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Stricken language would be deleted from present law. Underlined language would be added to present law.

State of Arkansas As Engrossed: H3/13/97
81st General Assembly A BIII
Regular Session, 1997 HOUSE BILL 2134

By: Representative Hendren

For An Act To Be Entitled
"AN ACT TO AMEND ARKANSAS CODE 12-29-201 TOLIMT
MERI TORI OUS GOOD TI ME FOR VI OLENT OFFENDERS; TO RESTRI CT
PAROLE FOR FELONI ES COMM TTED AFTER THE EFFECTI VE DATE OF
THI S ACT; AND FOR OTHER PURPOCSES. "

Subtitle
“AN ACT TO LIM T MERI TORI QUS GOOD TI ME
FOR VI OLENT OFFENDERS AND TO RESTRI CT
PAROLE FOR FELONI ES COVMM TTED AFTER THE
EFFECTI VE DATE OF THI'S ACT."

BE | T ENACTED BY THE GENERAL ASSEMBLY OF THE STATE OF ARKANSAS

SECTION 1. Arkansas Code 12-29-201 is amended to read as foll ows:

#12-29-201. Meritorious good tine.

(a) An inmate nay be entitled to neritorious good tinme reducing his
transfer eligibility date up to thirty (30) days for each nonth incarcerated
after inposition of sentence in one (1) of the units, facilities, and centers
mai nt ai ned by the Department of Correction or the Departnment of Comunity
Puni shrent .

(b) Meritorious good time shall be allocated under rules and
regul ati ons pronul gated by the Board of Correction and Conmunity Puni shnent
and adm ni stered by the respective departnent staff subject to the provisions
of this subchapter for good discipline, behavior, work practices, job
responsi bilities, and involvenment in rehabilitative activities while in the
custody of the Departnment of Correction or the Departnent of Community
Puni shrent .

(c) Meritorious good time will not be applied to reduce the length of a
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As Engrossed: H3/13/97 HB 2134
sent ence.

(d) Meritorious good tine shall apply to an inmate's transfer
eligibility date fromthe Department of Correction or a community puni shnent
facility.

(1) Meritorious good tinme shall under no circunstances reduce an
inmate's tine served in prison by nore than one-half (1/2) of the percentage

required by law for transfer eligibility. Meritorious good tine shall under no

ci rcunstances reduce an inmate's tine served in prison for a violent offence

by nore than one-fourth (1/4) of the percentage required by |law for transfer

eligibility.
(2) Meritorious good tinme shall under no circunstances reduce an
inmate's confinement in a community punishnent facility by nore than one-half

(1/2). Meritorious good tinme shall under no circunstances reduce an i nnmate's

confinenment in a community punishment facility for a violent offense by nore

than one-fourth (1/4).

(e)(1) The Department of Correction or the Department of Comunity
Puni shnment shall determine a date at which the i nmate who has acquired the
maxi mum anount of meritorious good time necessary is to be adnministratively
transferred to a less restrictive placenent or supervision level within the
Depart ment of Community Puni shrment.

(2) Such date will be determ ned in accordance with the policies
devel oped by the Arkansas Sentencing Comr ssion within the paranmeters all owed
by | aw.

(f)(1) Inmates under sentence of death or life inmprisonment wthout
parol e shall not be eligible for nmeritorious good time under this subchapter
but may be pardoned or have their sentences commuted by the Governor, as
provi ded by | aw.

(2) Inmates sentenced to life inprisonment shall not receive
meritorious good tine calculated on their sentences unless the sentence is
comuted to a termof years by executive clenmency.

(3) Upon comutation, the inmate shall be eligible to receive
meritorious good tine at the rate established by this subchapter

(g) For the purposes of this section, ®violent offensed includes any

of fense containing as an el enent of the offense the foll ow ng:

(1) The use of physical force;

(2) The use or threatened use of serious physical force;
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As Engrossed: H3/13/97 HB 2134

(3) The infliction of physical harm or

(4) The creation of a substantial risk of serious physical harm"

SECTION 2. A person who is convicted and incarcerated for a felony

conmitted on or after the effective date of this act shall be ineligible for

parol e except as provided by this section. Parole may be granted if the

Correction Board certifies that either the prison systemis overcrowded or

that there is not sufficient funds available to maintain the prison system

popul ation at the current level. The Post Prison Transfer Board shal

annually report to the Arkansas Legi sl ative Council the number of inmates

par ol ed pursuant to this section.

SECTION 2. Al provisions of this act of a general and permanent nature
are anendatory to the Arkansas Code of 1987 Annotated and the Arkansas Code

Revi si on Comni ssi on shall incorporate the sane in the Code.

SECTION 3. If any provision of this act or the application thereof to
any person or circunstance is held invalid, such invalidity shall not affect
ot her provisions or applications of the act which can be given effect w thout
the invalid provision or application, and to this end the provisions of this

act are declared to be severable.

SECTION 4. Al laws and parts of laws in conflict with this act are

her eby repeal ed.

/ s/ Rep. Hendren
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