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Stricken language would be deleted from present law. Underlined language would be added to present law.

State of Arkansas As Engrossed: S2/5/97 S2/27/97 S3/5/97
81st General Assembly A Bl”
Regular Session, 1997 SENATE BILL 142

By: Senators Bearden and Boozman

By: Representatives Bryant and Curran

For An Act To Be Entitled
"AN ACT TO REDEFI NE THE PRACTI CE OF CERTI FI ED NURSE
ANESTHESI A; AND FOR OTHER PURPOSES. "

Subtitle
"TO REDEFI NE THE PRACTI CE OF CERTI FI ED
NURSE ANESTHESI A. "

BE | T ENACTED BY THE GENERAL ASSEMBLY OF THE STATE OF ARKANSAS

SECTION 1. Arkansas Code 17-87-102(3)(B) is anmended to read as foll ows:
"(B) Practice of certified registered nurse anesthesia means the
performance for conmpensati on of advanced nursing skills relevant to the
adm ni stration of anesthetics in collaboration with the presence of and under

thesupervisionof a |licensed physician, e+ |licensed dentist, or other person
lawfully entitled to order anesthesia. Col | aborati on neans a process which

i nvol ves an anest hesi ol ogi st, a physician, a dentist, or other person |lawfully

entitled to order anesthesia, working with a Certified Regi stered Nurse

Anest hetist, each contributing his or her area of expertise, consistent with

his or her licensure, to the extent required by the credentialing process of

the hospitals, outpatient surgical centers, and clinics where anesthesia is

admi ni stered. Subject to the credentialing process of hospitals, outpatient

surgical centers, and clinics, once anesthesia is ordered by a physician

dentist, or other person lawfully entitled to order anesthesia, a certified

regi stered nurse anesthetist, in collaboration with an anesthesiol ogi st or the

ordering physician, dentist, or other person lawfully entitled to order

anest hesia, may determ ne, select, prepare, and adm ni ster any substance or

techni que used to render an individual insensible to pain and to use
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As Engrossed: S2/5/97 S2/27/97 S3/5/97 SB 142

appropri ate equi pnent and devices as required. A certified registered nurse

anesthetist may also order nurses, within their scope of practice, to

adm ni ster drugs preoperatively and postoperatively in connection with an

anest hetic and/or other operative or invasive procedure that will be or has

been provided. Nothing in this chapter shall limt or restrict the authority

of hospitals, out patient surgical centers, and clinics to determ ne, through

the credentialing process, consistent with the standard of care, the manner

and scope of coll aboration required for the adm nistrati on of anesthesia

within the hospital, outpatient surgical center, or clinic.

SECTION 2. Arkansas Code 17-87-103 is amended to read as foll ows:

"17-87-103. Exceptions.

Thi s chapter does not prohibit:

(1) The furnishing of nursing assistance in an emergency;

(2) The practice of nursing which is incidental to their program of
study by students enrolled in nursing education progranms approved by the
boar d;

(3) The practice of any legally qualified nurse of another state who is
enpl oyed by the United States Government, or any bureau, division, or agency
thereof, while in the discharge of his or her official duties, in
i nstallations where jurisdiction has been ceded by the State of Arkansas;

(4) The practice of any legally qualified and |icensed nurse of another
state, territory, or foreign country, whose responsibilities include
transporting patients into, out of, or through this state, while actively
engaged in patient transport, that does not exceed forty-eight (48) hours in
this state;

(5) Nursing or care of the sick, when done in connection with the
practice of the religious tenets of any church by adherents thereof;

(6) The care of the sick, when done in accordance with the practice of
religious principles or tenets of any well-recogni zed church or denom nati on
which relies upon prayer or spiritual neans of healing;

(7) The administration of anesthetics, in collaboration with the
presence—and—underthe supervisionof a |icensed physician, e+ dentist or

other person lawfully entitled to order anesthesia, by a graduate nurse

anesthetist awaiting certification results while holding a tenporary permt,

subject to the credentialing process of hospitals, outpatient surgica
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As Engrossed: S2/5/97 S2/27/97 S3/5/97 SB 142

centers, and clinics;

(8) The administration of anesthetics, in collaboration with the

presence—-of and under the supervisionof a |icensed physician, e+ dentist or

other person lawfully entitled to order anesthesia, by a registered nurse who

is enrolled as a bona fide student pursuing a course in a nurse anesthesia
school which is approved by a nationally recognized accrediting body and whose
graduates are acceptable for certification by a nationally recognized
certifying body, provided the giving or administering of the anesthetics is
confined to the educational requirements of the course and under the direct

supervision of a qualified instructor

—10) (9) Hospital-enployed professional paranmedics from admi nistering

medi cation for diagnostic procedures under the direction of a physician; or
—31) (10) The prescription and administration of drugs, medicines, or
therapeutic devices in the presence of and under the supervision of an
advanced practice nurse holding a certificate of prescriptive authority, a
i censed physician, or licensed dentist by a registered nurse who is enrolled
as a student in an advanced pharmacol ogy course, provided the prescription or
adm ni stration of drugs or medicines, or both, is confined to the educationa
requi renents of the course and under the direct supervision of a qualified

instructor."

SECTION 3. Al provisions of this act of a general and permanent nature
are anendatory to the Arkansas Code of 1987 Annotated and the Arkansas Code

Revi si on Comni ssi on shall incorporate the sane in the Code.

SECTION 4. |If any provision of this act or the application thereof to

any person or circunstance is held invalid, such invalidity shall not affect
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As Engrossed: S2/5/97 S2/27/97 S3/5/97 SB 142
ot her provisions or applications of the act which can be given effect w thout
the invalid provision or application, and to this end the provisions of this

act are declared to be severable.
SECTION 5. Al laws and parts of laws in conflict with this act are

her eby repeal ed.

/ s/ Bear den and Boozman
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