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State of Arkansas
81st General Assembly
Regular Session, 1997 H.R. 1019

By: Representative McGehee

HOUSE RESOLUTION
REQUESTI NG THE HOUSE | NTERI M COVM TTEE ON PUBLI C
TRANSPORTATI ON TO CONDUCT A STUDY OF THE DESI RABI LI TY AND

FEASI BI LI TY OF REQUI RI NG FULLY REFLECTI VE FRONT AND REAR
LI CENSE PLATES TO BE | SSUED FOR MOTOR VEHI CLES | N ARKANSAS
AND TO REPORT | TS FI NDI NGS TO THE GOVERNOR, THE GENERAL
ASSEMBLY, THE STATE POLI CE, THE ARKANSAS SHERI FFS
ASSOCI ATI ON, THE ARKANSAS ASSOCI ATI ON OF CHI EFS OF POLI CE
AND THE ARKANSAS HI GHWAY AND TRANSPORTATI ON DEPARTMENT NO
LATER THAN JULY 1, 1998.
Subtitle
REQUESTI NG THE HOUSE | NTERI M COWM TTEE
ON PUBLI C TRANSPORTATI ON TO CONDUCT A
STUDY OF THE DESI RABI LI TY AND
FEASI BI LI TY OF REQUI RI NG FULLY
REFLECTI VE FRONT AND REAR LI CENSE PLATES
FOR MOTCOR VEHI CLES | N ARKANSAS
WHEREAS, reports fromthe Federal Bureau of Investigation reveal that
more than 1.6 mllion mtor vehicles are stolen each year; and
WHEREAS, these thefts represent a notor vehicle stolen every twenty-two
(22) seconds; and

WHEREAS, nonetary | osses from notor vehicle thefts exceed eight billion
dol I ars each year; and

VWHEREAS, vehicles often are stolen to be used in the conmi ssion of
serious crinmes such as robbery and hom ci de, and the quick recovery of such

vehi cl es can prevent these crines; and
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H.R. 1019

WHEREAS, similarities in the design features of many vehicl es make
positive identification most difficult; and

VWHEREAS, | aw enforcenment officers nost often neet stolen vehicles on the
hi ghway rather than overtaking them and

WHEREAS, fully reflectorized |icense plates are the sane col or day and
ni ght, thus enabling officers to deternmine quickly the state of registration
by the design and color of the plate; and

VWHEREAS, the Arkansas Association of Chiefs of Police, the Arkansas
Sheriffs Association, the Arkansas State Trooper Association, the Nationa
Associ ation of Chiefs of Police, the National Sheriffs Association, and the
Nati onal Trooper Coalition have all adopted resol utions supporting the use of
both front and rear fully reflective license plates on notor vehicles; and

WHEREAS, it is reported that thirty-two of the states already require
both front and rear fully reflective license plates; and

WHEREAS, the National Safety Council has determ ned that the use and
periodic reissuance of fully reflective front and rear |icense plates for
mot or vehicles is an integral part of any day-night conspicuity programfor

vehi cl e safety;

NOW THEREFORE,
BE | T RESOLVED BY THE HOUSE OF REPRESENTATI VES OF THE EI GHTY- FI RST GENERAL
ASSEMBLY OF THE STATE OF ARKANSAS

That the House Interim Comrittee on Public Transportation conduct a
study of the desirability and feasibility of requiring fully reflective front
and rear license plates to be issued for notor vehicles in Arkansas and to
report its findings to the Governor, the General Assenbly, the State Police,
the Arkansas Sheriffs Association, the Arkansas Association of Chiefs of
Police, and the Arkansas Hi ghway and Transportation Departnment no |l ater than

July 1, 1998.
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