be placed on the ballot to
be voted upon by the qualified electors of the county or the district, as the

case may be."
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HB 1767
SECTION 11. Al provisions of this act of a general and pernmnent
nature are anmendatory to the Arkansas Code of 1987 Annotated and the Arkansas

Code Revi sion Conmi ssion shall incorporate the sanme in the Code.

SECTION 12. If any provision of this act or the application thereof to
any person or circunstance is held invalid, such invalidity shall not affect
ot her provisions or applications of the act which can be given effect w thout
the invalid provision or application, and to this end the provisions of this

act are declared to be severable.

SECTION 13. Al laws and parts of laws in conflict with this act are

her eby repeal ed.
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