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State of Arkansas
81st General Assembly
Regular Session, 1997 H.R. 1033

By: Representative McGinnis

HOUSE RESOLUTION
REQUESTI NG THE ARKANSAS ADVOCATES FOR CHI LDREN AND
FAM LI ES TO ENSURE THAT A COVPREHENSI VE CHI LD AND
ADOLESCENT NUTRI TI ON POLI CY BE DEVELOPED FOR THE STATE OF
ARKANSAS

Subtitle
REQUESTI NG THE ARKANSAS ADVOCATES FOR
CHI LDREN AND FAM LI ES TO ENSURE THAT A
COVPREHENSI VE CHI LD AND ADOLESCENT
NUTRI TI ON POLI CY BE DEVELOPED FOR THE
STATE OF ARKANSAS.

WHEREAS, nutrition and food security are critical to childrens growh,
devel opnent, and readi ness to |earn; and

WHEREAS, healthy eating patterns in chil dhood and adol escence pronote
optimal chil dhood health, growth, and intellectual devel opnent; prevent
i medi ate heal th probl enms, such as iron deficiency anem a, obesity, eating
di sorders, and dental caries; and may prevent long term health problens, such
as coronary heart disease, cancer, and strokes; and

WHEREAS, children who are mal nourished or hungry are unable to function

optimally in the classroomand are at risk of |ower achievenment in school; and

WHEREAS, the resultant dim nished future capacity of and opportunities
for these children will affect the states social and economic future; and

WHEREAS, the legislature finds that the state has an interest in hel ping
children have access to nutritious food and encouragenent to devel op healthy

eating behaviors, and to support this interest passed Arkansas Code § 6-18-
705(1991) and House Resolution 1020 and House Resol ution 1023 of 1995; and
WHEREAS, the programs essential to maxim zing nutrition assistance and

education for children and adol escents in the State of Arkansas are
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adm nistered by a variety of state agencies and many conmunity-based
organi zations, but there is no structure to pronote coordination, cooperation,
and resource devel opnent of goals and standards; and

WHEREAS, nmal nutrition and hunger are a threat to Arkansas children and
to the future of its citizenry; and

VWHEREAS, the Arkansas Advocates for Children and Fanilies has a
di stingui shed record of building consensus anong a wi de variety of stakehol der

on issues that affect childrens health and educati on

NOW THEREFORE,
BE | T RESOLVED BY THE HOUSE OF REPRESENTATI VES OF THE ElI GHTY- FI RST GENERAL
ASSEMBLY OF THE STATE OF ARKANSAS

THAT the Arkansas Advocates for Children and Fanmilies is requested to
ensure that a conprehensive child and adol escent nutrition policy for the

State of Arkansas be devel oped according to the follow ng guidelines:

(1) Agencies and organi zations should be invited to participate in
devel oping this policy. This should include: the Legislature; the Governor
the O fice of the Directors of the Departnments of Health, Education, and Hunan
Services; county and city officials; the Governor s Family Partnership
Council; the Arkansas Dietetic Association; the Arkansas School Food Service
Associ ation; the Arkansas Association of School Adm nistrators; the Arkansas
Educati on Associ ation; the Arkansas Childrens Hospital; Arkansas in Coalition
Agai nst Hunger; Cooperative Extension Service; University of Arkansas;
Arkansas Farm Bureau, parent-teacher associations; Head Start and other early
chi | dhood organi zati ons; and other rel evant organi zati ons. Representation
shoul d al so be assured for parents, teachers, school nurses, principals of
el ementary and secondary schools; superintendents of school districts,
directors of educational service cooperatives, adnministrators and nutrition
educators in county health and human service offices.

(2) The issues to be addressed include Dietary CGuidelines for
Americans, nutrition education, coordination of dietary and food sel ection

st andards across progranms, cultural aspects of eating, training of providers
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and educators, and public awareness.

(3) The policy recomrendati ons should rely on current funding sources,
resource coordination, and total funding needs.

(4) The policy should focus on prograns for children frombirth through
twel fth grade including educational settings, public health prograns, human
services prograns, and comunity prograns.

(5) A continuing review process should be incorporated into the policy.

BE I T FURTHER RESCOLVED

THAT the Arkansas Advocates for Children and Fanmilies will report to the
| egi sl ature by Decenber 15, 1997, outlining progress and providing
reconmendations for further action; and
BE I T FURTHER RESCOLVED

THAT a copy of this resolution be inmediately transmitted by the Speaker
of the House to the Executive Director of the Arkansas Advocates for Children

and Fam lies and the O fice of Governor
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