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Stricken language would be deleted from present law. Underlined language would be added to present law.
State of Arkansas

81st General Assembly A B I II

Regular Session, 1997 HOUSE BILL 1776

By: House Committee on State Agencies and Governmental Affairs

For An Act To Be Entitled
“AN ACT TO AMEND ARKANSAS CODE ANNOTATED & 7-8-201 AND & 7-
8-204 TO MAKE TECHNI CAL CORRECTI ONS; TO REPEAL ARKANSAS
CODE ANNOTATED & 7-8-202 AND & 7-8-203 PERTAI NI NG TO
PREFERENTI AL PRESI DENTI AL PRI MARI ES; TO AMEND ARKANSAS
CODE ANNOTATED & 7-8-302 TO ESTABLI SH REQUI REMENTS FOR
PLACI NG THE PRESI DENTI AL AND VI CE- PRESI DENTI AL CANDI DATES
OF A NEW PCLI TI CAL PARTY ON THE BALLOT; AND FOR OTHER
PURPCSES. "

Subtitle
“TO AMEND ARKANSAS CODE ANNOTATED & 7- 8-
201 AND & 7-8-204 TO MAKE TECHNI CAL
CORRECTI ONS; TO REPEAL ARKANSAS CODE
ANNCTATED ¢ 7-8-202 AND ¢ 7-8-203
PERTAI NI NG TO PREFERENTI AL PRESI DENTI AL
PRI MARI ES. "

BE | T ENACTED BY THE GENERAL ASSEMBLY OF THE STATE OF ARKANSAS:

SECTION 1. Arkansas Code Annotated 8 7-8-201 is anended to read as
fol | ows:

"7-8-201. Preferential Presidential—elections required - Apportionnent
of del egat es.

Each political party in the state desiring to select delegates to attend
a quadrenni al national nom nating convention of the party to select a noninee
for the Office of President of the United States shall hold a preferential
Presidentialprimary election in the state, and the del egates to the nationa
party convention shall be apportioned to the Presidential candi dates whose

names were on the ballot at the preferential Presidential—primary or to
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HB 1776
"unconmitted" in the proportion that the votes cast for each candi date or
uncomm tted bear to the total votes cast at the election, rounded to the

cl osest whol e nunber."

SECTI ON 2. Arkansas Code Annotated 8 7-8-202 is repeal ed.

SECTI ON 3. Arkansas Code Annotated 8 7-8-203 is repeal ed.

SECTI ON 4. Arkansas Code Annotated 8 7-8-204 is anmended to read as

fol | ows:

"7-8-204. Rules for selection of delegates and alternates.

Each political party holding a preferential Presidential—prinmary
election in the state shall adopt appropriate rules for the selection of
del egates and alternate del egates to the quadrennial national nom nating
convention of the party and to otherwi se carry out the intent and purposes of

this subchapter.™

SECTION 5. Arkansas Code Annotated 8 7-8-302 is anended to read as
fol | ows:

"7-8-302. Election and certification of electors - Ballots - Contesting
conventions - Vacancy.

Choosing and el ection of electors of President and Vice President of the
United States shall be in the follow ng manner

()(A) In each year in which a President and Vice President of the
United States are chosen, each political party or group in the state shal

choose by its state convention el ectors of President and Vice President of the
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HB 1776
United States. The state convention of the party or group shall also choose
electors at large if any are to be appointed for the state;

(B) The state convention of the party or group shall, by its
chai rman and secretary, certify to the Secretary of State the total |ist of
el ectors together with electors at |arge so chosen. The certificate shall be
filed no later than Septenmber 15 in the year of the election. The filing of
the certificate with the Secretary of State shall be deened and taken to be
the choosing and selection of the electors of this state, if the party or
group is successful at the polls, as provided in this subchapter, in choosing
their candidates for President and Vice President of the United States;

(C The certification by the respective political parties or
groups in this state of electors of President and Vice President shall be made
to the Secretary of State within two (2) days after the state convention;

(2)(A) Should nore than one (1) certificate of choice and sel ection of
el ectors of the sane political party or group be filed by contesting
conventions or contesting groups, it shall be the duty of the constitutiona
officers of this state within ten (10) days after the adjournment of the |ast
of the conventions to neet in the Office of the Governor and deterni ne which
set of nominees for electors of the party or group was chosen and sel ected by
the authorized convention of the party or group

(B) The Secretary of State shall notify the state officers of the
date, time, and place of the neeting;

(C At the neeting a mpjority of the officers present, after
notice, to the chairman and secretaries or managers of the conventions or
groups and after a hearing, shall determ ne which set of electors was chosen
by the authorized convention and shall so announce and publish the fact, and
the decision shall be final and the set of electors determned by said state
officers to be chosen shall be the Iist or set of electors to be deened
elected if that party shall be successful at the polls, as herein provided,

(3) Should a vacancy occur in the choice of an elector, the vacancy may
be filled by the state executive committee of the party or group, to be
certified by the conmmittee to the Secretary of State of Arkansas;

(4)(A) The names of the candidates of the several political parties or
groups for electors of President and Vice President shall not be printed on
the official ballot to be voted in the election to be held on the day provided

in 6 7-8-301. In lieu of the nanes of the candidates for electors, the nane
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HB 1776
of the candidate for President and the nanme of the candidate for Vice

President with the particular political party designation of each shall be

printed withina bracket with a square to the right of the bracket on the

ballot. Each voter in this state nay choose and el ect one (1) list or set of
el ectors fromthe several lists or sets of electors chosen and selected by the

respective political parties or groups, by placing a—crossinthe squareto

appropriate mark on the ball ot;

(B) Placing a cross within the square before the bracket
encl osing the nanes of President and Vice President shall not be deened and
taken as a direct vote for the candidates for President and Vice President, or
either of them but shall only be deened and taken to be a vote for the entire
list or set of electors chosen by the political party or group so certified to
the Secretary of State as herein provided. Voting by nmeans of placing a cross
in the appropriate place followi ng the names of the candi dates for President
and Vice President shall not be deenmed or taken as a direct vote for the
candi dates for President and Vice President, or either of them but instead,
as to the Presidential vote, as a vote for the entire list or set of electors
chosen by that political party or group so certified to the Secretary of State
as herein provided.

(5)(A) In order to have the name of a political partyHs candidates for

Presi dent and Vice President printed on the ballot, a political party shal

nonminate by prinmary election. A new political party formed pursuant to the

petition process nmay noni nate by convention if the presidential election is

the first general election after certification as a party by the Secretary of

St at e.

(B) A political group desiring to have the nanmes of its

candi dates for President and Vice President printed on the ballot shall file a

petition with the Secretary of State by noon on the first Mnday of August.

The petition shall contain at the time of filing one thousand (1, 000)

qualified electors of the state declaring their desire to have printed on the

bal |l ot the nanes of their candidate for President and Vice President. The

Secretary of State shall verify the sufficiency of the petition within ten

(10) days fromthe filing of the petition. |If the petition is determned to

be insufficient the Secretary of State shall notify in witing the politica

group through their designated agent, and shall set forth his reasons for so
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finding. Wen notice is delivered, the sponsors shall have an additional ten

(10) days in which to do any or all of the foll ow ng:

(i) Solicit and obtain additional signatures;

(ii) Submit proof to show that the rejected signatures or

some of them are good and shoul d be counted;

(iii) Make the petition nore definite and certain.

(C) Any anmendnents and corrections shall not materially change

the purpose and effect of the petition. No changes shall be made in the

petition, except to correct apparent typographical errors or om ssions.

(D) Any challenges to the certification of the Secretary of State

shall be filed in the Circuit Court of Pulaski County."

SECTION 6. Al provisions of this act of a general and permanent nature
are anendatory to the Arkansas Code of 1987 Annotated and the Arkansas Code

Revi si on Comni ssi on shall incorporate the sane in the Code.

SECTION 7. If any provision of this act or the application thereof to
any person or circunstance is held invalid, such invalidity shall not affect
ot her provisions or applications of the act which can be given effect w thout
the invalid provision or application, and to this end the provisions of this

act are declared to be severable.

SECTION 8. Al laws and parts of laws in conflict with this act are

her eby repeal ed.
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