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State of Arkansas
81st General Assembly
Regular Session, 1997 H.R. 1007

By: Representative Willems

HOUSE RESOLUTION
REQUESTI NG THE HOUSE COWM TTEE ON PUBLI C HEALTH, WELFARE
AND LABOR TO CONDUCT A STUDY WHI CH SHALL EXAM NE VARI QUS
| SSUES | N REGARD TO THE PRACTI CE OF PHYSI Cl AN ASSI STANTS.

Subtitle
REQUESTI NG THE HOUSE COMM TTEE ON PUBLI C
HEALTH, WELFARE AND LABOR TO CONDUCT A
STUDY WHI CH SHALL EXAM NE VARI OUS | SSUES
I N REGARD TO THE PRACTI CE OF PHYSI Cl AN
ASS| STANTS.

WHEREAS, physician assistants are md-1evel health care practitioners

that have a great deal to offer the health care delivery systemin Arkansas;

WHEREAS, physician assistants are under-utilized in the State of

Ar kansas;

WHEREAS, the health care delivery systemin the State of Arkansas woul d

benefit from having nmore mid-1evel health care practitioners that could

i mprove access to health care services in a cost effective nmanner
NOW THEREFORE,
BE | T RESOLVED BY THE HOUSE OF REPRESENTATI VES OF THE El GHTY- FI RST GENERAL

ASSEMBLY OF THE STATE OF ARKANSAS

THAT the House Committee on Public Health, Welfare and Labor conduct a
study which shall examine the followi ng issues in regard to physician
assi stants:

(1) raising the licensing requirenents for physician assistants;
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(2) expanding the scope of practice of physician assistants to include
prescriptive authority, the ordering of rehabilitation/physical medicine
procedures, and participation in energency services when under the supervision
of a licensed physician;

(3) establishing advanced physician assistant specialties in
anest hesi ol ogy and pat hol ogy;

(4) authorizing and encouragi ng the enployrment of physician assistants
by the State of Arkansas;

(5) permtting reinbursement of the enpl oying physician for physician

assi stant services by the State Medicaid program and other third party payors.

FURTHER RESCOLVED

THAT the Arkansas State Medi cal Board shoul d assist the House Comittee
on Public Health, Wl fare and Labor in conducting the study regarding
physi ci an assistants and should, in conjunction with the study, review any

regul ations affecting the practice of physician assistants.
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