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State of Arkansas As Engrossed: H2/24/97
81st General Assembly
Regular Session, 1997 H.R. 1008

By: Representatives Faris, Rodgers, Jeffress, French, Ingram, Angel, Schexnayder, Lancaster, Horn, and Teague

HOUSE RESOLUTION
URGA NG THE ARKANSAS CONGRESSI ONAL DELEGATI ON TO EXPEDI TE
CHANGES WHI CH WOULD HELP PROVI DE EFFECTI VE RESPONSE TO THE
FI RE ANT PROBLEM

Subtitle
URG NG THE ARKANSAS CONGRESSI ONAL
DELEGATI ON TO EXPEDI TE CHANGES WHI CH
WOULD HELP PROVI DE EFFECTI VE RESPONSE TO
THE FI RE ANT PROBLEM

WHEREAS, fire ants have becone a costly problemin Arkansas; and

WHEREAS, any disturbance of a fire ant nound sends hundreds of workers
out to attack anything that noves; and

WHEREAS, fire ants have a pai nful and sonetinmes dangerous sting and
deat h has been known to result when toddlers fall on fire ant nounds and when
adul ts have extreme allergic reactions; and

WHEREAS, fire ants cause problens for farners, including the destruction
of crops and damage to farnmi ng equi pnment; and

WHEREAS, the spread of fire ants has reduced the popul ati on of native
ant species that are beneficial and can reduce or elininate other insects,
ground- nesting mammal s and birds that are inportant to the food chain; and

WHEREAS, fire ants have multiplied in an alarmi ng fashion and no
effective poison or other renedy is available to stop their spread; and

WHEREAS, the spread of fire ants each year nakes them a danger to nmany
nmor e peopl e; and

WHEREAS, the Environnental Protection Agency is not noving fast enough
to address the fire ant problem and puts too many barriers on property owners

who need to exterm nate these ants.
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As Engrossed: H2/24/97 H.R. 1008

NOW THEREFORE,
BE | T RESOLVED BY THE HOUSE OF REPRESENTATI VES OF THE ElI GHTY- FI RST GENERAL
ASSEMBLY OF THE STATE OF ARKANSAS:

THAT the nmenbers of the Arkansas General Assenbly hereby urge the
menbers of the Arkansas congressional delegation to work to secure changes
this year in Environnental Protection Agency policy to allow the citizens of
the state nmeasures to conbat fire ant infestations. The nmenbers of the
Arkansas congressi onal del egation are requested to keep the Departnent of
Forest Resources at the University of Arkansas at Monticell o informed about
progress nade toward addressing this problem since the Department is working

on the fire ant problemin the state.

BE | T FURTHER RESOLVED THAT the Chief Cerk of the House of
Representatives is requested to forward a copy of this Resolution to:
U.S. Senator Dale Bunmpers, U S. Senator Tim Hutchinson, U S. Representative
Marion Berry, U S. Representative Jay Dickey, U S. Representative Vic Snyder,
and U.S. Representative Asa Hutchinson.

/s/Rep. Faris, et al
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