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Stricken language would be deleted from present law. Underlined language would be added to present law.

State of Arkansas As Engrossed: H3/19/97
81st General Assembly A BI”
Regular Session, 1997 HOUSE BILL 1975

By: Representative Choate

By: Senator Argue

For An Act To Be Entitled
"AN ACT TO PROVI DE FI NANCI AL | NCENTI VES FOR NATI ONAL BOARD
CERTI FI CATI ON OF TEACHERS; AND FOR OTHER PURPOSES. "

Subtitle
“TO PROVI DE FOR FI NANCI AL | NCENTI VES FOR
NATI ONAL BOARD CERTI FI CATI ON OF
TEACHERS. "

BE | T ENACTED BY THE GENERAL ASSEMBLY OF THE STATE OF ARKANSAS

SECTION 1. The National Board for Professional Teaching Standards

("NBPTS") was established in 1987 as an i ndependent nonprofit organi zation to

establish high and rigorous standards for teachers; to devel op and operate a

nati onal voluntary systemto assess and certify teachers who neet these

st andards; and advance rel ated education reforns for the purpose of inproving

student learning in the United States. |In order to apply for the NBPTS

certification process, the NBPTS requires teachers to have three (3) years or

nore of teaching experience, to have graduated from an accredited coll ege or

university, and to possess a valid state teaching license. A teacher may

become NBPTS certified by successfully conpleting a year-long certification

process in which the teacher nmust develop a portfolio of student work and

vi deot apes of teaching and | earning activities for NBPTS review, participate

in the NBPTS assessnent center sinmulation exercises, and successfully pass an

exani nation testing content know edge.

SECTION 2. (a) The State Departnment of Education shall pay one-half

(1/2) of the NBPTS participation fee and provide, if determ ned to be
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As Engrossed: H3/19/97 HB 1975

necessary by the State Departnment of Education, substitute pay for a maxi num

of three (3) days of approved paid | eave for teachers participating in the

NBPTS program A teacher shall have conpleted at | east three (3) years

teaching in the Arkansas public school system before applying for NBPTS

assi stance under this act, and shall not have previously received state

funding for participation in any certification area in the NBPTS program

(b) A teacher who receives state noneys for the NBPTS participation

fee, but who does not conplete the certification process or who becones

certified but does not teach in the Arkansas public school systemfor two (2)

continuous school years after receiving the NBPTS certification, shall repay

the state the amount it contributed to the NBPTS participation fee.

(1) Repaynment of noneys contributed by the state are not required

if the teacher does not conplete the NBPTS certification process or does not

teach in the Arkansas public school systemfor two (2) continuous school years

after conpleting the certification process due to the death or disability of

the teacher or other extenuating circunstances as may be recogni zed by the

State Board of Educati on.

(c) Provisions of this act shall apply only to the extent that funds

are appropriated to the Departnent of Education to pay for these provisions.

SECTION 3. Al provisions of this act of a general and permanent nature
are anendatory to the Arkansas Code of 1987 Annotated and the Arkansas Code

Revi si on Comni ssi on shall incorporate the sane in the Code.

SECTION 4. If any provision of this act or the application thereof to
any person or circunstance is held invalid, such invalidity shall not affect
ot her provisions or applications of the act which can be given effect w thout
the invalid provision or application, and to this end the provisions of this

act are declared to be severable.
SECTION 5. Al laws and parts of laws in conflict with this act are

her eby repeal ed.

/ s/ Rep. Choate
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