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Stricken language would be deleted from present law. Underlined language would be added to present law.

State of Arkansas

81st General Assembly A BI II

Regular Session, 1997 SENATE BILL 117

By: Senators Everett and Roebuck

For An Act To Be Entitled
"AN ACT TO CREATE A NEW Cl RCUl T- CHANCERY JUDGESHI P I N THE
SECOND JUDI Cl AL DI STRI CT; AND FOR OTHER PURPOSES. "

Subtitle
“TO CREATE A NEW Cl RCUI T- CHANCERY
JUDGESHI P | N THE SECOND JUDI Cl AL
DI STRICT. "

BE | T ENACTED BY THE GENERAL ASSEMBLY OF THE STATE OF ARKANSAS

SECTION 1. (a) Effective inmediately upon passage and approval of this

act, there is hereby created in the Second Judicial District an additiona

circuit-chancery judgeship, which shall have jurisdiction in law, equity, and

probat e.

(b) As soon as possible after the effective date of this act, the
Governor shall appoint a qualified person to tenporarily fill the Second
Judicial District circuit-chancery judgeship created herein, and the appointed

person shall serve until Decenber 31, 1998, or until a successor has been

el ected and qualified, whichever occurs |ast.

(c) The qualified electors of the Second Judicial District shall el ect

the additional circuit-chancery judge created herein at the Novenber 1998

general election to take office on January 1, 1999. The additional judge

shall be elected at |large and shall satisfy the sanme qualifications for

hol di ng office and shall receive the same sal ary, expenses, and other

al | owmances as provided by law for judges of the circuit-chancery courts. The

judge shall serve for elected ternms of four (4) years.

(d) Wth the consideration of the creation of this judgeship, the

Ceneral Assenbly is aware of the requirenents of the federal Voting Rights Act
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and the consent decree entered in Eugene Hunt, et al. vs. State of Arkansas,

et al. After thorough review of the caseload statistics fromthe Second

Judicial Circuit, the distribution of these cases between the various counties

within the judicial circuit, the denpgraphic makeup of the general voting age

popul ation and the licensed attorneys within the district, the recent

decisions of the U S. Suprene Court interpreting the requirenents of the

federal |aw, and based upon the recomendati on of the Arkansas Judici al

Council, the judgeship is to be elected in the nanner and as specified in

subsection (c) herein.

SECTION 2. The counties which conprise the Second Judicial District

shall provide courtroomand office facilities and supplies for the judge of

the circuit-chancery judgeship created by this act, which shall be paid out of

the county treasuries in the sane manner as ot her demands agai nst the

counties, out of funds appropriated by the respective quorumcourts of the

counties for such purposes.

SECTION 3. There shall be provided for the judge of the circuit-

chancery judgeship created by this act a court reporter and a trial court

adm ni strative assistant whose salaries shall be fixed and paid in the manner

provi ded by law for court reporters and trial court admnistrative assistants

of the circuit-chancery courts of this state.

SECTION 4. Al provisions of this act of a general and permanent nature
are anendatory to the Arkansas Code of 1987 Annotated and the Arkansas Code

Revi si on Comni ssi on shall incorporate the sane in the Code.

SECTION 5. If any provision of this act or the application thereof to
any person or circunstance is held invalid, such invalidity shall not affect
ot her provisions or applications of the act which can be given effect w thout
the invalid provision or application, and to this end the provisions of this

act are declared to be severable.

SECTION 6. Al laws and parts of laws in conflict with this act are

her eby repeal ed.
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SB 117
SECTION 7. EMERGENCY. It is hereby found and determ ned by the Eighty-
First General Assenbly of the State of Arkansas that the casel oad of the

Second Judicial District necessitates the appoi ntnent of an additiona

circuit-chancery judge i nmediately. Therefore, an energency is hereby

declared to exist and this act being i medi ately necessary for the

preservation of the public peace, health and safety shall beconme effective on

the date of its approval by the Governor. |If the bill is neither approved nor

vetoed by the Governor, it shall becone effective on the expiration of the

period of time during which the Governor may veto the bill. |If the bill is

vetoed by the Governor and the veto is overridden, it shall becone effective

on the date the | ast house overrides the veto.

0116971156.vjf569



