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Stricken language would be deleted from present law. Underlined language would be added to present law.

State of Arkansas As Engrossed: H3/26/97
81st General Assembly A BI”
Regular Session, 1997 HOUSE BILL 2226

By: Representatives Faris and Rodgers
By: Senator Everett
For An Act To Be Entitled
"AN ACT TO CREATE THE JUDI Cl AL RESOURCES COUNCI L AND TO
AMVEND ARKANSAS CODE 10-2-124 AND 16-10-501 TO PROVI DE FOR
THE DUTI ES OF THE JUDI Cl AL RESOURCES COUNCI L; AND FOR
OTHER PURPOSES. "

Subtitle
"AN ACT TO CREATE THE JUDI Cl AL RESOURCES
COUNCI L. "

BE | T ENACTED BY THE GENERAL ASSEMBLY OF THE STATE OF ARKANSAS:

SECTION 1. (a) There is created the Judicial Resources Council to be

conposed of eleven (11) nenbers to be appointed as foll ows:

(1) The Chief Justice of the Supreme Court shall appoint four (4)

menbers who shall be judges of general jurisdiction;

(2) The Chairman of the House Judiciary Comrittee shall appoint

one (1) menmber of the House Judiciary Comittee;

(3) The Chairman of the Senate Judiciary Commttee shall appoint

one (1) menmber of the Senate Judiciary Conmittee; and

(4) The Governor shall appoint:

(A) One (1) practicing attorney fromthe first or second

congressional district;

(B) One (1) practicing attorney fromthe third or fourth

congressional district;

(C One (1) county judge;

(D) One (1) prosecuting attorney, recomended by the

Arkansas Prosecuting Attorneys Associ ation;

(E) One (1) nenber appointed fromthe general public.

(b) The nenbers of the Judicial Resources Council shall serve for terns
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As Engrossed: H3/26/97 HB 2226

of four (4) years. However the initial nmenbers shall deternmine their terms by

lot so that three (3) nmenbers have a termof one (1) year; four (4) nenbers

have a termof two (2) years; four (4) nmenbers have a termof three (3) years;

and four (4) menbers have a term of four (4) years.

(c) Vacancies shall be filled in the sane manner as for the initial

appoi nt nent s.

(d) The nenbers of the council shall annually el ect a chairman.

SECTION 2. Arkansas Code 10-2-124 is anended to read as foll ows:
#10-2-124. Bills introduced to change existing circuit and chancery
court districts.
— (&) Al bills introduced in either house of the General Assenbly to
change any of the existing circuit and chancery court districts through
redistricting or by providing additional judgeships shall be referred to the

Senate Judiciary Cormittee if the bill is fromthe Senate, or the House

Judiciary Conmittee if the bill is fromthe House of Representatives.

SECTI ON 3. Arkansas Code 16-10-501 is anmended to read as foll ows:

#16-10-501. Devel opment of criteria for new judgeships or redistricting.

(a) The Arkansas—Judicial Council Judicial Resources Council
hereinafter referred to as the 'council', is authorized anrd—di+rected—tso

chancery court districts of this state and to nake recommendati ons to the

regul ar or special session of the General Assenbly regardi ng the nunber and

boundaries of the circuit and chancery court districts in the state, the
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As Engrossed: H3/26/97 HB 2226
nunber and types of judges in each of such districts, and such other matters
regarding circuit and chancery courts in the state as it determ nes to be
appropri ate.

(b) In establishing recommending circuit and chancery court districts
of this state, the council shall take into consideration casel oad, geographic

area to be served by the respective circuit courts and chancery courts, and

such other matters as the council determ nes to be appropriate.

SECTION 4. Al provisions of this act of a general and permanent nature
are anendatory to the Arkansas Code of 1987 Annotated and the Arkansas Code

Revi si on Comni ssi on shall incorporate the sane in the Code.

SECTION 5. If any provision of this act or the application thereof to
any person or circunstance is held invalid, such invalidity shall not affect
ot her provisions or applications of the act which can be given effect w thout
the invalid provision or application, and to this end the provisions of this

act are declared to be severable.
SECTION 6. Al laws and parts of laws in conflict with this act are

her eby repeal ed.

/s/Rep. Faris et al
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