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State of Arkansas
81st General Assembly
Regular Session, 1997 H.C.R. 1027

By: Representatives Goodwin and Flanagin

HOUSE CONCURRENT RESOLUTION
REQUESTI NG THE HOUSE AND SENATE | NTERI M COWM TTEES ON
PUBLI C HEALTH, WELFARE AND LABOR TO CONDUCT A STUDY WHI CH
SHALL EXAM NE VARI OQUS | SSUES | N REGARD TO PUBLI C AND
PRI VATE | NSURANCE COVERAGE OF ASSI STI VE TECHNOLOGY
SERVI CES AND DEVI CES FOR PERSONS W TH DI SABI LI TI ES

Subtitle
REQUESTI NG A STUDY WHI CH SHALL EXAM NE
VARI OUS | SSUES | N REGARD TO PUBLI C AND
PRI VATE | NSURANCE COVERAGE OF ASSI STI VE
TECHNOLOGY SERVI CES AND DEVI CES FOR
PERSONS W TH DI SABI LI TI ES.

WHEREAS, the rapid growh of rehabilitation engi neering and the
devel opnent of assistive technol ogy services and devices can be a | eading
factor in increased i ndependence and functioning of persons with disabilities;
and

WHEREAS, inconsistencies may exist between the Arkansas Medicaid
programs coverage of assistive technology and requirenents set forth in
federal rules and regul ations, and these inconsistencies could jeopardize the
Arkansas Medicaid programs eligibility to receive federal financial
partici pation; and

WHEREAS, other states are devel oping projects for persons with
significant disabilities that can inpart information and nodel s about
transform ng Medicaid programs fromfee-for-service systens to capitated
managed care systems; and

WHEREAS, inproved access to health care services utilizing cost-

effective mechanisns is of continuing interest to the House and Senate
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H.C.R. 1027

Interim Committees on Public Health, Welfare and Labor

NOW THEREFORE,
BE | T RESOLVED BY THE HOUSE OF REPRESENTATI VES OF THE ElI GHTY- FI RST GENERAL
ASSEMBLY OF THE STATE OF ARKANSAS, THE SENATE CONCURRI NG THEREI N

THAT the House and Senate Interim Committees on Public Health, Welfare
and Labor conduct a study which shall exanmine the followi ng issues in regard
to coverage of medically necessary assistive technol ogy services and
devi ces/ durabl e nedi cal equiprment for adults with disabilities:

(1) permitting reinmbursenment of assistive technol ogy services and

devi ces/ durabl e nedi cal equi prent by the Arkansas Medi caid program and third-
party payors; and (2) identifying successful nmodels of assistive technol ogy
services delivery and financing.

BE | T FURTHER RESOLVED t hat the Increasing Capabilities Access Network
of the Arkansas Rehabilitation Services should assist the House and Senate
InterimConmittees on Public Health, Welfare and Labor in conducting the study
regardi ng assistive technol ogy services and devices and should, in conjunction
with the study, review any proposals or regulations affecting the provision of

assi stive technol ogy services and devices for persons with disabilities.
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