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Stricken language would be deleted from present law. Underlined language would be added to present law.

State of Arkansas

81st General Assembly A B I II

Regular Session, 1997 SENATE BILL 131

By: Senator Dowd

For An Act To Be Entitled
"AN ACT TO AMEND ARKANSAS CODE ANNOTATED § 5-73-309 TO
PROVI DE FOR RECI PROCAL LI CENSI NG TO CARRY A CONCEALED
HANDGUN, AND FOR OTHER PURPCSES. "

Subtitle
"TO PROVI DE FOR RECI PROCAL LI CENSI NG TO

CARRY A CONCEALED HANDGUN'

BE | T ENACTED BY THE GENERAL ASSEMBLY OF THE STATE OF ARKANSAS:

SECTION 1. Arkansas Code Annotated 8§ 5-73-309 is anmended to read as
fol | ows:

"5-73-309. License - Requirenents.

The director shall issue a license if the applicant:

(a)(1)(A) Is a resident of the state and has been a resident
continuously for twelve (12) nmonths or |onger inmediately preceding the filing

of the application.
(B) Provided, this shall not apply to any retired city,
county, state, or federal |aw enforcenent officer

(2) |Is twenty-one (21) years of age or ol der

(3) Does not suffer froma nental or physical infirmty which
prevents the safe handling of a handgun and has not threatened or attenpted
sui ci de;

(4) Is not ineligible to possess a firearmby virtue of having
been convicted of a felony in a court of this state, of any other state, or of
the United States without having been pardoned for same and had firearns
possession rights restored;

(5)(A) Does not chronically or habitually abuse controlled
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SB 131
substances to the extent that his normal faculties are inpaired.

(B) It shall be presumed that an applicant chronically and
habi tual |y uses controll ed substances to the extent that his faculties are
impaired if the applicant has been voluntarily or involuntarily committed to a
treatment facility for the abuse of a controlled substance or been found
guilty of a crime under the provisions of the Uniform Controll ed Substances
Act, 8§ 5-64-101 et seq., or sinilar laws of any other state or the United
States relating to controlled substances within a three-year period
i medi ately preceding the date on which the application is submtted;

(6)(A) Does not chronically and habitually use al coholic
beverages to the extent that his nornmal faculties are inpaired.

(B) It shall be presumed that an applicant chronically and
habi tual |y uses al coholic beverages to the extent that his normal faculties
are inpaired if the applicant has been voluntarily or involuntarily conmtted
as an alcoholic to a treatnent facility or has been convicted of two (2) or
nore offenses related to the use of al cohol under the laws of this state or
simlar laws of any other state or the United States within the three-year
period i medi ately preceding the date on which the application is subnitted;

(7) Desires a legal nmeans to carry a conceal ed handgun to defend
hi nsel f;

(8) Has not been adjudicated nentally inconpetent;

(9) Has not been voluntarily or involuntarily conmritted to a
mental institution or mental health treatment facility;

(10) Is not a fugitive fromjustice;

(11) Has satisfactorily conmpleted a training course as prescribed
and approved by the director; and

(12) Signs a statenent of allegiance to the United States
Constitution, the Arkansas Constitution, and all federal and state courts—, or

(b) I's a person who has a valid license to carry a conceal ed handgun

i ssued by another state and the Director determnmines, wthout requiring the

person to neet the eligibility or fee requirenments, that:

(1) the eligibility requirements to obtain a license to carry a

conceal ed handgun i nposed by the other state are at |east as rigorous as the

eligibility requirenments inposed by this section; and

(2) the other state provides reciprocal licensing privileges to a

person who holds a license i ssued under this subchapter and who has applied
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for alicense to carry a conceal ed handgun in the other state."

SECTION 2. Al provisions of this act of a general and permanent nature
are anendatory to the Arkansas Code of 1987 Annotated and the Arkansas Code

Revi si on Comni ssi on shall incorporate the sane in the Code.

SECTION 3. If any provision of this act or the application thereof to
any person or circunstance is held invalid, such invalidity shall not affect
ot her provisions or applications of the act which can be given effect w thout
the invalid provision or application, and to this end the provisions of this

act are declared to be severable.

SECTION 4. Al laws and parts of laws in conflict with this act are

her eby repeal ed.
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