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Stricken language would be deleted from present law. Underlined language would be added to present law.

State of Arkansas As Engrossed: H3/6/97
81st General Assembly A Bl”
Regular Session, 1997 HOUSE BILL 2026

By: Representatives Ferguson and Angel

For An Act To Be Entitled
“AN ACT TO AMEND ARKANSAS CODE TI TLE 6, CHAPTER 1,
SUBCHAPTER 1 TO PROHI BI T DI SCRI M NATI ON OF RESI DENTS WHO
ATTEND A SECONDARY SCHOOL OUTSI DE THE STATE; TO AMEND
ARKANSAS CODE 6- 82- 904, 6-82-1005 (b), AND 6-82-1302 (c)
TO CONFORM W TH THI'S ACT; AND FOR OTHER PURPCSES. "

Subtitle
“AN ACT TO PROHI BI T DI SCRI M NATI ON OF
RESI DENTS WHO ATTEND A SECONDARY SCHOOL
OUTSI DE THE STATE."

BE | T ENACTED BY THE GENERAL ASSEMBLY OF THE STATE OF ARKANSAS

SECTION 1. Arkansas Code Title 6, Chapter 1, Subchapter 1 is anmended to

add the foll owi ng new section:

¥6-1-103. Discrimnation of residents attending out-of-state secondary
school s.

(a) It is found and determ ned by the General Assenbly that the state
of Arkansas seeks to further the educational opportunities of residents of

this state by providing schol arshi ps and state educational programs; and that

no state purpose is furthered in excluding applicants who, while residing in

the state, attend a secondary school in another state. Therefore, the purpose

of this act is to ensure that such residents have an equal opportunity for

schol arshi ps and educational prograns of this state.

(b) No officer, agency, or institution of the state of Arkansas shal

establish criteria for eligibility for a scholarship or an educati onal program

of the state that would require an applicant to attend or graduate froma

secondary school |located in Arkansas. Nothing in this section shall be
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As Engrossed: H3/6/97 HB 2026

construed to prohibit an officer, agency, or institution of the state of

Arkansas fromrequiring an applicant to be a resident of this state at the

time he or she attended or graduated from secondary school .=

SECTION 2. Arkansas Code 6-82-904 is anended to read as foll ows:

¥6-82-904. Eligible students.

Opportunity schol arshi ps shall be awarded, contingent upon state funds
beconmi ng available, to all eligible students:

(1) Who have applied for this scholarship in accordance with procedures
established by the Department of Hi gher Educati on;

(2) Wo live in Arkansas;

(3) Who have graduated from an accredited secondary school in-Arkansas
or have passed the General Educational Devel opment test and received a high
school equival ency dipl ong;

(4) Who have denonstrated financial need; and

(5) For whom a local matching schol arship award has been nmade avail abl e
by a school or conmmunity foundation in conpliance with the Departnent s
publ i shed guidelines for the establishnment and operation of these |oca

private schol arship funds. =

SECTI ON 3. Arkansas Code 6-82-1005 (b) is anmended to read as follows:
"(b)(1) A student shall be eligible for an award fromthis programif
he or she neets all of these criteria:

(A) The recipient shall have graduated from an-Arkansas
hi gh school on or after March 5, 1991, and within twenty-four (24) nonths of
enrolling as a full-time first-time freshman at an approved institution of
hi gher education; and

(B) The recipient shall have been a resident of the State
of Arkansas for at |least twelve (12) nonths prior to graduation from an
Arkansas hi gh school, and the recipient's parent or parents or guardian or
guardi ans shall have mai ntai ned Arkansas residency for the sanme period of
time; and

(C) The recipient nust be a citizen of the United States or
be a permanent resident alien; and

(D) The recipient nust be accepted for adnmi ssion at an

approved institution of higher education as a full-tine first-time freshnman,
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As Engrossed: H3/6/97 HB 2026
as defined by the Departnent of H gher Education, and rmust enroll in an
approved institution within twenty-four (24) nonths of high school graduation;
and

(E) The recipient nmust have successfully conpleted the

precollegiate or technical preparation core curriculum established by the

State Board of Education and State Board of Hi gher Education pursuant to £56-

61-111, 6-61-217, and 6-61-218—ahRd—6-18-101(b){(2)— For the purpeses—ofthis

(2) Further, the recipient nust satisfy these criteria:

(A) The recipient nust have achi eved a grade point average
of 2.5 on a 4.0 scale in the set of core curriculumcourses; and

(B) The recipient nust score nineteen (19) or above on the
American Col |l ege Test Conmposite, or the equival ent as defined by the

Depart nent of Hi gher Educati on.

(3) The student nust denmonstrate financial need as defined by the
Depart ment of Hi gher Education. |In calculating student financial need for
applicants who graduate from an—Arkansas high school after May 1, 1991, the

following criteria shall be used:

(A) An applicant whose fanm |y includes one (1)
unemanci pated child under the age of twenty-one (21) shall have average famly
adj usted gross i nconme over the previous two (2) years not exceeding thirty-
five thousand dollars ($35,000) per year at the tine of application to the
program |f the applicant is an adopted child who was at |east twelve (12)
years of age at the time of adoption, and the applicant's fam |y includes one
(1) unenmanci pated adopted child under twenty-one (21) years of age, the
adoptive fam|ly's average adjusted gross incone for the previous two (2) years
shal | not exceed forty thousand dollars ($40,000) per year

(B) An applicant whose fanm |y includes two (2)
unemanci pated chil dren under the age of twenty-one (21) shall have average
fam |y adjusted gross income over the previous two (2) years not exceedi ng
forty thousand dollars ($40,000) per year at the time of application to the
program |f the applicant is an adopted child who was at |east twelve (12)

years of age at the time of adoption, and the applicant's famly includes two
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As Engrossed: H3/6/97 HB 2026
(2) unenmanci pated adopted children under twenty-one (21) years of age, the
adoptive fam|ly's average adjusted gross incone for the previous two (2) years
shal | not exceed fifty thousand dollars ($50,000) per year

(C© An applicant whose famly includes three (3) or nore
unemanci pated chil dren under the age of twenty-one (21) shall have average
fam |y adjusted gross income over the previous two (2) years not exceedi ng
forty-five thousand dollars ($45,000) per year at the tinme of application to
the program plus, for famlies with nore than three (3) unenanci pated
children under the age of twenty-one (21), an additional five thousand dollars
($5,000) per year for each additional child. If the applicant is an adopted
child who was at |east twelve (12) years of age at the time of adoption, and
the applicant's fanmly includes three (3) unemanci pated adopted children under
twenty-one (21) years of age, the adoptive famly's average adjusted gross
i ncome for the previous two (2) years shall not exceed sixty thousand dollars
($60,000) per year, plus, for fanmilies with nore than three (3) unenanci pated
adopted chil dren under the age of twenty-one (21), an additional ten thousand
dol I ars ($10,000) per year for each additional child.

(D) Any applicant whose famly includes nmore than one (1)
unemanci pated child under the age of twenty-one (21) enrolled full tinme at an
approved institution of higher education shall be entitled to an additiona
ten thousand dollars ($10,000) of adjusted gross income when the Departnment of

Hi gher Education cal cul ates financial need."

SECTI ON 4. Arkansas Code 6-82-1302 (c) is anmended to read as foll ows:
d(c) A student shall be eligible for an initial scholarship award from
this programif he or she neets all of the following criteria:

(1) The recipient shall be at |east eighteen (18) years of age
and a graduate of a public high school |ocated in the Arkansas Delta region,
as defined by the Departnent of H gher Education;

(2) The recipient shall have a m ninum cunul ati ve grade poi nt
average in high school of 2.0;

(3) The recipient shall have been a resident of the State of
Arkansas for at least twelve (12) nonths prior to graduation from high school
and

(4) The recipient nust be accepted for adnission at the

University of Arkansas at Pine Bluff as a first-time entering freshman. =
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As Engrossed: H3/6/97 HB 2026

SECTI ON 5. Al'l provisions of this act of a general and per manent
nature are anmendatory to the Arkansas Code of 1987 Annotated and the Arkansas

Code Revi sion Conmi ssion shall incorporate the sanme in the Code.

SECTION 6. If any provision of this act or the application thereof to
any person or circunstance is held invalid, such invalidity shall not affect
ot her provisions or applications of the act which can be given effect w thout
the invalid provision or application, and to this end the provisions of this

act are declared to be severable.

SECTION 7. Al laws and parts of laws in conflict with this act are

her eby repeal ed.

/ s/ Rep. Ferguson, et a

0304971536.mih041



