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Stricken language would be deleted from present law. Underlined language would be added to present law.

State of Arkansas

81st General Assembly A BI II

Regular Session, 1997 HOUSE BILL 2068

By: Representative Thicksten

By: Senator Harriman

For An Act To Be Entitled
"AN ACT TO ESTABLI SH WESTARK COVMUNI TY COLLEGE AS A UNI QUE
COVMMUNI TY COLLEGE; AND FOR OTHER PURPOSES. "

Subtitle
"AN ACT TO ESTABLI SH WESTARK COMMUNI TY
COLLEGE AS A UNI QUE COVMUNI TY COLLEGE."

BE | T ENACTED BY THE GENERAL ASSEMBLY OF THE STATE OF ARKANSAS

SECTION 1. In order to encourage the redesign of higher education in

ar kansas, Westark Community College is hereby established as a "uni que

community college," a conmunity coll ege that predom nantly offers one and two-

year certificate and associ ate degrees and which also is authorized to offer

sel ect ed baccal aureate degrees.

SECTION 2. The prinmary purpose of the General Assenbly in establishing

Westark Conmunity Coll ege as a unique comunity college is to allow Westark to

serve as the states nodel for a "new coll ege" which includes a curriculum

whi ch shortens the | earning cycle for a baccal aureate degree fromthe nationa

average of nore than five (5) years to three (3) years and which reexani nes

and realigns instructional systens, schedul es, and processes in order to neet

the needs of an information and technol ogy-driven era. It is the intent of

the General Assenbly to linmt the designation "unique conmunity coll ege" to

Westark because of its location in the heart of the states | argest

manufacturing center, its enrollnent of over 3,000 full-tinme equival ent

students, and its local nillage rate of 5.25 to support the coll ege.

SECTI ON 3. Westark Community Coll ege is authorized to offer a
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baccal aureate degree programin Manufacturing Technol ogy and ot her sel ected

baccal aureat e degree prograns, not to exceed a total of nine (9) in nunber.

Each baccal aureate degree program offered by Westark must nmeet a denonstrated

demand of the area and industries served by the coll ege and be designed for

conpletion in less than four (4) years. After the first graduating class,

baccal aureate programs that have a job placenent rate or graduation rate of

fewer than nine (9) students per year for three (3) consecutive years will be

dropped. The preponderance of degrees offered by Westark (seventy-five

percent (75% or nore) shall be one-senester certificates of proficiency, one-

year technical certificates, and two-year associate of applied science and

arts degrees. Westark may continue to contract with other coll eges and

uni versities for the offering of courses and prograns through the Wstark

Uni versity Center which was approved by the Arkansas General Assenbly with the
enact ment of Act 259 of 1989.

SECTI ON 4. Westark shall seek a system c change in the current higher

education model by realigning its prograns to a nodel that neets the needs of

an information and technol ogy-driven era. Each educati onal program offered by

Westark, whether certificate, associate, or bachel or s degree, will have

clearly defined expectations of learners in terns of know edge, skills,

conpet enci es and capacities for further learning. Certification of mastery,

conpet ency and denonstrated capacities for individual graduates to "customer"

standards will be required, as opposed to outcones neasured solely by nunber

of courses taken, "seat tine," and grade point average. Students will be

actively involved in the |l earning process, with curricul um desi gned around

fewer |l ectures and nmore responsibility placed on the |earner and groups of

| ear ners.

SECTION 5. Westark is hereby authorized to experinment with and utilize

enpl oyment nodel s other than tenure to accombdate the devel opment and

delivery of curriculum such as the enploynment of new faculty on a twel ve-

mont h, forty-hour week basis, with rewards for adm nistrative staff and

faculty based upon results.

SECTION 6. Westark Conmunity Coll ege shall continue to be governed by

the Board of Trustees of the Sebastian Conmunity Junior College District,
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utilizing the adm nistrative staff and support services of Westark Community

Col | ege.

SECTION 7. Westark Conmunity Colleges participation in intercollegiate

athletic progranms shall continue to be limted to basketball, volleyball, and

spring sports.

SECTION 8. Al provisions of this act of a general and permanent nature
are anendatory to the Arkansas Code of 1987 Annotated and the Arkansas Code

Revi si on Comni ssi on shall incorporate the sane in the Code.

SECTION 9. If any provision of this act or the application thereof to
any person or circunstance is held invalid, such invalidity shall not affect
ot her provisions or applications of the act which can be given effect w thout
the invalid provision or application, and to this end the provisions of this

act are declared to be severable.

SECTION 10. All laws and parts of laws in conflict with this act are

her eby repeal ed.
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