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Stricken language would be deleted from present law. Underlined language would be added to present law.

State of Arkansas

81st General Assembly A B I II

Regular Session, 1997 HOUSE BILL 2060

By: Representative Wooldridge

For An Act To Be Entitled
“AN ACT TO AMEND ARKANSAS CODE ANNCTATED 65 9-9-501 AND
9-9-505 TO SPECI FY THE | NFORMATI ON TO BE | NCLUDED I N THE
MEDI CAL AND GENETI C HI STORY THAT |'S REQUI RED TO BE
COWPI LED ON AN ADOPTEE; AND FOR OTHER PURPOSES. "

Subtitle
“TO SPECI FY THE | NFORMATI ON TO BE
I NCLUDED | N THE MEDI CAL AND GENETI C
HI STORY THAT |'S REQUI RED TO BE COWPI LED
ON AN ADOPTEE. "

BE | T ENACTED BY THE GENERAL ASSEMBLY OF THE STATE OF ARKANSAS:

SECTION 1. Arkansas Code Annotated 8 9-9-501 is anended to read as
fol | ows:

"9-9-501. Definitions.

As used in this subchapter, unless the context otherw se requires:

(1) Adoptee neans a person who has been legally adopted in this state;

(2) Administrator neans the person charged with maintenance and
supervision of the registry and may i nclude the adm nistrator's agents,
enpl oyees, and desi gnees;

(3) Adoption neans the judicial act of creating the rel ationship of
parent and child where it did not exist previously;

(4) Adoptive parent neans an adult who has becone a parent of a child
through the | egal process of adoption;

(5) Adult neans a person twenty-one (21) or nore years of age;

(6) Agency neans any public or voluntary organi zation |icensed or

approved pursuant to the laws of any jurisdiction within the United States to
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pl ace children for adoption;
(7 Birth parent neans:

(A) The man or worman deenmed or adjudi cated under |aws of a
jurisdiction of the United States to be the father or nother of genetic origin
of a child; or

(B) A putative father of a child if his name appears on the
original sealed birth certificate of the child or if he has been alleged by
the birth nother to be and has in witing acknow edged being the child's
bi ol ogi cal father. A putative father who has denied or refused to admt
paternity shall be deemed not to be a birth parent in the absence of an
adj udi cati on under the laws of a jurisdiction of the United States that he is
the biol ogical father of the child;

(8) Genetic—and-social Social history means a conprehensive report,
when obtainable, on the birth parents, siblings of the birth parents, if any,
other children of either birth parent, if any, and any parents of the birth

parents, which shall contain the follow ng information

D}(A) Height, weight, eye color, and hair color

E}(B) Where appropriate, |evels of educational and professiona

achi evenent ;

E}(C) Ethnic origins; and
)

G-(D) Religion, if any;

(9) Heal th and genetic history means a conprehensive report of the

history health of the child and the birth parents of the child and ot her

famly menbers of the child which shall include all of the following if

reasonabl y obt ai nabl e:

(A) the date, tine, and place of birth of the child, including

the hospital, city, county, and state;

(B) an account of the childs prenatal care;

(C) the childs nedical condition at birth;

(D) any drugs or nedications taken by the childs birth nother

during pregnancy;
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(E) any nedical, psychol ogical, psychiatric, or denta

exani nati on and di agnosi s subsequent to the childs birth;

(F) any psychol ogi cal eval uati on done when the child was under

the jurisdiction of the court;

(G any neglect or physical, sexual, or enptional abuse suffered
by the child;

(H a record of any immuni zations and health care the child

received while in foster or other care;

(1) any known hereditary condition or disease;

(J) the health of each birth parent at the childs birth;

(KY a summary of any nmedical, psychological, or psychiatric

eval uati on of each parent at the time of placenent;

(L) if a birth parent is deceased, the cause of and the age of

the birth parent at death;

(10) Mut ual consent voluntary adoption registry or registry neans a
pl ace provided for in this subchapter where eligible persons nay indicate
their willingness to have their identity and whereabouts disclosed to each
ot her under conditions specified in this subchapter; and

(11) Put ative father neans any man not deened or adjudi cated under the
laws of the jurisdiction of the United States to be the father of genetic
origin of a child who clains or is alleged to be the father of genetic origin
of the child."

SECTION 2. Arkansas Code Annotated 8 9-9-505 is anended to read as
fol | ows:

"9-9-505. Conpilation of nonidentifying history.

(a) Prior to placenent of a child for adoption, the birth parent or
guardi an, the |icensed adoption agency or, where an agency is not involved,

the person, entity, or organization handling the adoption shall conpile and
provide to the prospective adoptive parents a detailed, witten health and
genetic history and geretic—anrd social history of the child which exeludes is

reasonably obtainable fromthe birth parents, relatives or guardi an of the

child, fromany person who has had physical custody of the child for thirty

(30) days or nore, or from any person who has provided health, psychol ogi cal

educational, or other services to the child. The witten health and genetic

hi story and social history shall exclude information which would identify
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birth parents or nenbers of a birth parent's famly and which shall be set
forth in a docunment that is separate from any docunent containing such
i dentifying information.

(b) Records containing the nonidentifying information health history

and genetic history and social history of the adoptee and which are set forth

on a docunent that is separate from any docunment containing identifying data:
(1) Shall be retained by the agency or, when no agency is
i nvol ved, by the person, entity, or organization handling the adoption, for
ninety-nine (99) years. If the agency or person, entity, or organization who
handl ed the adoption ceases to function, that agency or internediary shal
transfer records containing the nonidentifying information on the adoptee to
the Departnent of Human Services, except that a |icensed agency ceasing
operation may transfer the records to another licensed agency within this
state, but only if the agency transferring the records gives notice of the
transfer to the Departnment of Human Services; and
(2) Shall be avail abl e upon request, throughout the tine
specified in subdivision (1) of this subsection, together with any additiona
noni dentifying informati on which may have been added on health and genetic
hi story or on genetic—and social history, but which excludes informtion
identifying any birth parent or nenber of a birth parent's fanmly or the
adoptee or any adoptive parent of the adoptee, to the foll owi ng persons only:
(A) The adoptive parents of the child or, in the event of

death of the adoptive parents, the child's guardian;

(B) The adoptee upon reaching the age of eighteen (18)
years;

(© In the event of the death of the adoptee, the adoptee's
spouse as the | egal parent of the adoptee's child, or the guardian of any

child of the adoptee;
(D) The birth parent of the adoptee.
(c) The actual and reasonabl e cost of providing nonidentifying health
and genetic history and genetic—and social history shall be paid by the person

requesting the information."

SECTION 3. Al provisions of this act of a general and permanent nature
are anendatory to the Arkansas Code of 1987 Annotated and the Arkansas Code

Revi si on Comni ssi on shall incorporate the sane in the Code.
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SECTION 4. If any provision of this act or the application thereof to
any person or circunstance is held invalid, such invalidity shall not affect
ot her provisions or applications of the act which can be given effect w thout
the invalid provision or application, and to this end the provisions of this

act are declared to be severable.

SECTION 5. Al laws and parts of laws in conflict with this act are

her eby repeal ed.
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