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Stricken language would be deleted from present law. Underlined language would be added to present law.

State of Arkansas As Engrossed: H3/11/97
81st General Assembly A BI”
Regular Session, 1997 HOUSE BILL 2017

By: Representative Stalnaker

For An Act To Be Entitled
"AN ACT TO AMEND ARKANSAS CODE 7-5-418 CONCERNI NG EARLY
VOTI NG, AND FOR OTHER PURPOSES. "

Subtitle
" AN ACT CONCERNI NG EARLY VOTI NG, "

BE | T ENACTED BY THE GENERAL ASSEMBLY OF THE STATE OF ARKANSAS

SECTION 1. Arkansas Code 7-5-418 is anended to read as foll ows:

#7-5-418. Early voting.

(a) Early voting shall be available to any qualified el ector who
applies at the office of the county clerk during regular office hours,
begi nning fifteen (15) days before an election and ending on the day before
el ection day at the tine the county clerk's office regularly closes.

(b)(1) In any county contai ning one hundred fifty thousand (150, 000)

regi stered voters or nore, the county board of el ection commi ssioners my

decide to hold early voting at additional polling sites outside the offices of

the county clerk, and to include the additional voting locations for a maxi num

of fifteen (15) days, but fewer if it so chooses by mpjority vote. The county

board of el ection conm ssioners shall determ ne by unani nbus vote the |ocation

of additional polling sites for early voting. The county clerk shall publish

the location of additional early voting polling sites in a newspaper of

general circulation at least five (5) days before early voting begins.

(2) The county board of el ection conm ssioners shall select the

nunber of election officials necessary to adequately staff the additiona

early voting polling site or sites as in any other el ection.

(3) The county board of el ection conm ssioners shall notify the

county clerk of its decision to hold early voting at additional polling sites
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As Engrossed: H3/11/97 HB 2017

outside the office of the county clerk within ten (10) days of the decision

If the county board of election comr ssioners decides to hold early voting at

additional polling sites outside the office of county clerk, the county clerk

may choose not to hold early voting within the office of the county clerk

The county clerk shall notify the county board of el ection comi ssioners

within ten (10) days of the receipt of notice fromthe county board of

el ecti on conm ssioners regarding early voting at additional polling sites.

(5> (4) The early voting election official shall record the date

on all pages of the early voting roster or early voting request form and keep

a daily record of the nunber of early ballots cast.

{8 (5) The county board of el ection conm ssioners nmay vote to

extend the normal hours for voting during early voting. The county clerk

shall publish the additional hours for early voting with the | ocation of

additional early voting polling sites in a newspaper of general circulation at

| east five (5) days before early voting begins.

—{b)(c) Before a person is permtted to cast an early vote, the county

clerk or election official shall

(1) Request the voter to identify hinmself by stating his nane,
date of birth, and address in order to verify his registration;

(2) If the voter's name or address is not the same as that in the
county voter registration record files, request the voter to conplete an
updat ed voter registration application form

(3) Request the voter to sign an early voting roster or early
voting request formand print his name, address, and the date on the roster or
form and

(4) Enter the voter's precinct nunber on the early voting roster
or early voting request form
——+{6)(d) If the voter is not listed in the county voter registration
record files and the county clerk is unable to verify the voter's registration
and the voter contends that he or she is eligible to vote, then the voter nay
vote a chall enged ballot which shall only be counted upon verification of the
voter's registration status.

—{d)y(e) The county clerk or county board of el ection conm ssioners shal

furnish voting locations that adequately allow the early voter to personally
and secretly execute his or her ballot.
—{e)(f) Upon casting his or her ballot, the voter shall then deposit the
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As Engrossed: H3/11/97 HB 2017
ball ot and the stub in the appropriate box in the same nanner as for votes
cast on the day of the el ection.

—+(£)(g) Early votes shall be nmintained in the same panner and counted

at the sanme tine as vetes—east—onthe—day—oftheeleection absentee ballots.

(h) Except as provided in this section, early voting shall be conducted

in the sane manner as voting on election day. Conduct that is prohibited or

restricted on election day shall be subject to the sane prohibitions and

restrictions on the days on which early voting is conducted. =

SECTI ON 2. Al'l provisions of this act of a general and per manent
nature are anmendatory to the Arkansas Code of 1987 Annotated and the Arkansas

Code Revi sion Conmi ssion shall incorporate the sane in the Code.

SECTION 3. If any provision of this act or the application thereof to
any person or circunstance is held invalid, such invalidity shall not affect
ot her provisions or applications of the act which can be given effect w thout
the invalid provision or application, and to this end the provisions of this

act are declared to be severable.
SECTION 4. Al laws and parts of laws in conflict with this act are

her eby repeal ed.

/ s/ Rep. Stal naker
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