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Stricken language would be deleted from present law. Underlined language would be added to present law.

State of Arkansas As Engrossed: H3/5/97
81st General Assembly A Bl”
Regular Session, 1997 HOUSE BILL 1893

By: Representative Judy Smith

For An Act To Be Entitled
"AN ACT TO PROVI DE FOR THE REGULATI ON OF FREE- STANDI NG
Bl RTHI NG CENTERS BY THE DEPARTMENT OF HEALTH, AND FOR
OTHER PURPOSES. "

Subtitle
“TO PROVI DE FOR THE REGULATI ON OF
FREE- STANDI NG Bl RTHI NG CENTERS BY THE
DEPARTMENT OF HEALTH'

BE | T ENACTED BY THE GENERAL ASSEMBLY OF THE STATE OF ARKANSAS

SECTION 1. As used in this act:

(1) "Free-standing birthing center" nmeans any facility, institution, or

pl ace, which is not an anmbul atory surgical center or a hospital or in a

hospital, organized to provide fanmly-centered maternity care for wonen and

chil dbearing fanmilies in which births are planned to occur in a hone-like

at nosphere away fromthe not hersHd usual residence following a | owrisk

pregnancy; and

(2) "Lowrisk pregnancy" neans a normal unconplicated pregnancy as

deternmined by a generally accepted course of prenatal care and expectation of

a normal unconplicated birth as defined by reasonabl e and generally accepted

criteria of maternal and fetal health.

SECTION 2. (a) A free-standing birthing center shall have a qualified

nmedi cal director, and deliveries shall be perfornmed by a qualified physician

or by a Certified Nurse Mdwife in accordance with an arrangenent with a

physi cian as required by the Arkansas Nurse Practice Act, Arkansas Code

Annot ated 60 17-87-101, et seq.
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As Engrossed: H3/5/97 HB 1893

(b) A nother and her infant shall be dismissed froma free-standing

birthing center within twenty-four (24) hours of the admi ssion

SECTION 3. (a) The Departnment of Health shall establish and enforce

regul ati ons:

(1) setting mininum standards for the construction, maintenance,

and operation of a free-standing birthing center; and

(2) setting qualifications for nedical directors of free-standing

birthing centers and for physicians who will performdeliveries in

free-standing birthing centers.

(b) A free-standing birthing center shall neet life safety code and

constructi on standards devel oped by the National Fire Protection Association

and shall conply with regul ati ons devel oped by the Departnent of Health.

SECTION 4. Nothing in this act shall be construed to prohibit the

lawful practice of lay midwifery ipn any location under Arkansas Code Annot ated
66 17-85-101, et seq.

SECTION 5. The Health Department may |l evy and collect a fee for the

i ssuance of an annual license to a freestanding birthing center. The license

fee for a freestanding birthing center shall be an annual fee of one thousand
dollars ($1, 000).

SECTION 6. Al provisions of this act of a general and permanent nature
are anendatory to the Arkansas Code of 1987 Annotated and the Arkansas Code

Revi si on Comni ssi on shall incorporate the sane in the Code.

SECTION 7. If any provision of this act or the application thereof to
any person or circunstance is held invalid, such invalidity shall not affect
ot her provisions or applications of the act which can be given effect w thout
the invalid provision or application, and to this end the provisions of this

act are declared to be severable.

SECTION 8. Al laws and parts of laws in conflict with this act are

her eby repeal ed.
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As Engrossed: H3/5/97

/ s/ Rep.

Judy Smith

HB 1893
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